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Greetings!
 

Happy New Year! Who were these men who sought to find the child born "king of the Jews"?
What sent them on the journey? How long did it take? Why did they bring such unusual gifts?
 
First, the wise men were not Jewish. This was important to the readers of the Book of Matthew.
It pointed out that Jesus was not sent exclusively for Jewish people, but for everyone. Second,
the men were Persian astrologers who studied the skies. (Persia is now the country of Iran.) The
appearance of a new celestial event signified the birth of a person who was destined to be of
great influence in the world. These men were determined to be a part of this event. Third, the
fact that these men brought extravagant gifts showed that they were ready to offer their
allegiance to this newborn king.
 
This story had great significance to God's people. It showed that Jesus came for all people,
including the sinner and the saint, the well-dressed and the not-so-well-dressed. Jesus offered
God's love to all people of all times. People only have to open their hearts.  (Story Note: From
the appearance of the star, it probably took the wise men about two years to find Jesus. By
this time Jesus' family was no longer staying in a stable, but was probably living in the city.
Jesus would have been a toddler, rather than an infant.)
 
Read the following together as a family:Read the following together as a family:
Thousands of miles from Bethlehem, men who studied the stars saw a sign in the sky - a star of
wonder that signaled a king had been born. The wise men, also called magi, decided to go find
this great king. They traveled many months following the star. When they came to Jerusalem,
they went to the palace of King Herod. They thought a king would be born in a palace. They
asked Herod if they could see the young king. Herod was scared by what they said because he
did not want to lose his power. Herod asked his advisors where the Messiah was to be born.
They said Bethlehem. So Herod sent the magi to Bethlehem and asked them to return and tell
him what they found. The magi went to Bethlehem and were surprised to see the star over a
small house. Inside, they found Mary and the young Jesus. They knelt down and worshipped the
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boy and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The next morning, they left and
returned home another way because they had been warned in a dream not to go back to
Herod.
 
Family Time Questions:Family Time Questions:
How to you thin the magi felt when they saw this star? What do you think they did on their long
journey? What kinds of stories would they have told to pass the time? What do you think they
talked about on their way home? What do you think Mary thought when these men showed up
with these gifts of great wealth for Jesus?
 
Prayer: God of wonder, thank you for sending your Son, Jesus, our King. Help usPrayer: God of wonder, thank you for sending your Son, Jesus, our King. Help us
to be like the magi and seek Jesus always and to worship him and offer him ourto be like the magi and seek Jesus always and to worship him and offer him our
gifts. Amen.gifts. Amen.

Have a blessed week!
Elisa
 
Bible Verse:   Bible Verse:   A child is born to us. Isaiah 9:6

For more information go to www.deepbluekids.com
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