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Day 1 November 30 How Long, O Lord, Must We Wait? 
 
 
How long, LORD? Will you forget me forever? 
How long will you hide your face from me? 
How long must I wrestle with my thoughts 
and day after day have sorrow in my heart? 
How long will my enemy triumph over me?  Psalm 13:1-2 (NIV) 
 
There were times of actual exile when the ancient Israelites were 
taken away from the Holy Land by their over-powering enemies.  
Many lived far from home and far from their familiar customs.  They 
longed for The Messiah to come and save them, to relieve them of 
their suffering, and re-establish the people of Yahweh to their 
proper place in God’s heart and human history.  “How long, 
Lord?”  In The Message Bible version of the passage, it reads, 
“Long, enough, God.”  This particular cry to God actually came 
from King David who felt personally exiled from God.  David’s 
destructive behavior had separated him from God’s ways and 
David felt the pain of distance in the relationship.  He cried out to 
God, praying that his bond with the Divine would be restored and 
that God’s endless grace would be offered to David once again.     
 
There are some who dread the season of Advent because their 
suffering is so great that they cannot find room in their heart for the 
celebrations with family, for the carols, the feasts, and for joy.  
However, David who begins this Psalm with cries of despair closes 
with these words: 
 
But I trust in your unfailing love; 
my heart rejoices in your salvation. 
I will sing the LORD’s praise, 
for he has been good to me.  Psalm 13:5-6 (NIV) 
 
As we begin this journey of Advent, it may not be exactly what we 
were hoping; it may not be filled with festivities or gifts. But just like 
David, we are called to focus on God’s goodness toward us and 
even on our worst days to find both gratitude and joy for God’s 
great blessings to us.  As David turned his life back to God, he 
found his relationship restored with God.  This is not a season about 
evergreen trees, bows, and glitter.  This is a season all about God’s 
love for us.   May God’s love envelope you as you make your way 
to the manger once more. 
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Prayer:  We hear the cry of King David and are reminded of times 
in our own lives when we feel far from your love, O God.  Embrace 
us in this very moment as we begin the journey to Bethlehem and 
remind us that no matter our circumstances, you are always 
present.  Love us into a sense of peace and joy, we pray, as we 
turn toward you in this season of light and hope.  Amen. 
 
 
Day 2 December 1 Is This the One We Are Seeking? 
 
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.  Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I 
will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me 
with all your heart.   Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NIV) 
 
Growing up, one of my favorite households at Christmas time 
actually belonged to a Jewish family.  They had the biggest, best 
Christmas tree I had ever seen.  They opened presents for the eight 
days of Chanukah and had stockings and more gifts from Santa 
on Christmas morning.  They were not waiting for Jesus in their 
family.  They were waiting for Santa!  I thought they had it made; 
eight wonderful days of gifts and Christmas morning.  
 
Who are you waiting for this Advent?  Are you counting the days 
until young adults arrive home from college or family members 
from far away come “home” for a Christmas celebration?  Are you 
waiting for Santa to fill the stockings with everything on your 
Christmas list?  What is it that you want from the Savior?  Are we 
just looking for temporary fixes to our want list or are we looking for 
an eternal relationship that shapes our lives here and now and 
always?   
 
The shepherds heard the angels’ song and raced to find the One 
for whom they had been searching.  The Magi followed a star and 
took to the long journey toward the One that they had been 
seeking.  We are given the opportunity each Advent to search for 
ourselves.  Though we often spend most of our time searching for 
just the right gift, in truth, the season is an opportunity to be 
seeking the One and only One who cares little about our resume 
or our success, but cares deeply about our life and our love.  Jesus 
cared so much that he does not drop by once a year like Santa, 
but is with us at all times and in all places.  Jesus does not deliver 
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plastic toys or electronics that will become irrelevant quickly, but 
brings us purpose and grace which is eternal.   
 
The choice is ours.  Certainly celebrate the spirit of generosity that 
is Santa, but be clear, the One we are seeking does not wear a 
red suit and fur hat.  The One we seek is the only son of God, 
Emmanuel, God with us now and always. 
 
Prayer:  I love the fun and surprises of the season, O God, but most 
of all, I delight in your love for us.  I call on you in prayer this day 
and know that you not only listen, but you care.  You care about 
the smallest details of my life.  You refuse to turn away from me 
even when I turn away from you.  Today, I seek you with all my 
heart and will find you everywhere I go.  In the name of the One, 
Jesus the Christ, Amen.   
 
 
Day 3 December 2 Where Have You Been, God? 
 
There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 
He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that 
through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he 
came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to 
every man was coming into the world.  John 1: 6-9 (NIV) 
 
On December 22, 2010, I was diagnosed with breast cancer. 
Further testing, showed more cancer in January of 2011.  I would 
have to have a mastectomy on the right side. The next few weeks 
became a series of appointments to find the best reconstructive 
surgeon and to set the date for surgery. Fearing that the cancer 
could spread to my lymph nodes, I worked to seek answers as fast 
as I could. On March 3, 2011, I endured a 14 hour surgery of a 
mastectomy, followed by DIEP flap reconstruction.  
 
Holding a cross and a rosary as I drifted off to sleep under 
anesthesia, I felt his presence lifting me into that operating room. I 
woke up at 1:00 a.m. which was 16 ½ hours post- surgery. 
Everything was a fog, but I realized I was alive and God must have 
a plan for my life.   
 
The days following brought three weeks of crying spells.  These 
weren’t from feeling sad; they were from the drugs and steroids 
given to me in the hospital.  In the times I wondered where God 
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was, his presence was revealed to me through people. I was 
blessed with countless visitors, casseroles, gifts, Starbucks, a journal 
from a professor to write my experiences, etc.  People I wasn’t 
even close friends with brought incredible meals.  
 
We, like John the Baptist, are not the source of God’s light; we 
merely reflect that light. God’s presence was evident in the 
people who lifted me through this entire ordeal.  In essence, these 
people and their prayers were “God with skin.” I believe we are 
called to be reflections of God’s presence in ways like these. 
 
Mary and Joseph must have also wondered, “Where have you 
been, God?” It didn’t take long for them to see the Wise Men 
bearing gifts to feel God’s support and presence.  
 
Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for surrounding us during the 
darkest of days with smiles when we least expect it and the 
presence of the Christian community.  Thank you for these gifts 
and constant reminders that you are with us always. Amen.     
 
 
Day 4 December 3 Why Prepare? 
 
But the angel said to him (Zechariah), ‘Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you will name him John. You will have joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in 
the sight of the Lord.’  Luke 1:13-15 
 
“Prepare the way of the Lord” 
 
Many versions of the Easter story begin with John the Baptizer 
preaching and baptizing followers in the wilderness at the Jordan 
River. It’s a story of preparation as Jesus prepares to begin his 
itinerate ministry. Likewise, for Luke, the story of Jesus’ birth begins 
with the announcement to Zechariah, a devoted Jewish priest 
serving in the Temple at Jerusalem. He was waiting for the coming 
of the Messiah. Israel was suffering under the domination of the 
Roman Empire and needed a messiah, a savior. Zechariah had 
probably been waiting his entire lifetime for the coming of the 
Messiah.  
But God just didn’t conveniently drop in to save Israel. God first 
sent an angel to this aging man, Zechariah, to let him know that 
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his wife, who also was aging, would give birth to John, who would 
announce the coming of God’s salvation years from the time of 
this announcement. In turn, John, as an adult living a righteous life 
years later, announced Christ’s coming with the words of the 
ancient prophet Isaiah, “Prepare the way of the Lord…” (Luke 3:4). 
 
The watchword of this Advent season is “prepare.” And why and 
how should we prepare to receive our Savior? Just as John 
announced, by being forgiven of the words and actions that have 
hurt God and others, and being made right with God and others 
so that we can fully receive the promise of God’s salvation at 
Christmas.  
 
