
2nd Quarter 2018 

He is Risen! 

CDI Art Show, showcasing the Green Frogs 
preschool class, displayed beautifully in the 

Welcome Center—May 2018 

 

JuneFest:  music, fried chicken, and fellowship on 
our front lawn—June 2018 

 

Meridian Street sports program—celebrating the 
last game of the spring season in which we 

provided recreation to 281 children 



Year-to-Date 
Actual

Year-to-Date 
Budget

Year-to-Date 
Last Year

Revenues
     Pledges & Gifts 417,753$           424,350$           518,312$           
     Other Income (weddings, cell towers,etc.) 54,821               50,427               50,152               
     Children's Day In (CDI) Income 220,713             184,225             182,856             
     Sports Program Income 26,188               25,638               6,300                 
Total Revenues 719,475$           684,640$           757,620$           
Expenses
     Apportionments 54,216$             54,216$             60,108$             
     Missions & Outreach 20,700               16,400               12,150               
     Program Ministries 22,907               29,530               18,879               
     Building & Grounds 100,227             86,060               77,762               
     Administrative Expenses 34,334               43,901               34,711               
     Wages & Benefits (excluding CDI) 283,066             286,740             257,757             
     Children's Day In Expenses (inc. wages & benefits) 114,930             104,602             109,634             
     Sports Program Expenses 13,246               14,638               3,015                 
     Other Expenses (wedding, banking fees, etc.) 2,487                 3,500                 2,879                 
Total Expenses 646,113$           639,587$           576,895$           
Net Operating Income (Deficit) 73,362$             45,053$             180,725$           

Missions & Outreach 90,394$             58,547$             
Program Ministries 7,346                 6,805                 
Building & Grounds 47,157               90,556               
Wages & Benefits, Administrative 17,719               25,692               

Total Restricted Expenses 162,616$           181,600$           

Total Expenses by Category
Budget and Restricted
Expenses Combined

Income from our endowment funds and from temporarily restricted and designated funds is also used to 
support the mission and ministry of our church.  The amounts spent from those funds are shown below.

Meridian Street United Methodist Church
Statement of Revenues and Expenses

Two Quarters Ended June 30, 2018

Apportionments 
7%

Missions & 
Outreach

14%

Program 
Ministries

4%

Building & 
Grounds

18%

Administrative
4%

Wages & 
Benefits (excluding 

CDI)
37%

Children's Day 
In (inc. wages)

14%

Sports Program
2%

Other 
(wedding, banking 

fees, etc.)
0%



Capital Campaign Update 
Keisha Boger •  kboger@meridianstreet.org 

We have officially and finally closed the books on the expense side of our capital campaign projects.  All 
projects are 100% complete!  Keep in mind the revenue side of the campaign is still  in play — see below.    

What was the total cost for the welcome center? 

 $3,503,343—includes architect, Brandt Construction contract, Leach & Russell HVAC contract, 
insurance required to be carried during construction, owner rep fee, utility relocation fees, temporary 
signage, and other miscellaneous expenses 

What was the total cost for all of the projects under the capital campaign umbrella? 

 $6,152,612 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the status on overall capital campaign funding? 

 Positive and Optimistic 

Of the $6,152,612 we spent, we estimate that we will collect $6,137,000 from donor and estate 
contributions.  There is a very small shortfall of $15,000 — a not-so-subtle shout out to those who feel called 
to donate just a smidgen more towards these projects!  $50 per giving unit would about cover it! 

Also a reminder  of pledges still outstanding.  We  are counting on $177,000 of pledges  to be collected 
from now until 2021.  If you have an outstanding capital pledge you will be receiving a quarterly statement 
that details out past gifts and pledge balance.  Thank you again for your incredible generosity!   

 

Finance Committee Book Study 
Finance Committee and Keisha  Boger •  kboger@meridianstreet.org 

During 2018, the finance committee has participated in a book study, reading Kitchen Table Giving: 
Reimagining How Congregations Connect with their Donors by William Enright.   The following page 
features an article by Dr. Enright that provides an overview of his message. 

