
Family Time - bringing Sunday school home!  
Feb 20, 2017

Greetings!
 

In this week's Bible story, Jesus talks about things that are "lost." The stories have the same
theme: something is lost, then it is found, and everyone celebrates. These stories were told to
a group of Pharisees who could not understand why Jesus spent so much time with the "wrong"
sort of people. A truly righteous person of that time would never lower himself or herself to
associate with the likes of those with whom Jesus chose to spend time. But Jesus' stories point
out to this group of "holier than thou" men that heaven "rejoiced" when these lost ones were
returned to the fold.
 
Most children can relate to the story of the lost sheep. At one time or another they have
probably found themselves "lost." It's a scary feeling, one they would just as soon not repeat.
What a relief to be welcomed back into the loving arms of a parent, teacher, or caretaker after
such a harrowing experience. This same feeling was not "lost" on those members of the crowd
who might have felt that they were too "lost" to be redeemable.
 
No one is perfect, particularly those people who think they are. How profoundly reassuring
that God rejoices when even one person turns back to God after wandering off the path! You
should continually remind children that they are loved and that they are very important to God.
 
Read the following together as a family:Read the following together as a family:
Jesus told stories to explain why it is important to include everyone. He said, "Imagine a
shepherd has a hundred sheep and loses one. He leaves the ninety-nine to go find the one, and
when he finds the sheep, he carries it home around his neck. Then to shepherd is so happy, he
calls all his friends over to tell them of his great fortune of finding the sheep, and they all
rejoice with him. The rejoicing in heaven is even more than this when a single person who has
been lost to God returns." He continued, "Now imagine that a woman has ten valuable coins
and loses one of them. Surely she will sweep the entire house day and night until she finds it.
Then in her great joy, she will invite all her friends over to celebrate. In the same way there is
great rejoicing among all the angels of heaven whenever a single sinner repents." Jesus wanted
people to understand that God love is for everyone, but Jesus was focusing especially on those
who had lost sight of God in their lives.
 
Family Time Questions:Family Time Questions:
What do you think Jesus wanted people to understand with the story of the lost sheep? How
about the story of the lost coin? Which of the two stories do you like better? Why? What do
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these stories teach us about how much God loves each and every person?
 
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for loving us all so much. Help us to celebrate andPrayer: Dear God, thank you for loving us all so much. Help us to celebrate and
rejoice in this. Amen.rejoice in this. Amen.
 
Have a blessed week!
Elisa
 
Bible VerseBible Verse
Everyone who has ears should pay attention. Luke 8:8

For more information go to www.deepbluekids.com
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