To enjoy this season in its fullest and spiritual sense, we need to ask 
forgiveness of God and others – to make things right. Then we can 
fully appreciate the Song of Zechariah and his announcement 
that “the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to 
those who sit in darkness… to guide our feet in the way of peace” 
(Luke 1:79). 
 
Prayer: God of all time and places, come to us anew in this season 
of Advent by cleansing us of our unrighteousness expressed in 
words and deeds. Through the power of your Holy Spirit, help us to 
ask for the forgiveness of others whom we have hurt intentionally 
or unintentionally so that we can be forgiven and restored. And in 
your forgiveness, give us the joy of your salvation anew through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen.  
 
 
Day 5 December 4 What Do We Do While We Wait? 
 
God has shown us how kind he is by coming to save all people. He 
taught us to give up our wicked ways and our worldly desires and 
to live decent and honest lives in this world. We are filled with 
hope, as we wait for the glorious return of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ. He gave himself to rescue us from everything 
that is evil and to make our hearts pure. He wanted us to be his 
own people and to be eager to do right.  Titus 2:11-14 (The 
Message) 
 
My southern grandma often said these words, “In the 
meantime…” I learned early that the meantime was an infuriating 
place between now and when whatever I was waiting for finally 
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occurred. I never wanted to be IN the meantime but it seemed we 
always were. I found it curious that my grandmother never 
seemed frustrated. Then it dawned on me. After she said, “In the 
meantime,” she listed what we would do while we waited. Waiting 
was active.  
 
As Christ followers we live our lives in the meantime. God fully 
entered human history through Jesus Christ over two thousand 
years ago, and therefore inaugurated the coming of his kingdom. 
Christ’s kingdom, when it comes, will heal the brokenness of the 
world. Weapons will be beat into farming tools, hate will be no 
more, no one will go hungry, and there will be no more reason for 
tears when Christ’s kingdom comes in fullness. We catch glimpses 
of this kingdom now and again. We see it in neighborhood 
meetings as city officials and gang members, of all ethnicities and 
races, caucus together around how to lower violence. With 
Habitat for Humanity, friends and neighbors partner with a family 
to build their first safe home. We see the fruit of Christ’s work and 
claim hope in His healing work. But we know the kingdom hasn’t 
fully arrived. There are still too many tears.   
 
Until Christ returns, the world will need more healing. But in the 
meantime, we actively wait. As the scripture reminds us, we have 
been given salvation in Jesus Christ. We’ve been given, in and 
through Him, that which heals and makes us whole. The scripture 
invites us to follow Jesus’ lead. We turn our attention to what was 
important to Jesus. We turn our habits to the habits of Jesus. We 
start sacrificing and working for that which Jesus worked. In other 
words, we take part in Christ’s kingdom coming, and we are to do 
it eagerly. And in doing so, we are filled with hope.  
 
Advent is the beginning of the Christian new year. As we begin the 
new year, let us get in touch with what and who was important to 
Jesus. Let us spend time learning ever-more deeply for what Jesus 
worked and how he went about it. To start off the year, let’s read 
the book of Matthew or Luke of the Bible and take notes, so we 
can align our lives more carefully. Let hope abound.  
 
Prayer: God in this season suspended between hope and 
fulfillment, let us remember what you have done. May we be 
overwhelmed by your mercy, which flows in wave after wave. May 
we be honest about the darkness within us, and perceptive of the 
light around us. May we make straight the path for the Lord, 



8 

following his work and ways that together we may see God’s glory 
revealed. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 
 
Day 6 December 5 Why Am I Being Punished? 
 
Punish (v):  to make someone suffer for a crime or for bad 
behavior. (Merriam -Webster Online Dictionary) 
 
When the angel told Zachariah about Elizabeth’s pregnancy and 
described the characteristics of his son, Zachariah replied, “How 
shall I know this is so? I am an old man and my wife is old also?”  
The angel interpreted Zachariah’s question as disbelief and 
punished him by removing his ability to speak until John was born.”   
A few verses later, the angel tells Mary, God has been gracious to 
you. You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and you 
will name him Jesus.” Mary, too, replies with a question, “I am a 
virgin. How can this be?” Mary, however, is not punished as the 
angel offers additional details about Jesus’ conception in the 
verses that follow.  Luke 1: selected verses (NIV) 
 
Why was Zachariah punished and Mary not?  
 
Zachariah was known as a good person, who obeyed fully all the 
laws and commands of God. He was a priest completing tasks in 
the temple with love and devotion. Perhaps Zachariah needed an 
extended period of time to reflect on God’s goodness as he and 
Elizabeth awaited the birth of their son. During these days of 
silence, God moved in and through Zachariah’s heart so that after 
John’s birth, Zachariah was filed with the Holy Spirit and he spoke 
with deep insight about the nature of his son’s life and the coming 
of Jesus. 
 
Are we ever silenced by God? When life circumstances are 
overwhelming we are often “left without speech” as we attempt 
to understand and restore order and equilibrium. We may spend 
more time with God, praying or reading the Bible, “silencing 
ourselves” to outside distractions and activities. Just like Zachariah, 
we, too, can come to a place where we can again praise God 
and sing about God’s goodness. 
  
Prayer: God, when you come to us, help our unbelief.  When we 
question your direction or guidance “silence” our minds so our 



9 

hearts can open through time spent with you.  Deepen our 
understanding and open acceptance for unexpected messages 
from you.  Amen.  
 
 
Day 7 December 6 How Can This Be? 
 
Mary responded to the angel’s message that she would give birth 
to God’s son, by asking, “How can this be since I am a virgin?” 
Luke 1:34   (NIV) 
 
Often viewed as a model of obedience, Mary’s question 
indicated uncertainty and confusion. In the longer passage, the 
angel gave Mary more information about how the pregnancy 
would occur and even shared details about Elizabeth’s pregnancy 
in advanced age as an additional example of what God can 
accomplish. 
 
Mary consents by saying, “I am the Lord’s servant…may it happen 
to me as you have said.” 
 
We don’t know how much time passed between Mary being 
deeply troubled by the angel’s news (verse 29), the question 
(verse 34), and finally her acceptance (verse 38). When serious 
illness comes, when relationships are impaired, when a beloved 
friend or family member dies suddenly, when a job loss or 
relocation happens, we may feel like Mary – troubled, and 
questioning, “How can this be?” 
 
Through prayer we offer ourselves to God acknowledging we 
need God’s help to grow through the many faces of 
circumstances which prompt the question, “How can this be?” 
Eventually, with God’s companionship, we can join Mary, with 
acceptance and say, “I am yours, God. You are with me all of the 
time and through any event.” 
 
Prayer: God, how many times do we cry out, “How can this be?” 
when we struggle or when we receive unexpected blessings. Help 
us trust your constant companionship for all parts of life. Amen. 
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Day 8 December 7 How Will Others Look At Me Now? 
 
Young unmarried, virgin, visited by an angel…virgin, chosen of 
God…virgin, filled with the Holy Spirit… virgin, pregnant…virgin!! 
Journey on a donkey, gave birth in a stable… mother of Jesus, the 
Christ child. ‘How will others look at me now?’ paraphrase from 
Mary’s Song; Luke 1:46-48 
 
Talk about being self-conscious!  We can almost hear the words 
echoing through Mary’s mind, “How will others look at me now?”  
She had every reason to be self-conscious.  Can you imagine all 
the craziness and stress in young Mary’s life? 
 
We have all experienced self-consciousness, inadequacy, making 
mistakes, being stressed out, over-reacting emotionally. Some of us 
have experienced broken marriages, single parenthood, financial 
struggles, losing loved ones, emotional and other abuses… and we 
too wonder, “How will others look at me now?” 
 
