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From the Desk of Pastor Steve 
The other day someone asked me why I take the position 

that I take on many of the so called, “social issues” of our 

day.  My answer is always pretty simple, but I realized 

that there was a huge disconnect in how I say it.  So, for 

the next few weeks, I am going to try to share what is, for 

me, one of the core tenants for who I am.  I hope that 

you will take the reminder that Pastor Mary shared with 

you Sunday and listen, without instantly trying to refute 

what I have to say or rationalize your position.  There will 

be plenty of time for that in the future. 

 

I was reading an opinion piece that has been floating 

around the internet these past few days, written by a 

theologian I greatly admire: Diana Butler Bass.  If you 

would like to read her complete piece (and I would 

highly recommend it,) it can be found here: 

https://www.cnn.com/2019/07/20/opinions/god-of-

love-had-a-really-bad-week-bass/index.html.   

She helps put into words the struggle that I have had my 

whole life.  I know it is not a piece that all will agree with, 

but after reading it, I would love to sit down over a cup 

of coffee and discuss it with you. 

 

But there is one more piece to the puzzle.  My 

understanding of God and God’s expectations of me 

can’t sustain themselves if they are based solely on the 

lessons I learned in Sunday School. At some point, our 

faith has to move beyond children’s songs (Jesus Loves 

the Little Children) and become manifest in how I live my 

life and the choices that I make.  I would be 

disingenuous if I said I have it figured out. I struggle with 

my faith EVERY SINGLE DAY.  I trouble myself over the 

reality that I don’t live as I wish (or I believe God wishes) 

but I am caught up with living as the world wants me to. 

 

 

 

 

There are two parts of the Bible that always draw my 

attention.  The Gospels (and particularly the Gospel 

according to Luke), but also the prophets; they always 

challenge my worldview and draw me back toward the 

kingdom we pray about when we pray the Lord’s Prayer.  

But there is another little book that really challenges me, 

and that is the letter of James.   

 

During the time when the sexuality issue was in our front 

window (yes, it is in many ways still there), I met with 

someone and we talked about doing a Bible Study 

together.  The book we settled on was James.  Have you 

ever read James?  I mean really read it?  Scot McKnight 

in the introduction to his commentary on James says: “In 

teaching the letter of James, one should walk to the 

front of the room and write these words in big letters on 

a chalkboard: Read James!” I invite you to read James. 

 

Over the next month, I 

will be working my 

way through the letter 

of James on Sunday 

mornings, and the 

truth is, I will only 

scratch the surface of 

this powerful five-

chapter letter.  I will 

wrestle with some of the main themes in this work: faith, 

the power of our words, the challenges of wealth and 

the importance of community.  I encourage you to 

Read James! and then read it again.  It is a short letter 

and worthy of our attention.  After you read it a couple 

of times (and in different translations) takes some notes 

and ask yourself: “What is it that James believes Jesus 

expects of us?” 

 

Peace,  

Steve 

August 2019 
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August Mission Focus 

James Whitcomb Riley School 43 and the Martin Luther King Community Center 

It’s back-to-school time! IPS starts school August 5, which means our neighborhood 

partners James Whitcomb Riley School 43 and the MLK Center are ready to start up 

fall programming. And we can be a part of it! We Methodists have a long history of 

supporting and valuing education in our communities. Back in 1748, John Wesley 

worked to open a school for children of coal miners near Bristol because he believed 

everyone should have access to education, regardless of gender or class. That was 

just the beginning of the “people called Methodist” championing education in 

England and later in the United States. 

 

School 43 welcomes a new principal this year – Lauren Johnson. Principal Johnson is 

committed to fostering a school environment where everyone wants to be there, and 

teachers and volunteers alike feel appreciated. How can you support School 43? 

 

1. Help with their Back to School event on Saturday, August 10 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m. The Meridian Street Gathering of Men is hosting a table at the event.  

