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Greetings!
 

The Israelites were free from their Egyptian servitude, but not yet ready to be God's people. Entry

into the Promised Land was at least a generation away. To mold the people into God's people,

God led them on a round-about journey. The terrain was inhospitable, the soil sandy. There was

little vegetation for the livestock (or the people), and water was scarce. When times got tough,

God's people began to complain. When the food that the people had brought with them from

Egypt was exhausted, God responded to the people by providing for their daily needs. God

provided manna for them to eat every day. God provided ways to make drinkable the alkaline

water in the wilderness. God caused migrating quail to land in their camp to provide a meat

source. God even caused water to flow from the desert rocks. The wilderness journey became a

40-year lesson in learning to trust in the power of God.

 

In the beginning, God created a world that could produce enough food for all people. We live in

a land where food is so plentiful that it is actually wasted. How can it be that people in the world

(and in our own communities) are hungry and without the basic necessities of life? Why doesn't

God provide for them? God does. God calls us to be in partnership to make sure this happens.

We are called to share our bounty so that everyone will have enough. Talk with your kids about

what your family can do to share what you have with others.

  

Read the fo llowing together as a  family:Read the fo llowing together as a  family:

Moses and the people had crossed safely through the Reed Sea and were able for the first time

as a nation of God's people to come together and worship God. God then directed Moses to

lead the people into the wilderness to begin their journey to the Promised Land. The people

traveled for three days without finding and water. The first place they found water it was bitter

and they grumbled and complained to Moses. God told the people to remain faithful and God

would care for them. Soon they came to a place with twelve fresh springs of water and camped

there. As the people traveled more, they grumbled and complained that they were hungry. They

wanted to go back to Egypt, where there was food. God cared for them. God caused manna, a
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marshmallow/bread-like substance, to fall from the sky each day. God told the people to only

take what they could eat for the day because it would spoil. God also sent quail for them to eat

as meat. They continued in their travels and soon they needed water again, so they grumbled

and complained to Moses. God cared for them and told Moses to hit his staff against a rock.

When Moses did, fresh water came rushing out of the rock. Every time the people grumbled and

complained, God was faithful to them and cared for them.

  

Family Time Questions;Family Time Questions;

Have you ever grumbled and complained when something wasn't quite right? Do you ever bug

your folks when it takes too long to get someplace? Do you think God ever got tired of their

complaining? How about Moses?

  

Prayer: Dear God, we know that we c an grumble and c omplain when things don'tPrayer: Dear God, we know that we c an grumble and c omplain when things don't

go  the way we think they should. Thank you fo r being fa ithful to  us in sp ite o f ourgo  the way we think they should. Thank you fo r being fa ithful to  us in sp ite o f our

attitudes. We love you! Amen.attitudes. We love you! Amen.

Have a blessed week!

Elisa

Bib le VerseBib le Verse

" 'I'll take you as my people, and I'll be your God.' " Exodus 6:7

For more information go to www.deepbluekids.com

Mark your calendar for our annual Thanksgiving Feast on Sunday, November 13Mark your calendar for our annual Thanksgiving Feast on Sunday, November 13
following 10:30 worship.  See you there!following 10:30 worship.  See you there!
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