Years ago, I found myself divorced, a single parent of a young 
boy.  Life had not gone as I had “planned” or pictured.  I 
remember the fear, insecurities, self-consciousness, questioning 
how I was going to get through it all…even, and especially, being 
a Christian and working in a church!  I knew God had not deserted 
me or stopped loving me, but the day to day stress of worrying 
“How do others look at me”, “What do they think of me?” Well, it 
can be mentally and emotionally paralyzing.  I grew up believing 
divorce was not something Christians let happen.  It was wrong, a 
sin against God.  ‘What do they think of me, do they think I should 
leave?’  I can imagine Mary, a pregnant virgin, might have felt 
some relief riding away on that donkey.  At least she wouldn’t 
have to deal with everyone staring at her, or pointing and 
whispering as she walked past. 
 
One day, my minister shared with me that God wants us to be as 
we were when He first called us to be His.  Now, I was young 
enough I didn’t really understand what he meant, and I still 
struggle with it, but I clearly remember an overwhelming sense of 
relief, peace, and acceptance.  God still loved me!  God still 
called me His child!  God still wanted me!  He calls us to a new life 
in Him.  He does not want a life of fear, stress, abuse, money woes, 
or distrust for us.  Our only concern is to live a life that is worthy of 
Him, serving Him, glorifying Him.  He continually calls us to be as we 
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were when we answered His call – believing, trusting, ready to 
follow Him; unconcerned how the rest of the world sees us, but as 
He sees us and knows our hearts. 
 
Mary’s song began with this, “My soul glorifies the Lord”…Wow.  
After all He asked of her and put upon her small, young shoulders.  
He knew her, knew her heart, and knew her as His child, as the 
mother of His child!  And He knows us…the rest of the world does 
not know or understand, or even have a reason to care.  All we 
need to be concerned with is “How, O Lord, do you look at me?”  
The old passes away when we become a child of God, the new 
reflects our life in Christ. 
 
Prayer:  Gracious Lord, as we move through Advent and await the 
birth of your Son, give us the heart of Mary that we live our new 
lives to reflect and serve you, glorifying you. And to remember that 
as the world looks at us, Lord, we want them to see you.  In Jesus’ 
name we pray, Amen. 
 
 
Day 9 December 8 How Can We Survive This Humiliation? 
 
If, however, this charge is true, that evidence of the young 
woman’s virginity was not found, then they shall bring the young 
woman out to the entrance of her father’s house and the men of 
her town shall stone her to death…  Deuteronomy 22:20-21a (NIV) 
 
There was a time when a family might have a chance at keeping 
some matters quiet.  However, in this day when we Facebook, 
Instagram, Text, Tweet, and Email, nothing seems private any 
more.  Now when a family has a major issue, it is sure to be public.  
There is little opportunity for a family to quietly work through a 
difficult situation.  In some strange addiction to pursuing 
information, we are becoming a culture that thinks we deserve to 
know anything and everything about everyone.  Consequently, 
humiliation has become quite public.  If you don’t release the 
information yourself, you can pretty well count on someone else 
doing just that for you.  It may not be the way that you grew up, 
but it is the modern reality for children and youth.  If it happens, it is 
posted someplace.   
 
Wonder what Mary’s father thought when she told him she was 
visited by an angel and the Holy Spirit fell upon her?  Can you 
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imagine his first response?  Even a very faithful man of God might 
find this difficult to absorb.  It had never happened like that before 
or since.  In the book of Deuteronomy, rules are listed as a 
response to an unwed, pregnant girl.  If she claimed to be a virgin 
at her marriage and was not, she could be stoned.  If she was 
promised in marriage and she had sexual relations in the city, both 
the man and woman would be stoned.  If it happened out in the 
fields, only the man would be stoned as the woman might have 
cried out for help with no one to hear her.  If the woman was not 
promised in marriage, than the man would pay her father 50 silver 
shekels and then he marry her and never be allowed to divorce 
her.   
 
Mary’s father had some difficult choices to consider.  There was a 
very real possibility that she and possibly even Joseph could be 
stoned to death.  If Joseph were to deny his part, Mary might die 
alone and Joseph might be spared.   
 
Humiliation comes in many varieties.  The great quest in the midst 
of humiliation is to save face.  Humans tend to lie their way out of 
humiliation.  Certainly in this country there are all sorts of 
professionals who will help people restore their image once it is 
tarnished.  Mary did not lie and her father did not have access a 
public relations guru.  He and his family navigated these difficult 
waters through their faith.  Though their love for God and their 
respect for each other, they trusted in God’s promises to them and 
found a way to live through what must have seemed an 
excruciatingly long journey to Jesus’ birth.  This family continues to 
guide us as well.  When we experience a sense of humiliation – tell 
the truth, trust in God, and allow faith to usher you through the 
storm to the other side.  At the heart of the matter is trusting in 
God’s ability to deliver on God’s promises to us! 
 
Prayer:  You blessed Mary, O God, but with blessing came many 
challenges.  Unlike Mary we are the source of most of our 
humiliation.  Inspire us to rely on your promises of forgiveness for our 
failings and healing that grows from your response of grace to our 
repentance.    Guide our choices each day so that we live in ways 
that honor you and when we stray from you, put our feet directly 
on the path straight to your heart of forgiveness, love and new life.  
Amen.     
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Day 10 December 9 Why Bethlehem? 
 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans 
of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in 
Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Micah 5:2 
 
Twenty years ago this coming December, I visited the Holy Land 
for the first time, thanks to the generosity of a parishioner in 
Vincennes. As the time to depart approached, I reviewed our 
itinerary frequently: Galilee, Cana, Nazareth, Megiddo, Jericho, 
Masada, Jerusalem, and, oh yes, Bethlehem. While I looked 
forward to visiting all of those places and others, I most wanted to 
visit the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. After all, we would be 
there two weeks before Christmas. 
 
The day of our visit came. We boarded the tour bus in Jerusalem 
and headed the short distance to Bethlehem, crossing through a 
check point into the West Bank. As we approached Bethlehem, I 
became more excited. At last, I would visit the birth place of Jesus. 
 
Navigating through the streets of the city, I noted the stark contrast 
to the more affluent neighborhoods in Jerusalem where we had 
stayed the last several days. Everywhere, I could see the 
substandard living conditions of the Palestinians. Many vacant 
buildings lined the way, most plastered with political posters in 
Arabic with pictures of faces that seemed full of anger and rage. 
 
Finally, we rolled into Manger Square, the site of the Church of the 
Nativity. I don’t really know what I expected, but it wasn’t as I had 
anticipated. The church itself, a massive stone edifice, showed 
evidence of the many additions added over the years. On the 
interior, we could see water damage from a leaky roof and other 
neglected maintenance matters. Yet, I did appreciate the 
Orthodox side of the church (the other side is under the control of 
the Roman Catholic Church) with the many icons and lamps 
everywhere. Of course, I felt moved at the alleged site of Jesus 
birth with the manger nearby as we sang “Silent Night.” 
 
As we departed, I looked around the square again: shops and 
offices lined two sides of the area with a mosque at the opposite 
end from the church. The space in the middle served as a parking 
lot. I thought to myself, “This should be called ‘Mangy Square.’” It 
seemed so ordinary, nothing special at all, and, really, a bit seedy. 



14 

But how like our unpredictable God to choose such a place as this 
to enter the world in human flesh in the person of “the baby 
Jesus,” who would become the Savior of the world! 
 
Prayer: O Lord, make us ever aware of the unlikely places, the 
Bethlehems, of our lives, where you come alive to bless us that we 
might bless others in our service to your Son. In your holy name, we 
pray. Amen. 
 
 
Day 11 December 10 Are We There Yet? 
 
But Ruth replied, ‘Don’t urge me to leave you or turn back from 
you.  Where you go, I will go, and where you stay, I will stay.  Your 
people will be my people, and your God my God.’  Ruth 1:16 (NIV)   
 
The question slingshots from the back seat; nearly every adult has 
heard it, and nearly every kid has asked it:  “Are we there yet?!?” 
 