2. Join in a community blessing and prayer for the school on Sunday, August 11. We 

will go over to the school after the 10:30 a.m. worship that day and join other 

neighborhood congregations. School 43 is about a 30-minute walk from the 

church, so if it is a nice day, consider walking to the school. There will be enough 

time between the end of the worship service and the start of the blessing. 

3. Donate funds to help purchase books needed for the school library or donate 

school uniforms (secondhand or new). Checks can be made payable to Meridian 

Street UMC, with a memo note “School 43”. 

4. Volunteer as a tutor. The school is very appreciative of tutors in as they build 

relationships with students and make a difference our neighborhood. 

 

Our neighbors at the MLK Center run an after-school 

program, in addition to their year-round work serving 

families and youth from birth through age 24. 

Meridian Street helped sponsor the summer 

programs at the MLK Center. A Hansman Grant 

supported the development of their new Best Buy 

Teen Tech Center – now in full use with students 

learning skills and growing their creativity through 

equipment to make t-shirts, music, and videos. 

Additionally, an Otto grant sponsored the summer 

teen work crew program. 

 

How can you support the MLK Center? Volunteer opportunities for the after-school 

program start in August and run from 4-6 p.m. each day. 

 

Just one or two hours a week can make an impact in a child’s life… and yours. 

 

Want to get plugged in? Talk with Bethany Scott (bscott@meridianstreet.org) or Pastor Mary Dicken 

(mdicken@meridianstreet.org) 

 

"At school 43 I tutored 

kindergarteners in reading 

and math.  I usually worked 

with 2-3 students at a time.  It 

was some of the most 

rewarding work I’ve done.  

For the most part, the kids 

really wanted to learn and 

getting one-on-one time was 

important. While learning 

their letters was the goal, 

they often wanted a smile, a 

hug and some positive 

reinforcement. (Susan Loftus, 

one of five Meridian Street 

members who volunteered 

as tutors last year.) 

 

“Tutoring a child is a phrase 

that concerns many folks, 

because ‘I have to have all 

the answers’ or ‘What if I don’t 

know how to do a problem?’ 

or ‘I am not good at 

teaching.’  Those were my 

concerns when I began 

tutoring in the IPS School 

System.  What I have learned 

is that kids need us – 

someone who is not their 

parent or teacher, who is 

patient, who has the time 

and the compassion for 

serving as a mentor and 

confidante, and who 

accepts them for who they 

are and the gifts they 

possess.” (Carolyn Kingen, 

another Meridian Street 

member and volunteer) 

“We are wrapping up 

another successful summer 

of programming with more 

than 50 youth in the camp 

and 45 teens in the work 

crew.  With your support we 

continue to be a safe place 

for youth to connect.” 

(Allison Luthe, executive 

director) 
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Join us for…An Evening with Anne Ryder 
Too often people like Mother Teresa are just statues or pictures on a wall --- inaccessible 

and almost more than mortal.  Anne Ryder had the privilege of being the last person to 

interview Mother Teresa and found in her a woman who was very human.  Anne will be 

with Meridian Street UMC on Wednesday, August 7th at 7 pm in our sanctuary to share 

the lessons she learned from Mother Teresa and how it changed her life.   

 

For 50 years, Mother Teresa endured “Such deep longing for God, so deep that it is painful, 

a suffering continual, and yet not wanted by God, repulsed, empty, no faith, no love no 

zeal,” she wrote in a letter.  For 50 years, she lived in what she called “the darkness.”  For 

50 years, Mother Teresa forced herself to smile toward God, writing that her smile was “a 

big cloak which covers a multitude of pains.” She went so far as to say that she often felt 

unwanted and unloved by God. 

Anne Ryder is one of the few journalists who have 

spoken about Mother Teresa’s “dark night of the soul.”  

Anne will share the how the lessons offered by Mother 

Teresa can bring meaning to our lives today despite our own challenges and 

imperfections.    

 

Please join us for this wonderful opportunity. This event is open to the community, so 

please invite your friends, neighbors and anyone who might benefit from this evening.  Following Anne’s sharing their will 

be an opportunity to gather for informal questions and sharing in the parlor. A free will offering will be taken to support 

the Martin Luther King Community Center, School 43, and the Indiana Alzheimer’s Association. 

