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Year-to-Date 
Actual

Year-to-Date 
Budget

Year-to-Date 
Last Year

Revenues
     Pledges & Gifts 508,101.86$       518,143.45$       540,181.49$       
     Other Income (weddings, cell towers,etc.) 43,011.94          42,500.00          46,876.77          
     Children's Day In (CDI) Income 165,142.46         157,787.86         163,368.50         
     Sports Program Income 25,861.00          21,050.64          21,422.00          
Total Revenues 742,117.26$       739,481.95$       771,848.76$       
Expenses
     Apportionments 76,323.00$         76,323.00$         77,880.50$         
     Missions & Outreach 8,900.00            15,000.00          10,445.00          
     Program Ministries 23,368.98          27,940.96          23,127.26          
     Building & Grounds 76,411.55          74,893.77          74,267.32          
     Administrative Expenses 47,760.00          53,832.75          52,381.61          
     Wages & Benefits (excluding CDI) 289,380.76         287,595.80         297,872.96         
     Children's Day In Expenses (inc. wages & benefits) 110,891.21         111,953.25         106,850.59         
     Sports Program Expenses 12,207.97          12,159.47          13,018.36          
     Other Expenses (Wedding, banking fees, etc.) 3,343.35            3,113.79            8,671.07            
Total Expenses 648,586.82$       662,812.79$       664,514.67$       
Net Operating Income (Deficit) 93,530.44$         76,669.16$         107,334.09$       

Restricted Expenses
     Endowment Expense 66,367.46$         104,813.04$       
     Real Estate & Parsonage Expense 17,400.08          35,341.21          
     Temporarily Restricted Expense 90,062.17          115,361.04         
Total Restricted Expenses 173,829.71$       -$                  255,515.29$       

Total Expenses by Category
Budget and Restricted
Expenses Combined

Income from our endowment funds and from temporarily restricted and designated funds is also used to 
support the mission and ministry of our church.  The amounts spent from those funds are shown below.

Meridian Street United Methodist Church
Statement of Revenues and Expenses

Quarter Ended June 30, 2016
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ReCreation Experiences Asheville, NC 
By Katie Woodhouse 

A few weeks ago, I had the pleasure to join our own Meridian Street youth group on a week-long journey 
full of lessons in perseverance, faith, and most importantly, deep cleaning. 

After a 7.5-hour drive of walkie-talkie-ing back and forth between cars and some ruthless “Dem my 
Horses,” we arrived at ReCreation Experiences in Asheville, North Carolina, where we were given our task 
for the week. Our job was to work alongside Bill and Sallie Houser, two former veterans, CNAs, and 
clowns, in cleaning their house. Our information was limited, but we knew that the house, which was 
inherited by the couple from Bill’s parents, would require these items: face masks, gloves and trash bags. 
The most important things we would need, however, were unsaid at the time: perseverance and faith. 
 

The morning of our first work day, our crew was ready and excited to get to work, and armed with trash 
bags in our hands and masks on our faces, we marched into the Houser home prepared for the best 
situation possible. Inside, it became clear that no easy task faced us. Piles of boxes, clothing, technology, 
books, dust, ashes, cigarette butts, trinkets, used take-out boxes littered the floor and furniture. The dark 
living room was musty, and it was difficult to breathe in. Kassidy, our “camp counselor” for the week, 
divided us between the kitchen and the living room, which were to be our main projects. That first day, 
the task ahead of us seemed to grow and grow, as we threw trash bag upon trash bag into the 
dumpster on the lawn, and still little difference seemed to be made. Bill and Sallie locked their door and 
left around noon for lunch, and our group had the chance to collect ourselves on the lawn. The impact 
of the severity of what we had seen in the past few hours was obvious on our team, but we knew that in 
the state Bill and Sallie were in, they could simply not live like they had been anymore. By cleaning their 
house we were doing more than just going on a mission trip - we were changing people’s lives for the 
better. With that revelation, somehow most of our team pushed themselves to the limit after lunch to 
clear out a corner of the living room that Sallie claimed she had not seen since she moved into the 
house in 1999. We left our worksite that day tired, smelly, and dreading what awaited us the next day, 
but happy knowing that there was a chance, no matter how small, that we could get this house clean. 
 

The first day of mission trips is always the hardest, and that was definitely true this week. Slowly but surely, 
the house began to come together. Most of our group worked outside on Tuesday in order to rest our 
lungs, but after our day of rest on Wednesday (which involved white water rafting and exploring 
downtown Asheville), we were prepared for our coming tasks. Thursday and Friday were full of intense 
deep cleaning. We soaked trinkets and glassware in bleach, and discovered that cats we had thought 
were orange and striped were pure white, and glass we presumed was yellow was clear. We discovered 
the soothing chore of washing walls with 
magic erasers, and grimy green became 
blue. Disintegrated carpets from the 1950s 
uncovered beautiful hardwood floors. Black 
countertops and floors in the kitchen 
became white. The dining room table, 
which had at first been invisible under 
massive piles of old radio ware (Bill was also 
previously a radio announcer), was freed of 
the thick blanket of dust that had weighed it 
down for so many years. The old coffee pot 
that sat on the small patio off the kitchen 
was relieved from the thick vine that had 
wrapped around its handle, and given a 
new home in the back of the trash trailer, 
which at its peak carried nearly 2000 
pounds of trash. 

