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Greetings!
 

As the Israelites wandered in the wilderness, God continued to provide for them.
In Egypt they had led a hard, but dependable life. In the wilderness, things were considerably
more insecure. When God finally led the people to the base of Mount Sinai, God and the people
renewed the covenant that had begun many generations before with Abraham and Sarah. This
new covenant was outlined in ten life-giving laws.
  
Today we call these laws the Ten Commandments. The people were no longer a rag-tag group
of slaves. They had become a community of faith. And God knew that they needed guidance. It
had been generations since they had been in charge of their own destiny. The covenant with
God, with the Ten Commandments providing the foundation, was a good start.
  
Our kids have rules at home, at school, on the bus, on sports teams, and on the playground. In
every sense, their lives are organized around rules. Rules for them set the boundaries of adult
expectations. Rules say what's fair and what's not. Rules tell children how to proceed. However,
the Ten Commandments are more than rules. They are laws-commandments. If the people
belonged to God, then they must live by these commandments. God's laws set us apart from
the laws of the world. God's laws challenge us to live in peace and justice with all human
beings. These laws define what it means to be a part of God's people.
  
Read the following together as a family:Read the following together as a family:
God had Moses lead the people to the base of Mt. Sinai to camp there. God told Moses to
come up the mountain to meet God there. At the top of the mountain, God gave laws to
Moses for the people to follow. God carved ten laws known as the Ten Commandments into
stone for Moses to share with the people. God said for the people to (1) have no God before
God, (2) not worship other gods, (3) not misuse the name of God, (4) remember to observe the
sabbath, (5) honor their parents, (6) not murder, (7) love their wife or husband, (8) not steal,
(9) not lie, (10) not want things that belong to others. The Ten Commandments were laws God
gave to the people to
help them know how to live. God knew that one of best ways to care for them was to give
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them rules to all follow so they would be able to see God and their God and live together in
peace.
  
Family Time Questions;Family Time Questions;
What do you think Moses thought when God called him to the mountain? Why do you think
God felt he needed to give the people rules? Do you think they were happy to get the rules?
Are these still good rules today? What do you think would happen if we had no rules?
  
Prayer: Caring God, thank you for loving us enough to give us guides that willPrayer: Caring God, thank you for loving us enough to give us guides that will
help us to honor and love you and all your people. Amen.help us to honor and love you and all your people. Amen.

Have a blessed week!

Elisa

Bib le VerseBib le Verse

" 'I'll take you as my people, and I'll be your God.' " Exodus 6:7

For more information go to www.deepbluekids.com
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