 

 

VBS Wrap-Up 
We saw a lot of smiling faces on the 75 children and 

approximately 30 volunteers involved throughout the 

week of VBS 2019: To Mars and Beyond the last week of 

June. The four elementary groups - Aliens, Meteors, 

Comets, and Shooting Stars - and two preschool classes, 

the Rockets and Shuttles, were led by their “Star Guides” 

and Mission Specialists through their stations including 

Take Off Time in the sanctuary, Exploration Station 

(science), Bible Discovery, Galactic Games, Cosmic 

Crafts, and Super Sonic Snacks in our Constellation Cafe.  

 

VBS children learned Ephesians 3:20 as the memory 

verse: Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that 

we could ask or imagine by God’s power at work within 

us! Each day we studied biblical examples and 

discussed ways we can go beyond with God in faith, 

boldness, kindness, thankfulness, and hope - not only in 

our imaginary space exploration but especially in our 

daily lives. Daniel was our example of faith, Queen Esther 

took a stand and showed us boldness, the Good 

Samaritan showed kindness, the story of Jesus healing  

 

ten lepers focused on the one who was thankful, and 

Jesus comforting friends on the way to Emmaus showed 

hope.  

 

The children started living out 

these lessons with their mission 

projects which they made 

each day, including making a 

bank to collect change to 

donate to charity, thank you 

or welcome cards which were 

given to church staff and to each of our guests who 

were here in July with Family Promise, as well as 

placemats for Family Promise families. They also brought 

in books for our Book Drive for the Boulevard Place Food 

Pantry and we were able to deliver several boxes of 

books to give to children who visit there and for their new 

Little Library.  

 

Thank you to all of you who donated items or funds and 

gave of your time and energy to invest in the children of 

our church and community! May we all continue to go 

beyond with God every day. 

About our Speaker 

Anne Ryder is a freelance 

journalist, teacher and 

national speaker. Anne 

has reported from war 

zones, including Bosnia 

and the Kosovo conflict. 

She’s profiled the Dalai 

Lama and Mother Teresa, 

as well as numerous other 

peace-makers. Anne tells 

stories that celebrate 

hope, faith and the 

resilience of the human 

spirit.  
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Family Promise Hosting: Thank you! 
On behalf of the Family Promise coordinators, we would 

like to thank everyone who volunteered for our July IHN 

rotation. There were many hours spent preparing and 

lots of hands needed during the week we hosted. Once 

again, we received positive comments from the families 

about the gracious 

hospitality they 

received during their 

stay at Meridian 

Street, and we are 

happy to report that 

one of the families 

signed a lease while 

staying with us! 

Please continue to 

keep the families in 

your prayers. 

This is the 25th 

anniversary of Family 

Promise serving the 

greater Indianapolis 

area and a time to 

reflect on all the 

families we have 

graciously hosted 

over the past 25 

years! We will leave you with an excerpt from a letter, 

from the Family Promise Executive Director, that was 

presented to 5 families who completed the full 2-year 

optional AfterCare program. In addition, they received 

1 month of rent for achieving this milestone. "This 

program was started together by people of many 

different beliefs, but what was common in all of them 

was the faith that we are not alone—that a loving 

Providence is present to us. Though we hope you will not 

be in need in the future, we also hope it brings peace to 

let you know that as God is with each of  

us, God is with you. We are with you too, and none of us 

is alone".  

 

Our final IHN rotation for 2019 is the week of October 

27th, and we hope you can serve with us during our next 

time of Radical Hospitality. 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES  
It is time for Chancel Choir and Bells to begin rehearsals 

for the fall and YOU are invited to join us!  All 

participation in choirs and bell groups is by open 

invitation and short-term options are available for those 

with busy schedules. 