The trip may be something new and exciting, or maybe it’s a trail 
that’s been traipsed many times before.  A destination has been 
set.  The bags packed.  The anticipation builds at Christmas time, 
and in the lulls of the journey, our thoughts turn to our wish list, 
hoping the packages under the tree open up to joyful surprises. 
 
But for Mary and Joseph, this was not a little trek over the river and 
through the woods.  Mary was pregnant – at the end of her term 
and ready to deliver at most any bump in the road.  And there 
would be many of bumps, as she sat atop a tiny little donkey, who 
was burdened with this new Mom-to-be and who knows how 
many bags needed for the trip – sleeping and cooking equipment, 
cloaks for the cold nights, food and liquid.  Some of these could 
be picked up and purchased along the way, but many needed to 
be toted from start to finish. 
 
Joseph had been planning this for some time – ever since the 
Roman command to return to the family’s home town had been 
issued.  He probably had made the trip before, but it was not one 
he likely made very often.  A lot of thought would go into this.  
Which road is fastest but safest?  If it usually takes 4 days to cover 
the 80 or so miles, how much longer would it take with a pregnant 
wife?  Should we go around Samaria?  That will add another day 
or two but will be less risky.  Who else is going with us?  Will we slow 
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them down?  Can they help carry some of what we need?  Will 
we make it before the baby comes?  Where will we stay once we 
get there? 
 
Mary and Joseph knew this birth was special to more than just 
them.  The angels had visited.  They had been told to leave their 
fears behind.  The child whom they would call son was also the 
promised Messiah.  While maybe no longer afraid, they surely had 
more questions for which answers were not clear or easily coming 
to mind:  What does this mean?  What future is coming our way?  
 
For our own faith journey, we too ask questions about the trip and 
the destination.  For us, we need to consider – what is our 
Bethlehem?  Where do we go to be reminded of who we are and 
where we come from?  Where do we go to find guidance for 
moving into an uncertain world and a murky future? 
 
For me, Christmas answers that question:  Christ is our Bethlehem.  
We are claimed by God.  We are his children.  We are brought into 
this world already loved, and we have been promised that this 
love is constant.  It is there with us always.  When we stray, the love 
continues.  When we doubt, we are affirmed in love.  When we 
despair, this love encircles us, nurtures us and restores us.  And 
when we are conduits of grace, this love empowers us.  This is our 
legacy and our future.   
 
When it comes to this love, to this Bethlehem, the answer to the 
question of “are we there yet?” is a resounding “YES!  We are 
there.”  We have always been there and will always be there. 
 
Prayer:  God of Promise, we give thanks for your love that claims us 
as your own.  As we step into an unknown future, take away our 
fear.  Embrace us with your love on every step of our journey in this 
season of preparation and in the days to come.  Amen. 
 
 
Day 12 December 11 Why Would Jesus Be Born in a Stable? 
 
“And she (Mary) gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manager, because there was 
no place for them in the inn.” Luke 2:7 (NRSV) 
  
“No place” 
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Only Luke’s Gospel places Jesus’ birth and he places it in a stable 
“because there was no place for them in the inn.” And that stable 
was a cave underneath the buildings of Bethlehem, not a wooden 
barn we are used to seeing in nativity scenes.  
 
Why a stable? I believe Luke places Jesus birth in a stable for two 
reasons – humility and that there was no place for him elsewhere.  
He and his parents also spent his early years in Egypt before 
moving home to Nazareth.  Once Jesus’ itinerate ministry began, 
he was even kicked out of Nazareth.  From that day until his death, 
he lived with others in Capernaum and on the road but had no 
home of his own. For all practical purposes, today we would 
consider him homeless.  
 
Jesus set an example by his homelessness and his connection for 
others who were also cast out. 
 
During this holiday season, Jesus reminds us that there are 
homeless residents among us, who need us to provide for their 
shelter.  As Jesus disciples, we need to be reminded that God 
mandates us to take care of widows, orphans and those who 
have no home, for the common good of our community. 
 
During this Christmas season when you see stable nativities, be 
reminded that there was no place besides that stable for Jesus to 
be born and that during the years of his itinerate ministry, Jesus 
lived a homeless life.  Let us make room for the homeless and 
others who live in poverty, not only because it’s our social 
responsibility as followers of Jesus, but also because we show 
God’s love for all people and especially those in need by doing 
so. We are blessed to be a blessing to others.   
 
Prayer:  Eternal God, we are grateful that you have provided for us 
a home in which to live and be fulfilled in our lives. We pray for 
those who have no homes. Give us the willingness to provide for 
those who are homeless through generous hospitality and through 
ministries that provide homes for all your children.  Also, make us 
willing to be homeless, if need be, for the furtherance of your good 
news of salvation.  In the name of Jesus, who too was homeless.  
Amen.  
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Day 13 December 12 Who is This Child? 
 
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his being.  Hebrews 1:3, (NIV) 
 
A long time ago in Bethlehem, a young Mary bore a boy child 
who she named Jesus and who the angels announced as Christ 
the Lord.  Born to fulfill prophecies of ancient times, this child would 
be the light of the world and the hope of all nations.  His entrance 
into this world was inauspicious and most certainly at times 
harrowing for the young woman.   But Mary trusted God and knew 
He would keep her safe so that she could deliver His Son who has 
heaven’s beauty and God’s purity. 
 
He is the child born of Mary.  He is the child loved and protected 
by Joseph.  He is the child of the shepherds keeping watch.  He is 
the child of the Magi who saw a sign and followed.  He is the child 
of the prophets.  He is the child who bewildered the rabbis.  He is 
the child feared by those in power.  He is the child prayed for by 
generations of faithful people.  He is the child of future 
generations.  He is the child given to us.  He is our child.  Thanks be 
to God. 
 
As I ponder this phrase, Who is this Child?  I find the answer 
eloquently expressed in the words and music that have been 
written over the centuries describing the birth of Jesus.  Music 
speaks to my soul and heightens my senses to the wonderment of 
this birth.  One need only read the words of Christmas hymns, 
oratorios and cantatas to understand who this Child is and what 
He means to the world.  
 
Who is this Child? 
 
Infant holy, infant lowly…Prince of Peace…Emmanuel… Lamb of 
God… Messiah… Infant Devine …Love’s Pure Light… Christ the 
Savior…Jesus-God ever with us… Love Incarnate… Savior… Christ 
the Lord… Thy Holy One… King of Glory… My Son… King of Kings… 
Lord of Lords… Redeemer… God of Israel…Promised One… Son of 
God… Lord of Hosts…Savior of the Nations… God’s Child… Lord 
Jesus…Christ the King… the babe, the son of Mary. 
For unto to us a Child is born, unto to us a Son is given…And His 
name shall be called: Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace!   Isaiah 9:6 
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The Message is so clear.  Open your hearts and be filled with God’s 
love for Christ the babe is Lord of all.  Christ the babe was born for 
you. 
 
Prayer:  Dear God,  As we go about our Christmas traditions, let 
the Child whose names are both simple and auspicious sing in our 
minds, delight our hearts with gladness, lift our spirits, surround us 
with peace and know that through this Child, Christmas is with us 
every day.  Amen 
 
 
Day 14 December 13 What is God Doing? 
 
For I, the Lord love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity.  In my 
faithfulness I will reward them and make an everlasting covenant 
with them.    Isaiah 61: 8 (NIV)   
 
How many times have all of us suffered injustice in our lives? Being 
dealt a blow of unfairness is a bitter pill to swallow.  My reactions to 
these experiences have run the gamut between anger and even 
physical illness over situations where I had no control.  Although I 
knew it wasn’t “Christian” to feel this way, I wanted revenge.  I 
wanted the party that had hurt me to suffer and feel the pain I felt. 
I forgot that part of the Bible that says God will reward those who 
suffer because of injustice and settle all accounts. 
 
