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Bible Sunday 

He is Risen! Breakfast with the Bunny 



Year-to-Date 
Actual

Year-to-Date 
Budget

Year-to-Date 
Last Year

Revenues
     Pledges & Gifts 259,707$           244,850$           293,669$           
     Other Income (weddings, cell towers,etc.) 7,831                 7,149                 7,144                 
     Children's Day In (CDI) Income 119,445             89,025               86,483               
     Sports Program Income 24,028               21,536               -                        
Total Revenues 411,011$           362,560$           387,296$           
Expenses
     Apportionments 27,108$             27,108$             30,054$             
     Missions & Outreach 9,600                 5,500                 4,000                 
     Program Ministries 7,816                 12,340               6,547                 
     Building & Grounds 48,925               45,525               40,892               
     Administrative Expenses 14,440               23,279               18,322               
     Wages & Benefits (excluding CDI) 141,490             142,020             124,167             
     Children's Day In Expenses (inc. wages & benefits) 57,641               52,301               52,997               
     Sports Program Expenses 8,317                 12,495               1,132                 
     Other Expenses (wedding, banking fees, etc.) 452                   520                   308                   
Total Expenses 315,789$           321,088$           278,419$           
Net Operating Income (Deficit) 95,222$             41,472$             108,877$           

Missions & Outreach 42,358$             29,149$             
Program Ministries 3,500                 4,064                 
Building & Grounds 15,178               38,588               
Wages & Benefits, Administrative 8,885                 11,319               

Total Restricted Expenses 69,921$             83,120$             

Total Expenses by Category
Budget and Restricted
Expenses Combined

Income from our endowment funds and from temporarily restricted and designated funds is also used to 
support the mission and ministry of our church.  The amounts spent from those funds are shown below.

Meridian Street United Methodist Church
Statement of Revenues and Expenses

Quarter Ended March 31, 2018
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Thoughts from a Cheerful Giver 
Kelly Frankel, member of Finance Committee 

As a new member of the finance committee, I have recently found myself spending quite a bit of time 
reading and thinking about giving. What do people think about when they give? Why do some people 
give more than others? Why is the topic of giving sometimes an uncomfortable conversation?  

As I thought about these questions, I came across a verse in the Bible that struck me, “Each of you should 
give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:7-8 NIV).  

This concept of “cheerfully” giving is new for me. I grew up in a church with a culture of “silent giving”. I 
rarely recall hearing our Pastor speak about giving, and when he did, it was usually an uncomfortable 
(and somewhat tense) sermon. What I have come to realize over the last few months is that if someone is 
uptight or defensive about giving, they do not truly understand the meaning of grace. 

In my pursuit to have more of a giving heart and to raise a family of cheerful givers, I have looked at other 
areas of my life that require giving but have nothing to do with money, and it has made me realize that 
there are many opportunities for me to put others first.  

Until we learn to be generous with our time, money, resources, and opportunities, we are not going to be 
like Christ. So I will ask you the same question I continue to ask myself: Money aside, are you a cheerful 
giver?  

 

Enjoy some pics of Meridian Street’s cheerful giving in action! 

 



Talking About Race in the Neighborhood 
Rev. Matt Landry •  mlandry@meridianstreet.org 

Since January, Meridian Street has engaged in some thoughtful and challenging conversation around the 
topic of race and reconciliation. The Social Justice Ministry Team of Meridian Street planned and facilitated 
a five week long book discussion on the book by author Debby Irving Waking Up White, and Finding Myself 
in the Story of Race. It was an enlightening conversation that ended with a presentation and discussion 
with Dr. Leah Gunning Francis from Christian Theological Seminary and author of Ferguson and Faith: 
Sparking Leadership and Awakening Community.  

This conversation guided us into a several month long series of presentations and conversations within the 
Butler Tarkington Neighborhood. Clergy and lay people from Meridian Street, North UMC, St Thomas 
Aquinas Catholic, Common Ground Church, Fairview Presbyterian, and St Paul’s Episcopal Church along 
with members of the Butler Tarkington Neighborhood Association gathered to talk about how we can 
begin to dialogue around the topic of race and build community within the neighborhood.  

This lead to our BTNA Faith Community offering a series of meals and 
speakers being hosted by congregations. In February, we welcomed to 
Meridian Street Dr. Frank Thomas from Christian Theological Seminary. In 
March, North UMC welcomed Rev. Charles Harrison from Barnes UMC and 
the Ten Point Coalition. In April, Fairview Presbyterian welcomed Dr. Leah 
Gunning Francis from CTS. We look forward to two final conversations on 
May 20th at St Paul’s Episcopal and June 17th at St Thomas Aquinas Church.  

All of these conversations are vital to ministry in any city. The church can be 
a place engaging in the challenging conversations of our culture with 
grace and love for each other. Meridian Street has done this and will 
continue to foster an environment where we can learn and grow with each 
other. It is our hope that these conversations will open our eyes to new 

opportunities to engage in ministry and build relationships right here in Butler Tarkington and throughout 
Indianapolis.  

Meridian Street Outreach—Hansman and Otto Grants 
Keisha Boger •  kboger@meridianstreet.org 

Meridian Street grants tens of thousands of dollars ($101,800 in 2017) each year to local non profit 
organizations.  Income earned from our endowment funds is used to fund these grants. 

Coburn Place (located at 38th and Park) is an organization that Meridian Street has financially supported 
with 7 grants over the last 10 years.  In its most recent January 2018 grant application, Coburn Place writes: 

Coburn Place is truly grateful for the past support from the Otto Legacy Fund and asks for an investment in 
2018 to support the expansion of its Enhanced School Break Services program to serve at least 245 children 
(an increase of 150%) who are survivors of domestic violence.  Coburn Place offers this program four times a 
year including: spring, fall, and winter breaks for one week of each break and for seven weeks during 
summer break.    Coburn Place provides a safe and stable place for children to play and enjoy time away 
from school; access educational and enrichment activities; and interact with peers and caring adults.  
Coburn Place provides meals and snacks during the program to replace the school provided breakfasts, 
lunches and after school snacks that are not available during school breaks.  (www.coburnplace.org) 

In 2018 Meridian Street granted $5,000 to offset the total $57,325 cost of this program.  This is just one 
example of the hundreds of ways Meridian Street uses its resources to fulfill our vision of communities thriving 
and growing in the fruit of the Spirit.  THANK YOU for your generosity and dedication. 


