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Total Expenses by Category 
(Budget and Restricted Expenses Combined)

Meridian Street United Methodist Church
Statement of Revenues and Expenses

Year Ended December 31, 2015

Year-End     
Actual

Annual          
Budget

Actual
 Last Year

Revenues
     Pledges & Gifts  $943,361.26  $950,200.00  $926,584.60 
     Other Income (weddings, cell towers,etc.)  61,629.02  63,422.00  62,505.17 
     Children’s Day In (CDI) Income  269,407.50  280,600.00  284,257.88 
     Sports Program Income  45,732.00  44,900.00  41,860.50 
Total Revenues  $1,320,129.78  $1,339,122.00  $1,315,208.15 
Expenses
     Apportionments  $155,756.00  $155,756.00  $158,222.00 
     Missions & Outreach  29,300.00  30,200.00  30,000.00 
     Program Ministries  50,457.52  57,950.00  51,882.74 
     Building & Grounds  138,338.05  140,008.00  134,138.42 
     Administrative Expenses  92,392.90  101,938.00  88,176.85 
     Wages & Benefits (excluding CDI)  592,264.96  604,172.40  579,281.60 
     Children’s Day In Expenses (inc. wages & benefits)  196,621.84  213,000.00  205,198.75 
     Sports Program Expenses  23,461.14  24,500.00  23,172.02 
     Other Expenses (Wedding, banking fees, etc.)  12,674.41  9,100.00  10,276.64 
Total Expenses  $1,291,266.82  $1,336,624.40  $1,280,349.02 
Net Operating Income (Deficit)  $28,862.96  $2,497.60  $34,859.13 

Income from our endowment funds and from temporarily restricted and designated funds is also used 
to support the mission and ministry of our church.  The amounts spent from those funds are shown 
below.

Restricted Expenses
     Endowment Expense  $207,753.54    $318,669.24 
     Real Estate & Parsonage Expense  64,154.97    19,880.61 
     Temporarily Restricted Expense  245,112.70   1,551,914.22 
Total Restricted Expenses  $517,021.21    $1,890,464.07 
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How We Have Lived Out Our Call to Discipleship
By Matt Landry  •    mlandry@meridianstreet.org

MISSIOn TEAM
We are in our community and around the world serving God and serving others in the name of Jesus Christ.  Meridian Street 
offers many opportunities throughout the year to serve at a local mission agency or to go on a short-term mission trip in 
another state or another country.  Meridian Street understands God’s call to love and serve our neighbor.

You are invited to help serve the needs of 
people and communities in the United States 
and throughout the world.  The Mission Team 
focuses on serving and supporting those in 
need outside of the Central Indiana area in 
cooperation with established churches or 
missions.  We work globally and nationally with 
organizations that are the hands and hearts of 
Jesus Christ throughout the world. 

We are in committed mission partnerships with 
Andean Rural Healthcare based in Montero, 
Bolivia which helps provide healthcare for 
mountain communities lacking these resources. 
We also partner with Fairfield Outreach and 
Sponsors Association that supports the Fairfield 
Children’s Home at the Old Mutare Mission in 
Zimbabwe. Through community orphaned 
children are raised in a loving and supportive 
way and empowered to thrive. We send teams 
and help resource. Finally, we send a team 

each year to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Chatham, Illinois. Teams join the efforts to help prepare supplies for 
natural disasters around the world. 

2015 was an exciting year for our mission outreach at Meridian Street. We renewed our commitment to the Fairfield Children’s 
Home in Mutare, Zimbabwe by sending 21 youth and adult missionaries in June. It was a powerful experience to serve the 
children and families of the children’s home and to experience the beauty of Africa. This trip continues our long partnership with 
FOSA, Fairfield Outreach & Sponsors Association. In the fall, a dozen missionaries served at the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief Distribution Center in Chatham, IL. This continues our extensive partnership with UMCOR. 

Zimbabwe Mission Trip—the children of Fairfield

Zimbabwe mission trip—at the Fairfield Children’s Home



In 2015, the Missions Committee continued our financial and prayerful support for FOSA in Zimbabwe; Andean Rural Health Care 
in Bolivia; our local Crop Walk; Curamericus Global that serves Latin American nations; Rev. Bob Walters who is a missionary 
in Africa; Fairbanks Native Bible Church in Alaska; Hillcrest AIDS Center in South Africa; the Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
(UMCOR) in Chatham, IL; Rutherford Banda who is a missionary in Lilongew, Malawi; and United Methodist Committee on 
Relief support of Syrian refugees. As you can see, our international mission outreach at Meridian Street continues to impact 
lives around the world, from Africa to Latin America and beyond. 