Often during these kinds of times, I would ask, “God, what are you 
doing? Don’t you see me? Where are you?” 
 
What I came to see is that every time the pain of unfairness was 
felt, my eyes were opened to new opportunities.  One door was 
shut and a window was open, whether that be workplace 
situations or in personal relationships.  From the bad, always came 
something good.  I may have had to wait awhile to see that 
“good” but it eventually came….in God’s time, not mine. 
 
I believe that God doesn’t create unfairness and injustice in our 
lives. He gives us the strength to get through these times.  In times 
like these, he brings us to our knees in prayer to give us strength 
and direction.  If God could direct Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, 
surely he is with us as we seek his direction for our lives. 
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Prayer:  God, grant us patience and strength during the times we 
feel the pain of unfairness. Help us to trust you to be our compass, 
as you lead us from suffering to new directions and possibilities for 
our lives.  Through Christ, our Lord, Amen.   
 
 
Day 15 December  14 What Does He Plan To Do To Me? 
 
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the 
exact time the star had appeared.   He sent them to Bethlehem 
and said, ‘Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you 
find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship 
him.’   After they (the Magi) had heard the king, they went on their 
way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them 
until it stopped over the place where the child was.   When they 
saw the star, they were overjoyed.    On coming to the house, they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshiped him.  Then they opened their treasures and presented 
him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.   And having been 
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 
country by another route. Matthew 2:7-12 (NIV) 
 
Herod felt threatened.  Herod was a powerful presence in 
Jerusalem, but he feared this tiny child had come to destroy him, 
not to save him.  Herod the Great is the villain in the Christmas 
story.  It may very well be that Herod thought he was the one to 
which the prophet Micah alluded so many centuries earlier.  Herod 
was quick to please the Romans and stifled any resistance by the 
Jews.  Crazed with power, Herod was willing to eliminate anyone 
who would threaten his own sense of destiny.  It is Herod who asks 
the Magi to assist him in finding the infant Jesus.  It is Herod who 
orders the slaughter of the innocents demanding that every male 
child under two.  Secular history is silent on this atrocity, but that 
does not mean that it did not happen.  Not too long ago, a 
historical / psychological analysis was done on the knowledge 
that we have about Herod the Great and he was diagnosed with 
Paranoid Personality Disorder.  (Kasher and Witztum 2007:431)  It 
may well be that his own paranoia turned Herod toward 
monstrous actions of brutality and violence.   
 
Herod is not the first to feel threatened by Jesus.  It is the concern 
of many a Christian that Jesus will want more from us that we want 
to give.  We worry that Jesus will take more of our lives in devotion 
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and service than we are willing to offer.  We carefully guard our 
time and our gifts so that we do not overextend ourselves in living 
our faith.  And yet, just like Herod, we are missing the very reason 
Jesus came to live among us.  He does not want to take what we 
do not want to give.  Jesus wants us to willingly, openly, cheerfully, 
give of our lives out of gratitude for what God has already given to 
us.   Seeking our own power over others will always lead us toward 
destruction.  Seeking the love of Jesus Christ for us will always lead 
us toward wonder, love, and praise.  Jesus never came to diminish 
humanity, but to increase within us an abundant life with God. 
 
Prayer:  We are careful to protect ourselves, O Lord, and yet you 
call us to take risks for love, to offer forgiveness with ease, and to 
take the days we have been given and live them with wonder 
and joy.  As we continue this journey of Advent, diminish our 
doubts and increase our devotion to you.  Amen.   
 
 
Day 16 December 15 Why Do We Keep Hoping? 
 
And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who 
will arise to rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. (Romans 15:12-13 NIV) 
 
Sometimes when we sit in a calm and quiet Christmas Eve service, 
it can be easy to slide into cynicism and apathy as the realities of 
our life outside of that building impress themselves on the fantastic 
claims of those standing in the pulpit and lectern. Angels and 
shepherds can seem far removed from mortgages, illness, or 
estrangement.  
 
If we pay attention to the historical realities of the Advent story, 
then neither Advent nor Christmas can slip into such irrelevance.  
Jews living in the First century were not looking for an ambiguous 
"messiah" to help them escape a tortuous afterlife. By the time 
Jesus arrived on Christmas morning, the Jewish people had lived 
under seven centuries of foreign and oppressive rulers. The Romans 
were the latest occupiers. Though the Romans had been less 
brutal than some others, the power and control they displayed as 
they viciously stamped out every would be revolutionary had 
drained every hope that the Jewish people might be free.  
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So when these Jews heard the words of Isaiah read in worship, 
their hope for one of their own "who will arise to rule over the 
nations" was not like the sometimes distant and sanitized Christmas 
message of a baby lying in a manger. Their hope was much more 
"earthy" than singing angels and gold-bearing wise men may 
seem to appear. They hoped for a messiah that would set their 
broken nation back to a place of economic and social health. 
They hoped that this savior would restore their communities to 
faithful worship of God.  
 
That is what Jesus did. That is what he is still doing. That is what God 
will finish doing when he returns in glory and power. 
 
So why should we keep hoping? Because 2000 years ago a band 
of weary and faithful God followers had hoped for an intervention 
by God and God did it. A King was born there. Not only was he 
conceived to a virgin mother, but he was given to a hopeful 
people. And he will be again.  
 
Prayer: Light of the World, you broke into the darkness and shined 
upon those who were desperate. As I wait upon the coming of 
Jesus during this Advent, give me a vision of all the wounds and 
brokenness in my life that you desire to heal in the power of the 
Spirit. And may I remain steadfast and faithful as I wait upon you, 
just as our Jewish Fathers and Mothers patiently waited upon you 
so long ago. Amen.  
 
 
Day 17 December 16 What Will This Cost Me? 
 
So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your 
everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and 
walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. 
Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for 
him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into 
it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll 
be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants 
from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, 
always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings 
the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.       
Romans 12:1-2 (The Message) 
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We see this idea every day in the media that if we can become 
richer, gain more power and control, be more influential, or look 
younger which will bring us a content and happy life.  However, 
none of those things guarantees joy.  It is so easy for our culture 
and society to shape our value system and determine our 
priorities, but we are called to live beyond that with a life that 
exemplifies the light of Christ.  It is difficult not to conform to the 
patterns of this world, as it is so deeply ingrained in our minds.   
 
During this season of Advent, maybe it is time to reexamine our 
“sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life” and 
look at our priorities.  It is said that the average person spends 100 
hours a year commuting to work, at least 50 hours a week at work, 
1.8 hours a day doing household activities,  2.6 hours per day 
watching television, and 8.6 hours a day sleeping (Emerzian and 
Bozza, “What Matters Most”).  That is not to mention all of the 
many other activities that go on in our lives!  May we stop and 
think of what really matters most to us and take note of how we 
spend our time.  Are we spending time honoring God or have we 
conformed to the ways of the world?  
 
Living a life that exemplifies Christ may cost us our time, attention, 
and energy.  It may also cost our selfishness, our pride, and even 
our busyness, but it is worth the cost!  May we examine how we 
spend our time and what really matters most to us.  Is it our 
relationship with God, family, and friends?  Helping others?  Is it our 
passions, faith, security, or otherwise?  Today can be a new day to 
start by making a difference in our lives and in the lives of those we 
love.  This is our opportunity.  Time spent on what matters most may 
come at some cost, but it brings eternal blessings. 
 
Prayer: We praise you for all that you are and all that you do for us, 
O God.  We give thanks for the amazing changes that you bring 
about in each of us as we spend time in your presence.  Lord, 
though it may come at a cost, help us to accept what you reveal 
about our hearts and let this Advent season give us hope that will 
show us the way to grow in your love and grace. Amen. 
 
