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Greetings!

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!
How ironic was it that the first people to hear the good news of Jesus' birth were the
shepherds in the hills outside of Bethlehem. They had just settled the sheep-and themselves-
for the night, expecting it to be a night just like any other. But it was far from it. On this night
God chose to proclaim to them the birth of the promised Messiah. The shepherds were
probably just as shocked as anyone else that they were the first to hear the angels' message.
Certainly they wondered why the promised Messiah would be found in a stable in Bethlehem.
But the announcement had come by angel.
 
Not one of the shepherds hung back that night. They had to see for themselves. Shepherds
were simple, hard-working people. But Jewish religious leaders looked down on them. Their
occupation made it nearly impossible for them to observe the details of Jewish ceremonial law.
So they were considered "unclean." This did not seem to make any difference. After all, Jesus,
throughout his lifetime, compared himself to these shepherds, taking care of his flock, laying
down his life for them. Jesus aimed most of his ministry to people such as these shepherds-the
poor and the outcast.
 
This is a day to celebrate the unexpected: the King who came into the world as a tiny baby,
born in a stable, and placed in an animal feed trough!      
 
Read the following together as a family:Read the following together as a family:
On the night Jesus was born, shepherds watched their flocks in a field just outside Bethlehem.
Suddenly, an angel appeared in the night sky above them. The angel told them to not be
afraid. The angel said he brought good news of great joy for all the world. The angel said a
baby was born in Bethlehem who was the Savior, Christ the Lord. Suddenly, the sky was filled
with many angels singing, "Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace to all whom God
favors!" When the angels had left, the shepherds looked at each other and said, "Let's rush to
Bethlehem and see this glorious thing God has made know to us!" So they went and found Mary
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and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. They repeated what the angels had said about
the child. All who heard the story were amazed. Mary treasured what they said to her. They
shepherds returned to their flocks rejoicing and glorifying God for all they had seen and heard!
 
Family Time Questions:Family Time Questions:
How do you think the shepherds felt when the angels appeared? What would you have done if
you had been there? In the story of the shepherds who would have wanted to be?
 
Prayer: Merry Christmas, God! And happy birthday, Jesus! Today we celebratePrayer: Merry Christmas, God! And happy birthday, Jesus! Today we celebrate
with the excitement and joy of the shepherds. Help us to see ways to show thewith the excitement and joy of the shepherds. Help us to see ways to show the
love of your Son to others in all that we do. May the joy we feel today continuelove of your Son to others in all that we do. May the joy we feel today continue
all year long! Amen.all year long! Amen.

Have a blessed Christmas Day!
Elisa
 
Bible Verse:   Bible Verse:   A child is born to us. Isaiah 9:6
 
For more information go to www.deepbluekids.com
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