We are excited about our mission opportunities in 2016 as well. In late April we will be taking a team to Guatemala. We will be 
serving with Indiana United Methodist organization, Mission Guatemala. In June, we will be taking a “Mission and Justice Trip” 
to Washington DC. We will be learning from the United Methodist General Board of Church & Society about our call to justice, 
while participating in mission projects as well. Our last mission trip opportunity will be in August to the Midwest Distribution 
Center in Chatham, IL. If you are interested in learning more about our ministry partners above or our mission trip opportunities, 
please contact David Gorden or Gaye Rardon, our Co-chairs of the Mission Committee.

CHURCH & COMMUnITY COMMITTEE
Throughout the year, we offer several opportunities to serve here at home. The Church & Community Team leads this effort. We 
partner with several ministry organizations around the City of Indianapolis to help offer relief, resource stability, and empower 
recovery and independence with neighbors in need. As the body of Christ, called the church, we understand our mission to 
be the same as that of Jesus on earth. Our purpose is to love and serve.

Our local ministry partners include Habitat for Humanity, neighbor to neighbor, Meals on Wheels, Fletcher Place Community 
Center, Soups On @ Roberts Park United Methodist Church, and 
Family Promise/ Interfaith Hospitality network.  We also continue 
our support of the Fletcher Place Community Center and Vida 
nueva food pantries. We have also formed a partnership with 
the Martin Luther King Community Center in late 2015. We look 
forward to continuing this partnership in the new year. Our ministry 
partners are supported through our donations, volunteering, and 
our financial gifts as a part of our Church & Community budget.

Delivering stuffing—made by Meridian Street 
members— for the Soup’s On Thanksgiving meal for the 
homeless.  

Hard at work on a Saturday morning Neighbor to Neighbor 
home repair project.



Inviting the community in for Trunk or Treat

Habitat for Humanity / INUMC house build

CHILDREn’S MInISTRY OUTREACH In 2015
The Children’s Ministries at Meridian Street had a number of 
community outreach events this past year.  Our Breakfast with 
the Bunny and Easter Egg Hunt held the day before Easter is a 
big neighborhood favorite.  Families from the church and the 
neighborhood gather in the back parking lot for breakfast, 
fellowship and pictures with the Bunny.  Last year, the more than 
3,000 plastic eggs were cleaned off the sports field in minutes!

Summer brings us to Vacation Bible School.  This past year we scaled Mount Everest and learned about the amazing power of 
Jesus Christ.  More than 130 kids spent the week singing, dancing, playing games, learning Bible stories and experiencing the 
wonder of God’s world.  More than 50 volunteers make this week a fabulous, faith filled experience.  Our VBS offering went to 
purchase school supplies for the children in nepal affected by the earthquakes.

In October, the neighborhood was back with us for Trunk or Treat.  Members of the congregation decorated their cars and 
handed out treats to hundreds of kids in all sorts of fun costumes.  We also had pumpkin decorating, cookie creations and a 
popcorn bar along with our favorite balloon twisters.  It was a beautiful afternoon offering a safe place for the neighborhood 
kids to trick or treat.  

Our Faith Friends also participated in community outreach events as a part of their programing this year.  Our focus was 
Soup’s On at Robert’s Park.  We made 450 sandwiches and put together sack meals to hand out on one of the Sundays when 
Meridian Street served.  The children and their parents also took a turn serving on Sunday morning and we spent one morning 
putting together activity bags to be given out during Advent to the children served by Soup’s On. 

The Christian Education Committee is currently working on planning additional opportunities for Meridian Street to reach out 
to the children in our neighborhood.  

OTTO LEGACY FUnD GRAnT DISBURSEMEnTS 2015
Coburn Place Safe Haven, $2,500 to support their summer camp for children who are residents at the agency.  This provides 
resources for field trips and other enrichment activities. (this was the third year, so won’t be considered in 2016)

Little Red Door Cancer Agency, $3,500 for children challenged by a cancer diagnosis to attend a special summer camp.  
(also 3rd year)



Girls Incorporated $5,000 to support summer day camp experiences. (also 3rd year)

Wesley United Methodist Church, $4,000 to provide licensed teachers for their summer enrichment program.  (also third year)

Shepherd Community Center, $3,000 to support the summer camp activities.  (also third year)

Freewheelin’ Community Bikes, $5,000 to support the Earn-a-Bike program for children.

Martin Luther King Community Center, $5,000 to support Youth Resiliency Circles. 

Westminster Community Ministries, $3,135 to support overnight camping for youth at Happy Hollow.

Meridian Street UMC Gathering of Men, $1,830 to support the Men’s Retreat. 

Meridian Street Children’s Ministries, $2,500, to provide partial scholarships for Methodist summer camp participation by 
children who attend Meridian Street.  

HAnSMAn FUnD GRAnT DISBURSEMEnTS 2015
The Hansman fund focuses on two main criteria of Experimental or Outreach to guide decisions on the grant approval 
process.  The committee can recommend approval of a grant on the basis that the organization provides something new to 
the community or is attempting to solve a problem in a new or creative way.  It can also recommend approval of a grant if 
the organization supports people or communities in need.  This past year in 2015, the Hansman Committee reviewed grant 
requests from sixteen organizations in the Indianapolis area totaling over $120,000.  The committee approved $71,000 of grant 
requests for these organizations.  The majority of the programs who were granted funds align with the current mission themes 
of Meridian Street.  Below is a list of the programs and their intended use of the funds.  