 
Day 18 December 17 Why is Faith So Hard? 
 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
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together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband named Joseph, being a righteous man, and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.  But 
just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’  All this took 
place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: 
 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive  
and bear a son, 

and they shall name him  
Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” 
 
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him 
Jesus.  Matthew 1: 18-25 
 
The best things in life are often unseen. Love and loyalty, curiosity 
and commitment are examples of life’s invisible gifts. Based on 
those gifts, we make a multitude of risky decisions. Because of love 
we join our lives in marriage and thus unite our days, decisions, 
finances and families. Because of curiosity we forge into unknown 
territory never knowing to what adventures it will lead us. As we 
age, we become ever more convicted that unseen things are not 
only great treasures but our legacy. We will be remembered for 
the way we love, stood with one another through thick and thin, 
and for the risks we took.  
 
Of these invisible gifts, we often find faith the most challenging to 
embrace. Maybe because faith relies not upon ourselves, but on 
the presence and work of another. Faith requires that we trust that 
God is not simply a namesake for some kind of cosmic luck, but a 
being who out of love is working for good in our lives. To trust 
another, let alone One who is invisible and bigger than our 
imaginations, is a big pill to swallow. It stands to reason, then, that 
when a challenge is before us our first impulse is to shelve faith as a 
viable part of the way forward.  We would rather take matters into 
our own hands.  
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This is where we find Joseph. The wife he was intended to marry 
and for whom he has spent months preparing their family home is 
found to be with child. This will bring shame to his family and lay 
waste to their financial and relational investments. Even more, 
should their disgrace become public, Mary may face life-
threatening consequences. Joseph immediately turns to his own 
devices. His solution is both ethical and compassionate. But 
Joseph seemingly never considered how God might be at work 
and could help pave a way forward.  We can understand. In how 
many challenges and decisions a day do we operate as if the only 
thing at work is what we can see? How many times do we assume 
that our solutions are the only possibilities?   
 
An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph urging Joseph to trust 
God’s greater work. God was bringing salvation into the world and 
doing it through ordinary people. Joseph still had to decide. In the 
days to come would Joseph rely on God’s power and ways as the 
primary reality? Now Joseph was Jewish. Jewish tradition included 
remembering. They would name the ways God had seen their 
people through in the past so as to trust God in the future. I 
imagine after the angel appeared, Joseph spent the rest of the 
night reciting God’s resumé of accomplishments over the last 
thousand years as he worked up the courage to have faith. 
Eventually, Joseph put his faith in God who had a history of 
building futures.  Joseph married Mary and raised the Savior Jesus, 
who was born to them.  
 
This Advent, may we turn our hearts and minds to the idea that 
God is already at work in whatever challenge we may face. May 
we look and listen for the ways God unexpectedly points to that 
work; angels come in many shapes and forms. And as we muster 
up the courage to live faith in the hope and conviction of our 
unseen God, let us remember, God has as history of working on 
our behalf. We know it because God came to us through a child in 
a manger. We are assured and can have faith.  
 
Prayer: Living God, give us faith to be sure of what we hope for, 
and certainty of what we do not see; to trust that you are at work 
and that you find those who seek you. May we honor you and 
take part in your unfolding promises. In Jesus Christ our Lord, we 
pray. Amen 
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Day 19 December 18 What If I Don’t Deserve It? 
(Can I Really Accept the Gift?) 

 
But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared he 
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but 
because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of the 
Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we 
might become heirs having hope of eternal life.    Titus 3: 4-7 (NIV) 
 
“Surely the God of creation doesn’t want to worry about me! Look, 
I’ve done too many stupid things and there are tons of people 
that are better than me that he’d take into heaven way before 
me. I don’t pray enough or read the Bible enough, and I don’t 
even go to church enough.” 
 
Sound like somebody you know?  A friend?   A neighbor?  A 
relative?  Yourself?? 
 
How often we play the comparison game, measuring ourselves on 
human scales of accomplishment even when it comes to 
salvation. We are so used to thinking in terms of who has a better 
house, a better car, better education, a better job, a better family, 
and even a better religion! We often get the feeling that we’re 
either too insignificant, too unimportant, or have behaved too 
badly to find favor in God’s eyes. 
 
Why do we think that God doesn’t care about us? Is he not 
powerful enough? Not loving enough? Not big enough? We may 
have gotten to the point of “boxing” God into the limitations of our 
human thinking and limited perception. We think of him as another 
human - not the Most High, All Powerful, God of the Universe. The 
good news is that the God of the Creation is big enough, powerful 
enough, and caring enough to love every one of us! Jesus told his 
disciples in Luke 12: 27-28:  “Consider how the lilies grow. They do 
not labor or spin. Yet I tell you not even Solomon in all his splendor 
was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass 
of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the 
fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith!” 
 
The point is, it’s not really about me and what I’ve done, it’s about 
God and what He’s done! Jesus also said in John 3:16: “For God so 
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loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 
 
The “faith” part is what’s up to me! Let’s let God reign on His throne 
and not “box “Him into the smallness of our human thinking. Let’s 
accept, with gratitude, His gift this Holiday season! 
 
Prayer:  God, show me how to trust you to love me on your terms 
and not mine. Help me realize it’s about trusting you to do things 
your way. Please give me the assurance of your love and the 
ability to accept your generosity shown in the gift of your son, 
Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
 
Day 20 December 19 Why Do We Care About Jesus’ 

Birth Now? 
 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 
eternal life.  Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him. John 3:16-17 (NRSV) 
  
Jesus was born over 2,000 years ago, why does it still matter now?   
 
Seven hundred years before the birth of Jesus, the prophet Micah 
said that one would come to rule in Israel, one whose beginning is 
from the ancient of days.  It seems confusing to look to the past to 
envision birth in the future.  Yet, Micah proclaimed that one was 
coming who had always been.  He would bring peace and hope 
into the world.   
 
In Genesis, the plural pronoun “we” is used for the author of 
creation.  The disciple John understood that Jesus was always with 
God.  He was there at the beginning of creation, came to walk 
among us in this life, and through the resurrection returned to God 
to live eternally.   
 
Jesus was born into our midst to bring hope and blessing.  Though 
he walked on earth over 2,000 years ago, humanity still stands in 
need of his love.  He came to not shame or condemn humanity, 
but to inspire and bless humanity.  Why was he born on that day, in 
that year, to those parents, only God can truly understand.  
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However, Jesus is just as relevant this day as the days he devoted 
to his ministry of peace and reconciliation.  Though we may love 
the trimmings that come with the season, the real essence of 
Advent is waiting for the only one who came to love us into 
wholeness, love us into abundant life on earth, and love us into life 
everlasting. 
 
Into the profound darkness of the oppression of the Roman Empire, 
God sends Jesus to redefine God’s relationship with the Jewish 
nation and open the door to salvation for all.  Into the darkest of 
days, Jesus brings light.  Into the deprivation of oppression, Jesus 
brings hope.  Into the rules and regulations imposed by religious 
leaders to earn God’s love, Jesus brings the undeserved, 
unmerited, unconditional love of God.  Though we are far 
removed from the actual birth of Jesus in a stable in Bethlehem, 
we are still clamoring for his gifts of light, hope, love and 
everlasting life.   
 
Prayer:  Save us from our own skepticism, we pray, so that we will 
prepare our hearts to embrace the Child born so long ago but 
who continues to save us this day.   
 
 
Day 21 December 20 Where Do We Go From Here? 
 
I lift up my eyes to the mountains – where does my help come 
from?  My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and 
earth.  Psalm 121:1-2 (NIV)   
 
The first time the angel came to Joseph in his dreams, the calming 
words came quickly: Joseph, do not be afraid.  Don’t be afraid to 
accept Mary as his wife even if all of the social taboos and 
religious risks said to step away.  Don’t be afraid to accept the 
child she bore as his son, to raise him as his own, to be his father on 
earth even though he knew that this child was brought to this 
world for a greater mission than to succeed to Joseph’s carpentry 
business.  Don’t be afraid. 
 
