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Greetings!
 

The very first "house of God" was not a "house" at all, but a tent. It was called the Tabernacle
or the "tent of meeting." This was the place where Moses went to meet with God on a one-on-
one basis. God's presence in this house of worship was indicated by a cloud hanging over the
entrance to the tent. The tent was portable-a very practical thing for a nomadic group of
people as they traveled about. There were three areas that made up this house of God: the
open court around the tent, the tent itself, and an interior area called the Holy of Holies. The
sacred chest containing the Ten Commandments was kept in the Holy of Holies.
 
The Tabernacle was built and furnished with gifts from the people. (Remember the gold, silver,
and bronze the Egyptians gave the Israelites to leave?) The people also gladly contributed their
skills and time to build this special place of worship. The Tabernacle came to stand as a
reminder that God was with them. Everyone took part in building the Tabernacle. Each person
contributed according to her or his skill and generosity. Praise and worship became a
centerpiece of the community. Our worship time today has the same effect. Praising and
honoring God is what God's people do.
 
Read the following together as a family:Read the following together as a family:
God told Moses to have all the people bring offerings of gold, silver, bronze, acacia wood,
gems, olive oil, spices, dyed yarn, goat hair, dyed ram skins, and leather. The people brought
all they had to honor God. God gave instructions to build a special box, the ark of the
covenant, to keep the sacred tablets that had the Ten Commandments written on them. This
box would be carried ahead of them wherever they went to show that God was going before
the people. God said it was also time for the people to build a place to worship. Since the
people still had far to travel over many years, god had them build a sacred tent called a
Tabernacle. God gave them exact directions on which materials to use where. After everything
had been gathered and the people worked together to build everything the way God
instructed, they had a special tent where they could worship God and make offerings to God.
When the ark was placed in the tent, the cloud of God's presence, which had been leading the
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people, came and settled on the tent. The Tabernacle helped the people to know God was
with them and God cared for them wherever they went in the wilderness.
 
Family Time Questions:Family Time Questions:
What do you think the people were thinking as they worked together to build a big tent for
God? Do you think they were happy to have a place to worship God? How does their tent
differ from our place of worship?
 
Prayer: God help us find ways to see you every day and every night in all we do.Prayer: God help us find ways to see you every day and every night in all we do.
Help us to remember that you are always with us and you care. Amen.Help us to remember that you are always with us and you care. Amen.
 
Have a blessed Thanksgiving!
Elisa

Bible VerseBible Verse
" 'I'll take you as my people, and I'll be your God.' " Exodus 6:7

For more information go to www.deepbluekids.com
Mark your calendars for our Advent Fair on December 4  and the Reindeer LunchMark your calendars for our Advent Fair on December 4  and the Reindeer Lunch
on December 11.  Both are following 10:30 worship.  Fun for all ages!on December 11.  Both are following 10:30 worship.  Fun for all ages!
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