HOMELESSnESS
Indianapolis Interfaith Hospitality network’s (IHn) expanded their Aftercare program focusing on intensive case management 
after permanent housing is obtained in order to decrease the probability that the families revert back to homelessness. 
 
Soup’s On at Roberts Park replaced damaged tables and folding chairs in order to provide a more sanitary eating environment 
for those being served each Sunday.  

HABITAT FOR HUMAnITY
Indianapolis Habitat for Humanity was granted funds to aid in the Greater Indianapolis United Methodist Church build for 2015.  

AT-RISK FAMILIES AnD CHILDREn
Peace Learning Center is providing funding for the One Indy Initiative.  Community outreach sessions will be held at local 
elementary schools, bringing children, parents, and police/public safety personnel together in an effort to help educate, 
inspire, and empower people to live peacefully.  The effort will enhance collaboration between the schools, parks, community 
centers, and faith based institutions in the Indianapolis area with a goal of curbing the violence in our city.  

Westminster neighborhood Services have hired a part-time chaplain to lead a K-8th grade after-school and summer program.  
The program will incorporate moral and Biblical lessons with a modern approach that relates the lessons to real-world scenarios. 

Old Bethel United Methodist church led by Jen Gibbs have used the funds to replicate a proven family support outreach 
model for the Hispanic community in their area that will focus on strengthening various areas of life including physical and 
spiritual.  

Southeast Community Services will use funds to launch a “barrier busting” support program focused on low-income individuals 
living in southeast Indianapolis who face significant barriers in obtaining, securing, and maintaining employment.  The program 
will help these individuals obtain necessary license and education requirements, purchase work clothes and equipment, and 
provide transportation to and from interviews and work.  



Assistance League of Indianapolis served 32 K-8 students through Operation School Bell® with our grant funding.  The students 
received new school clothing, shoes, hygiene kits, and books.  All students served meet the qualification of living at or below 
the Federal Poverty Line.  

Martin Luther King Community Center has implemented a neighborhood Engagement ministry to engage residents, partners, 
and stakeholders around the programs, services, development, and projects going on in the neighborhood.  Their goals focus 
on bridging racial and economics divides to bring everyone together to curb the violence in the city.  

MERIDIAn STREET GRAnT REqUESTS
Africa University support through The Indiana Conference and our mission team.  

Random Acts of Kindness distributing envelopes on the second Sunday of Advent to the congregation.  Each envelope 
contains a card with money and is to be given by congregation member to people in the community as an unexpected 
symbol of God’s gift.  

If you have any questions regarding the Hansman fund or you know of an organization that could potentially benefit from a 
Hansman grant, please contact Matt Landry or Matt Rittenhouse at 317.407.6864.

CHILDREn’S DAY In
With funding through parent donations, CDI adopted a family through United Way’s “Adopt a Family” program.  We adopted 
a single mom and her 4 boys.  We were able to provide them with clothes, toys, books, puzzles, games, coats, hats, gloves, 

boots, and more for Christmas.  

YOUTH GROUP
Throughout 2015, by far our most popular 
events were service work. The youth at 
Meridian Street have such servant hearts 
and truly understand the need and call to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ. This 
year we have: hosted IHn twice, served at 
Soup’s On twice, traveled to Zimbabwe and 
worked with children at Fairfield Children’s 
Orphanage, served at Gleaners food bank, 
helped revive a home with neighbor to 
neighbor, and shopped for Christmas gifts 
for Fletcher place.  

Children’s Day In supports Adopt a Family through United Christmas Services
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The Easy Giving Choice
By Keisha Boger •    kboger@meridianstreet.org

With Easy Giving you are able to make contributions directly through your checking account. Easy Giving saves 
you the trouble of writing checks.  It’s a convenient way of managing your gifts to the church and is the least 
costly of the electronic giving options to the church.  If you prefer online giving, that can be done on our website 
at meridianstreet.org/stewardship using either your credit/debit card or checking account deductions.

EASY GIVInG EnROLLMEnT FORM

name_____________________________________________________      Envelope number_______________________

Address___________________________________________________       Daytime Phone_________________________

E-mail_________________________________________________________________________________________________

□   Deduct on the 15th of each month only    
□   Deduct on the 30th of each month only         Amount to deduct $_______________
□   Deduct on both the 15th and 30th of each month

I / We authorize Meridian Street United Methodist Church to make the above described automatic deductions 
beginning on ________________   I / We understand that the amount may be increased, decreased, or canceled 
at any time by calling the church financial secretary.

Signed___________________________________________________________________________________________

If you wish to use Easy Giving option, please attach a voided check to this form and return to Keisha Boger at 
the church office.