He listened.  He trusted.  He went forward in faith.  He bestowed 
the child with the name suggested by the messenger:  Jesus. 
 
And then he was tested again:  Another dream.  Another 
message.  Another journey. 
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And again he listened, trusted and moved forward in faith.  
Joseph with his new wife and newborn son left in the dark of night 
to undertake a dangerous journey to Egypt, but avoided the more 
dangerous wrath of Herod.  This was not his plan, but this was his 
path.  He trusted, moved forward and was safe. 
 
So often we find ourselves in the middle of misdirection.  We are 
lost in the middle of the labyrinth trying to detect the path to the 
light.  Fear grips our hearts and fogs our mind.  Uncertainties, like 
manacles, lock us down, keep us from moving forward, and mire 
us in the muck of where we are.  The alternatives spin in front of us, 
and the right choice eludes us. 
 
Where do we turn? What do we do?  Where do we go? 
 
The message of the angels repeated so many times and to so 
many people, is ours.  Just as it was given to Mary, Joseph and the 
shepherds, it is given to us.  Don’t be afraid.  Trust in God.  The path 
for you may be difficult.  It may be one you would not choose.  It 
may be unpopular and risky. But the God who cared for Mary and 
Joseph will care for you.  He will provide.  He will keep you safe. 
 
The paths in this Christmas story are many.  For Mary and Joseph, it 
took them to Bethlehem, to the manger birth-bed, to sanctuary in 
Egypt and then back to Nazareth.  The shepherds went from their 
place of work, to the stable and then into the world spreading the 
good news of the Messiah’s birth.  The magi came from far 
countries to the political center at Herod’s throne, continued to 
the manger and then returned home. 
 
The paths of ministry are many, too.  The path to the hungry, the 
naked, and the oppressed lay in front of the disciples.  The path 
toward the gentiles was taken by Paul and the early church.  The 
path of grace, love, forgiveness and justice was modeled by the 
Christ. 
 
Where do we go from here?  We start where we are.  We accept 
the comforting words to not be afraid and to trust in God.  We go 
to the manger.  We listen and trust.  And then we go where God 
leads us. 
 
Prayer:  Our Guide and our Provider, open our hearts and minds to 
your words of comfort.  Remove our fears and bolster our trust in 
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you.  Grant us courage to accept the path you would have us 
follow. Amen. 
 
 
Day 22 December 21 Why Did God Do it This Way? 
 
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands 
of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn. Luke 2: 6-7 
 
Of all the ways God could have healed the world, why this one? 
Why did his plan include a poor, defenseless, newborn baby, born 
to a young, ordinary, Jewish family in the most impoverished 
circumstances? Given God’s power to create the cosmos, to 
cause plagues and part seas, wrapping the world’s salvation plan 
in the body of a newborn seems a bit anti-climactic.  
 
But if God hadn’t given us Jesus as a baby, we would continue to 
think that power comes from might not humility.  
 
But if God hadn’t come to us through birth we would continue to 
claim our identity in what we did or had, instead of our creation as 
a gift born in the world.  
 
But if God hadn’t been born to poor refugees, we wouldn’t know 
our calling as God’s people to welcome the stranger or to love 
and share with the poor. As Jesus says, “What you do to me, you 
do to the least of these.”  
 
And if God hadn’t come in a not so handsome, everyday human 
in the same way we do, God would not have entered our history. 
We wouldn’t be able to claim that God knows and carries our 
pain. We would not be assured that God is right here with us. 
Because Jesus was plain, and ordinary we know that God can 
and does work through ordinary time, ordinary people, and 
ordinary ways.  
 
And so this year, we give thanks that God brought us a Savior, 
born just like the rest of us, then  wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in an old manger.  
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Prayer: In the fullness of time, O God, you sent your son, to be 
born. And his name was Emmanuel: God With Us. We thank you for 
your Presence with us. We give thanks that you have entered our 
history and continue to work in and through it. We thank you for 
Jesus Christ, gift, savior, companion and friend. Amen.  
 
 
Day 23 December 22 Why Ponder? 
 
But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her 
heart.  Luke 2:19 (NIV) 
 
The baby was born.  The star was shining.  The angels were singing.  
The shepherds came to worship the child.  Mary was tired and 
relieved.  Her son was healthy and warm and she and Joseph 
were beginning a journey of wonder like no one ever before them.  
Huddled together the little family sought comfort and warmth from 
each other.  Nothing was what they had planned and yet, in that 
precious moment, holding their new born son, all was right.    
 
Mary treasured up all that had happened and pondered on them.  
She reflected on the words of the miracle that had taken place.  
She, a young girl, was favored by God.  Joseph took a leap of 
faith and remained committed to her.  Her cousin, beyond child 
bearing years, also had a son now.  Mary had encountered angels 
and witnessed the adoration of shepherds.   
 
All of this and much more offered on behalf of her first born son, 
Jesus.   
 
Mary kept all of this within her heart as the revelation of God’s 
great power and goodness.  With God, clearly, all things are 
possible.  It was now her commitment to listen to God as she raised 
this child and to follow wherever this journey with God would take 
her.   
 
Before long, she would be off to Egypt to seek safety.  Upon the 
return of the family to Israel, she and Joseph would watch as Jesus 
becomes more and more devoted to God.  Jesus will leave the 
family business and risk his life for three long years as he stands 
against the established religious community and proclaims the 
truth and essence of God’s relationship with humanity.  Jesus will 
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trust in God completely, even to his death on the cross and 
beyond.   
 
But Mary did not know any of this in those moments of quiet in the 
stable.  She only knew that she was blessed.  It is a universal 
experience at birth.  There is that moment of being overwhelmed 
by blessing.  Jesus’ birth is blessing for her and for all.  
 
As we count down the hours to Christmas Day, may we pause to 
ponder.  May we ponder about the love that Jesus has brought 
into our lives.  May we ponder about the many gifts of God within 
our lives.  May we ponder how we respond.  Christmas is so much 
more than ornaments and presents.  The birth of Jesus transformed 
the world forever.  We walk in that transformation as we live out 
our faith each and every day.  How will you reveal that 
transformation as you live the days before you?  Now that gives us 
all reason to pause and ponder. 
 
Prayer:  God of Creation, you bombard us with blessings.  
Especially during these next few hours, give me pause to focus on 
how the gift of Jesus brought new life so long ago and continues 
to infuse life with grace and love right now.  Forgive me when I 
take your gifts for granted and inspire me to reveal the wonders 
and blessings of your holy presence in my life as I live out each 
day.  In the name of the very reason for this season, Jesus the 
Christ, Amen.    
 
 
Day 24 December 23 Where is the Light Now? 
 
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 
Matthew 2:11 
 
We call it the Star of Bethlehem that star in the sky that led the wise 
men to the manger.  It is puzzling that the star was visible to 
foreigners who may have traveled 600 miles to find the baby 
Jesus, but the very nation that was awaiting the birth of a Messiah 
never really took notice of the star.  This supernova, if that is what it 
was, would have certainly drawn the attention of many, yet it was 
the three from far away that became motivated to investigate.   
 
One of our favorite maxims in life is about the “light at the end of 
the tunnel.”  When we feel like we are nearing the end of a 
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project, or when we are moving toward the end of treatment for 
an illness, or when we are coming to a legal disillusionment of a 
marriage, or when we are nearing graduation, the words, “I can 
see the light at the end of the tunnel” often come to mind.  Our 
reality, however, is that in the birth of Jesus, the beloved son of 
God, there is always light before us.  Even the most difficult 
challenges of life cannot overshadow the light of God’s love with 
us and empowering us.  We may feel that we are searching for 
light in the midst of disappointment or grief, but the Light that is 
Jesus Christ, never leaves us.  We are the ones who tend to turn 
from the Light to nurture our own wounds.   
 
