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Greetings!
 

Caesar Augustus, whose kingdom extended over all the Mediterranean and parts of what we
know today as Great Britain, called for a census. The Romans needed tax money for their many
building projects and to fund their army. All citizens had to return to their hometowns to
register. Joseph, a descendant of King David, made the trip to Bethlehem, the city of his
lineage. Mary went with him.
 
When they arrived in the town, they discovered that every place where they might have stayed
had already been taken. Being of the peasant class, the young couple had few choices and
accepted an innkeeper's kind offer of stable space at his inn. (Think of it as the animal garage.)
It was probably unclean, poorly managed, and lacking in privacy. However, it was here in this
stable, among the other travelers' animals, that Jesus, the Son of God, was born.
 
Children may think of the stable as a warm and cozy place. At least, that's what all the Nativity
sets seem to show. But a stable was dirty, cold, drafty, and not a very private place to give
birth to a baby. How ironic that the Son of God was born in such a place! Your kids have heard
this story over and over again, but I can guarantee they will never get tired of hearing about
the baby who slept in an animal's feed trough, whose parents had to take shelter in a stable
and sleep on straw because there was nowhere else for them to go. We should tell the story
with awe and wonder, because that's the kind of story it is.
 
Read the following together as a family:Read the following together as a family:
When it was almost time for Mary to give birth to Jesus, the Roman Emperor, Augustus, who
controlled the lands from all of Europe through all the Middle East, decided it was time to hold
a census. A census is where the government counts and gathers information on everybody who
lives in their territory. For the census, every person had to return to the city from which their
family came. As descendants of King David, Joseph and Mary had to go to the town of
Bethlehem, where David had been born. The journey from Nazareth, where Joseph and Mary
lived took several days. When they got to Bethlehem, the town was full and every room was
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taken. Mary and Joseph stayed where the animals slept. During the night, Jesus was born! Mary
took Jesus and wrapped him in cloth and placed him in a manger. (Read the passage from Luke
2: 1-7. It's something we should hear every year.)
 
Family Time Questions;Family Time Questions;
How do you think Mary and Joseph felt on their long journey to Bethlehem? Would they have
been mad at having to make this trip? How do you think they felt when they got there and
there was no place to stay? Do you think Mary and Joseph told this story to Jesus each year on
his birthday?
 
Prayer: Amazing God, thank you for the greatest gift ever given! Jesus came as aPrayer: Amazing God, thank you for the greatest gift ever given! Jesus came as a
child for all of us to bring us your love. We are happy celebrate his birth everychild for all of us to bring us your love. We are happy celebrate his birth every
year! Amen.  year! Amen.  

Have a blessed week!
Elisa
 
Bible Verse:   Bible Verse:   A child is born to us. Isaiah 9:6
Christmas Eve worship services are:  Christmas Eve worship services are:  5 :00 - Family,  5 :00 - Family,  9:00 & 11:00 - Candlelight 9:00 & 11:00 - Candlelight 
For more information go to www.deepbluekids.com
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