The book study has sparked conversation across the meeting table, reflections on historical giving trends 
and successes as well as brainstorming for innovative ideas to engage new generations of congregants in 
the financial prosperity of our church.  Over the next couple of months the committee will be cementing 
plans for the fall stewardship campaign and we ask for your prayers. This church does face a big challenge 
to raise sufficient funding to the launch the programs, outreach, and mission we envision for our faith 
community.   

A main goal of the committee is always improved communication about church finances. We publish a 
narrative budget as part of our stewardship campaign and this quarterly newsletter to provide a snapshot 
of church financial health and a few articles that highlight how and why we spend funds. 

Expense
2014 HVAC 1,529,835
3rd Floor/Sports Field 471,362
Sanctuary/Sound System 102,181
Kitchen 322,194
Welcome Center 3,503,343
Parking Lot 223,697
Total $6,152,612



Giving part of yourself is the best charity 
Dr. William Enright, originally published in the Indy Star and reprinted with permission 

Why are people of faith among the most generous charitable givers in the world? 

Historian James Hudnut-Beumler posed a similar question: Why do religious 
people pay through the institutions they support to be in relation to God?  To 
illustrate the joy of charitable giving and how it can spread, let me tell a story. 

Kelly was the new pastor in a Lutheran congregation that traditionally held a 
food and clothing drive each year at Thanksgiving. Kelly’s first assignment was to 
lead the annual Thanksgiving mission project, as the congregation sleepily raised 
a hundred or so food and clothing bags for the poor.  But Kelly had a larger vision, which she dynamically 
shared one Sunday in her sermon. She envisioned the congregation putting their arms around the needy 
in their neighborhood, thereby witnessing to the reality—as she put it—that Jesus was alive and present in 
their town. She challenged them to raise not 100 bags of food and clothing, but 500. Her enthusiasm 
ignited a contagion that captured the imagination and spread like wildfire through the congregation. 

After church that Sunday a 6-year-old boy sitting at the kitchen table with his parents asked what he 
could do. The family decided to create Kids Kits that would include toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, 
shampoo, and lotion for the church’s related food pantry. Their dentist heard of the project and donated 
four cases of supplies. 

The day following the sermon, a woman came to Kelly’s office and gave her an envelope she had been 
saving for such a moment containing $1,000 in small bills with the charge to “fan the fire.” A week or so 
later, the high school youth group, feeling neglected, decided they would try to raise the 500 bags 
themselves. The final tally: 870 bags of food and clothing, 97 Kids Kits and the donation from the dentist. 
Why was Kelly’s project so successful? She knew building a giving culture begins where a need exists that 
everyone can buy into and claim as their own. 

First, Kelly was authentic and passionate; she cared about the project and saw fundraising to be a part of 
ministry. Second, she intuitively grasped the limitations of the old, hierarchical “I’ll-tell-you-what-to-do” 
approach to religious fundraising.  Givers want to be a part of and have a voice in what is happening. 
When people give generously, they are giving away part of themselves.  Most importantly, Kelly answered 
the unasked question: How do I give money to God? She talked about giving as a practice of faith. 

My Jewish friends use the Yiddish phrase tikkun olam—acts of kindness meant to mend or repair the 
world—to capture the mystery of religious giving. As a rabbi explained to me: “In our giving, we partner 
with God in the healing of a frayed and fractured world.”  Jesus’ familiar parable of the sheep and the 
goats (Matthew 24) shaped the early Christians’ understanding of charitable giving. It is in our giving and 
caring for the hungry, homeless, and hurting that God shows up and we meet Christ. In giving, we 
participate in God’s love for the world and become the face of Christ to our neighbors. 

When faith informs our giving, the giving table is transformed into a table of lavish grace, hearty 
abundance, and contagious joy. We become part of God’s redemptive presence in the neighborhoods 
and communities in which we live. In a word, we become part of something bigger than ourselves! 

William Enright is a senior pastor emeritus, Second Presbyterian Church, and director emeritus of Lake 
Institute on Faith & Giving at the Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy. 