A minister had a great friend in the congregation.  They played 
golf together, their families spent vacations together, and they 
built a lasting friendship.  Devastatingly, the minister’s friend died 
suddenly of a heart attack right after Thanksgiving.  The minister 
officiated at his dear friend’s funeral and then moved through his 
own heavy grief of this great loss in his life.  Each day, the minister 
planned to visit his friend’s family.  Each day, he found a reason to 
do something else.  The days passed.  Only a few days before 
Christmas, the minister knew he had to make the visit.  To his 
amazement, when he arrived at the home of his deceased friend, 
the house was completely decorated.  Lights trimmed the doors 
and windows outside and the tree inside was the biggest tree that 
the minister could ever remember seeing in that house.  With 
disbelief, the minister asked the wife, how could you have gone to 
all this trouble to decorate for Christmas this year?  The wife 
answered, “It is only through the birth of Christ that we are able to 
make it through the day.  It was only by the birth of Jesus that we 
have any hope of moving forward with their lives. The only light 
before us is the Light that is God’s love.  How could we not 
decorate?  How could we not celebrate the birth of Jesus?” 
 
“When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding joy.”  Let 
the rejoicing begin!  No matter what our circumstances, we stand 
in the Light now and always.  The Light is with us at the beginning 
of the tunnel, in the middle of the tunnel as well as at the end of 
the tunnel.  God give us eyes to see the Light that is Jesus Christ 
and a heart to welcome his healing and lasting love. 
 
Prayer: In this time of year when we are missing loved ones who 
are no longer with us, when we tend to list the deficits of Christmas 
celebrations that may not compare with our nostalgic fantasies or 
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past experiences, tune our hearts to your love for us and turn our 
eyes to your everlasting light. Guide us to the manger, we pray, 
where we will kneel with love and adoration and offer my life as a 
gift to the Christ child.  Amen. 
 
 
Day 25 Christmas Eve What is the Good News? 
 
The angel said to them: “Do not be afraid.  I bring good news of 
great joy that will be for all people! . . . A Savior has been born to 
you; he is Christ the Lord!  Luke 2:10-11 (NIV) 
 
On the eve of the celebration of Christ’s birth, we stand with the 
shepherds in the field. We wait in the dark and cold of the night.  
We strain to hear the angelic chorus.  We long to hear the 
message delivered on that night more than 2,000 years ago:  
Don’t be afraid!  Good news of great joy is yours!  The Messiah is 
born! 
 
The shepherds could not have known then what that really meant, 
what this Messiah would mean to them and to the world.  But at 
the end of Christ’s ministry, the good news was clear:  You are 
loved and can love unconditionally.  You are forgiven.  You can 
change the world.  You can bring peace to a troubled heart and 
a troubled world.  You can establish justice among God’s people. 
 
But we wonder – what is this good news for us today?  
 
If a shepherd can be the first to hear the announcement of the 
Messiah’s birth, certainly the message is meant for you.  If the 
magi, rich and wise, can interpret the signs of the Messiah, surely 
you can too. If a child, weak and vulnerable, can change the 
world, so can you. 
 
But with what we see day to day, we may doubt this this message 
is still alive.  It may seem that this Christmas message is an old tale.  
Our heavy hearts can’t see this good news blinded by what we 
see every day in the headlines and in the streets.  In our world, 
both near and far, violence prevails, disease runs rampant, 
children are hungry, families are torn apart and hatred is spread in 
the name of religion.   We wonder what can be done.  What can 
we do?  We are but one miniscule piece of the human puzzle.  It 
seems that all news is bad; certainly that is what the media has us 
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believe.  Where is this good news that has been promised? Where 
is this great joy? 
 
It is there if we listen.  It is there if we look.  It is there if we live it.  
 
We find it in our daily lives, person to person.   We find it as the sun 
rises on a day yet to be lived in grace.  We find it in the moon and 
stars.  We find it in creation.  We find it in children.  We find it in our 
elders.   
 
If you, like the shepherds, open your ears, you will hear the vibrant 
voices of our youth ministering to less fortunate children in a 
nearby neighborhood or comforting orphans a world away.  If 
you, like the magi, open yourself to the signs of Christ in this world, 
you will see the gracious smile of our neighbors shyly thanking 
those who just painted their walls or cut their grass or raked their 
leaves.   Or maybe you will see it in the tears of joy from the family 
putting their key in the front door of their new home.   
 
The good news is seen in the dozens of bags of food that fill a van 
to overflowing and in the interlocked arms of people of all races 
and denominations marching against violence in our city.  It is 
alive for those who walk through the food lines at Roberts Park 
leaving with a full stomach and a fulfilled heart.  
 
The good news is every day! Random acts of kindness.  Paying it 
forward.  Sacrificial efforts.  Putting others first.  
  
The good news is there for us.  We need only hear the chorus.  We 
need only be open to the signs.  
 
Christmas is the Good News!  
 
Prayer:  O God, Love came down at Christmas.  We received the 
most precious gift of a baby in the manger, your Son and our 
Savior. Help us to always keep you in our hearts, to do for others, to 
love fully and unconditionally, and to live each day with the 
message of Christmas!  This is the Good News!  Alleluia! Amen 
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Day 26 Christmas Day Why is Christmas a Time of Wonder? 
 
I Wonder? 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. Luke 2:15-20 
 
We don’t have enough wonder in our lives. We live in a fountain of 
facts. We are dripping with data. We access the outpouring of 
projected results in order to make plans for any area of our lives.  
The scores of windowless cubicles that are lined neatly one row 
after the other well symbolize the culture of our lives. They tightly 
contain as many workers as possible in order to minimize business 
overhead and maximize output.  While ordered and effective, our 
daily lives often miss the experience of wonder.  
 
Wonder…awe…amazement. These only emerge when we are 
confronted with something stunningly beautiful. When something 
stretches beyond our expectations and explanations, or when 
something touches the deepest part of our hearts. Only then, are 
inspired to wonder. And this is exactly what happened in the 
Christmas story with anyone and everyone who came in contact 
with the Christ child. 
 
In this part of the Biblical story, the angels hovered over the 
manger and broke into song.  This compelled the shepherds to 
wonder what could attract a host of celebrating angels. Upon 
seeing the child, the shepherds were amazed. They left glorifying 
and praising God; something about THIS child beautifully 
overwhelmed them.  In fact, the word “amazed” is only used in 
the Greek New Testament to describe the response of those who 
have come in contact with Jesus Christ.  Over and over again, 
those who came into contact with Christ left amazed and began 
new lives. They turned to possibility. They took risks. They helped 
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heal or change the world. Wonder and amazement will do that to 
a person, especially when it comes from Christ. 
 
Yes, in the Christmas story there are powerful stars, singing angels, 
evangelizing shepherds, and rich Magi. Yes, there is a virgin birth 
and circumstances that fulfill thousand year old prophecies only 
because some poor refugee family was on the run and couldn’t 
find a room. We can’t explain it all. Even so, the story and reality of 
Christ is still creating wonder and amazement thousands of years 
later for those who will draw near to the Christ child.  
 
Still today, tears and singing happen over baptismal fonts and at 
communion tables all over the world. Hearts change and move 
into service with people completely different from themselves to 
do things previously considered impossible. Amazement emerges, 
all because people have drawn near to the manger and 
experienced the Christ child. Even today, hearts and minds turn to 
wonder and life is changed.  
 
This Christmas day, let us draw near to the manger. Let us open our 
eyes, hearts, and minds to the gift of Christ who brings us the 
amazing love and power of God.  And because of Christ, may we 
wonder what might be possible.  
 
Prayer: At the birth of Christ creation stood still and held its breath, 
for God was doing the most unbelievable, dangerous thing. 
Through the birth of Christ God embraced humanity from the 
inside, as one of us, from birth to death. The impossible happened 
with Christ, making all things possible. Help us know O God how 
amazing your gift is. Turn our minds and hearts to wonder. Let us 
this Christmas and new year, live into new possibilities. Amen. 
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