 

• Rehearsals for Chancel Choir will begin on 

Wednesday, August 28 at 7:15 p.m.  We meet 

weekly in the Sanctuary and sing for 10:30 

worship service weekly. 

• Chancel Bells will begin rehearsals Sunday, 

September 8 from 11:45 – 12:45 p.m. 

• Gospel Ringers, grades 2 – 5, will begin rehearsals 

Sunday, September 8 from 9:30-10:15 a.m. 

• Celebration Bells is a collaborative youth/adult 

bell choir that will offer some short-term 

opportunities throughout the year.  It is open to 

anyone grade 6 through adult. 

 

If you are interested, please make it a priority to contact 

Peggy Marshall, Director of Music Ministries; Miriam Wells-

Metelko, Director of Chancel and Celebration Bells; or 

Beth Larner, Director of Gospel Ringers with any 

questions you have.  We would love to have you join in 

all the musical fun and worship opportunities Meridian 

Street has to offer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This note from one of the guests 

was found on the desk in the 

Welcome Center during our 

hosting week. Thanks to 

everyone for your gracious 
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Youth Update 

by Leigh Heydenburg, 

Minister of Youth and Young 

Adults 
I want to take this chance to 

introduce myself. I was born in 

Ann Arbor, MI and grew up 

attending First United Methodist 

Church Ministries and originally invited Jesus into my 

heart through their youth program.  I am passionate 

about spreading Jesus’s love and doctrine and building 

strong relationships in the community through fellowship 

and service. 

 

I have been loving 

my time so far 

getting to know the 

youth and believe 

this is a unique, 

bright and special 

group. We have 

played some 

games (putt-putt and nine square) and had a lot of fun! 

We have also dived deep into learning about each 

other’s prayer requests and challenges in developing 

friendships. We talked about the values and 

characteristics Jesus brought when he talked to the 

Samaritan woman at the well and how we can apply 

this genuine, caring nature in our friendships. This 

reflection created a new excitement for this upcoming 

school semester as youth start to meet new people 

during classes and after school activities.  

 

We are all also getting very excited for the fall youth kick-

off coming up on August 4th at 11:30. We are going to 

have burgers, hotdogs, chips and drinks but feel free to 

bring a side or dessert to share and we would love for 

parents and all of your family and friends to attend. I am 

looking forward to getting to know this group more and 

growing with everyone on our faith journey.  

 

A Living Stone 

by Billy Burgin,  

Financial Secretary 
 

I am blessed beyond 

measure! 

 

I want to take the opportunity 

to tell you that, because I feel 

truly blessed to have the opportunity to serve God and 

Meridian Street as Financial Secretary. If you had asked 

me a year ago where I was going in my career, I 

wouldn’t have told you that I was going to be in this 

role or even a role like it. For the longest time, I thought 

I was wiser and knew what was better for my life than 

God. Yet, God has called me to take care of His sheep 

and His church. Thus, the Holy Spirit has been busy at 

work changing my heart and has brought me this 

wonderful opportunity to be a servant to Meridian 

Street United Methodist Church. 

 

Come to Him, a living stone, though rejected by 

mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 

like living stones let 

yourselves be built into a 

spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ. 

(1 Peter 2:4‐5 NRSV) 

 

That verse speaks a lot to me and how I feel God has 

called me to His service. Yes, sacrifices were made to 

leave my career and pursue this, but my family and I 

have tremendous peace knowing that we are following 

what God has put before us. I view finances as a 

ministry. It is the faithful representation and exercise of 

good stewardship to ensure the church can fulfill the 

work of the Holy Spirit not just within the church, but also 

in the community and the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I feel incredibly blessed to be 

welcomed into this church 

community and can’t wait to 

see all the ways God can work 

through me to touch the hearts 

and souls of these youth.” 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

August 4 Youth Fall Kick-off 

August 7 An Evening with Anne Ryder 

August 10 Back to School event at School 43 

August 11 Community Prayer of Blessing at School 43 

August 18 Back to School Bash 

 

Learn about these and other programs at meridianstreet.org 
 


