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Greetings!
 

John the Baptist was Jesus' cousin. He lived and preached in the wilderness near the Jordan
River, announcing that the kingdom of heaven was at hand. He was an eccentric, wore clothing
of camel hair, and ate honey and locusts. John's message was that people had fallen away from
God. He spoke particularly to religious leaders, who should have been the most faithful. John
invited people to change their hearts and lives, and to begin new lives. John's message made
the leaders paranoid. They worried that people would turn away from them and toward John.
These men would send delegations to question John. But John assured them that he was not
the Messiah, but that the Messiah was coming. John was preparing the people for this event.
 
When Jesus presented himself for baptism, John knew his mission had been fulfilled. The voice
from heaven and the dove of the Holy Spirit confirmed his belief. Jesus' baptism was also the
time when Jesus himself received the deep conviction that God had a special job for him to do.
 
Baptism is a sacrament in the church through which we acknowledge God's love at work in our
lives. Chances are your children were baptized when they were very young and do not
remember it. This week might be a good time to share pictures and stories of their baptism to
bring it alive for them. You can remind them that baptism is not something we do, but an
acknowledgement of something God has already done. He has claimed us as his children.
 
Read the following together as a family:Read the following together as a family:
Jesus went to the Jordan River to be baptized by John the Baptizer. John preached a message
of repentance saying that people needed to prepare for the coming of the Messiah. When John
saw Jesus, he didn't want to baptize him. John understood that Jesus was the Messiah. John
said, "I am the one who should be baptized by you!" Jesus told John that Jesus had to be
baptized. So John agreed and baptized Jesus. When Jesus came up out of the water, the
heavens opened above him. The Spirit of God descended like a dove and rested on Jesus. A
voice from above proclaimed, "This is my Son whom I love! With him I am very pleased!"
 
Family Time Questions:Family Time Questions:
Why do you think it was so important that Jesus was baptized? What do you think the use of
water signifies? Share your thoughts about when you were baptized or when your children
were baptized.
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Prayer: God of grace, that you for your Son, Jesus. Thank you for having him livePrayer: God of grace, that you for your Son, Jesus. Thank you for having him live
like one of us so we may see how much you love us and how we should love youlike one of us so we may see how much you love us and how we should love you
and others. Amen.and others. Amen.
 
Have a blessed week,
Elisa
 
Bible VerseBible Verse
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son. John 3:16

For more information go to www.deepbluekids.com
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