 



ReCreation Experiences Asheville, NC, continued 
By Katie Woodhouse 

On Friday, as our finishing touches started to wind into small adjustments, we found ourselves sitting on 
the new couch and chairs we had found under the mounds that had met us that Monday, listening to 
Sallie talk through all of the old photographs we had discovered. The windows were open and clear, the 
floor spotless, and not one of us had a protective mask on. Bill walked into the kitchen and marveled at 
the clean floors, although he had been so hesitant to open his doors and possessions to our bleach 
bottles and magic erasers. They did not lock us out that day during lunch time. Instead they trusted us 
with their home and their many possessions. It was then that I looked around and realized what a work of 
God this project had been. Not only had he willed us the power to clean 
out a long-suffering microwave and sweep long-dead mice out of the 
pantry, but he had willed us the understanding and courage to create a 
relationship with the Housers themselves. Yes, much of what we had thrown 
away was trash, but each piece was a memory, a portion of a past that for 
many people like the Housers is hard to let go of. It is easy to walk into 
someone’s home or observe someone’s actions and immediately judge 
them as “lazy” or “dirty,” but while working with the Housers our youth group 
grew to recognize and apprehend the emotions that go along with 
hoarding and other difficult personal situations. 
 

By helping Bill and Sallie with just cleaning out their house, we were able to institute a new pride within 
them, one for their own home. We may not have painted or roofed a house like we anticipated upon 
arrival at ReCreation, but we changed a couple’s lives both physically and mentally. Bill and Sallie now 
have a far healthier home to live in, and its newfound beauty may just give them the hope they need to 
start their lives over again, no matter their age. And for us at Meridian Street, we can now move forward 
with a pride for our own perseverance and an appreciation for God and the miracles he works. 

 

Finance Committee Update 
By Bob Greising, Chair of Finance Committee 

The Finance Committee held its monthly meeting a couple of weeks ago.   This was our first meeting after 
the conclusion of Anne’s ministry with us as Senior Pastor and the first with Steve Conger in this role.  As 
many of you have done, the Committee found itself doing some reflecting as well as projecting. 

 

From our position as one of several checkpoints over the Church’s financial health, we were able to 
understand and appreciate Anne’s stewardship to the Church in this area in a way that many of you 
would not know.  We need to be thankful to Anne for her attention to this area and her desire to hold us 
accountable to our call to financial stewardship.  Perhaps most importantly, we also appreciate her 
regular reminders of the linkage between the generosity of our God and the generosity you have shown 
to support all of the ministries and missions that we offer to our fellow man and to support our human and 
physical facility in support of that work.  During her time with us as Senior Pastor, we adopted a policy of 
setting a balanced budget that reflected the resources available to us.  She also encouraged us to 
support the vision of this Church as a whole through our financial gifts and resources and celebrated with 
us when we accomplished these goals.  This came through in our annual operating budget process and 
pledge drive but also as we were encouraged to participate in the capital campaign to help implement 
and move into the vision for this congregation for many years to come.  On behalf of the Finance 
Committee, Anne, thank you and Godspeed on your new adventures! 
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Finance Committee Update, continued 
By Bob Greising, Chair of Finance Committee 

Looking down the path of our collective faith journey, we are excited to work with Steve.  His experience 
with other churches – from launching a new congregation to shepherding a large well-established one – 
will serve us well as we continue the efforts to assure that our outreach and in-reach gain the financial 
support of the congregation.  On behalf of the Finance Committee, Steve, welcome and Godspeed on 
your connected adventure with us at Meridian Street! 

 

The Finance Committee is also pleased to report that halfway through this year, we are on solid ground 
against budget, and even are ahead in a positive way in many key areas.  We have experienced 
fluctuations in several line items on both the income side and the expense side which the Committee 
believes is within normal range and easily managed.  But our financial health depends on all of you 
meeting your financial commitment to Meridian Street.  This will help assure we can live out our ministry 
commitments this year and build on the legacy of grace and outreach that we find in abundance 
throughout our congregation.  With your continued support, we can achieve another positive financial 
outcome for Meridian Street for this year.  On behalf of the Finance Committee, thanks to each of you 
for your financial stewardship to this congregation, and Godspeed to us all as we move into this new 
chapter of our faith journey! 


