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February, 2018             meridianstreet.org 
 

From the desk of Pastor Steve 
As you are receiving this I will have just returned home from attending the Stetson University Winter Pastor’s School.  I 
have been attending this annual event for about 25 years.  Some years the speakers are so-so but this year I am 
excited about the learning that will take place.  I expect to be challenged and refreshed from the four speakers that 
will make up the event.  I am especially looking forward to hearing from Jim Wallis, the president and founder of 
Sojourners.  His lectures will be based on his tremendously challenging book: “America’s Original Sin”.  Dr. Carolyn 
Sharp from Yale University will lecture on “Forming Believers Who Love God and Neighbor”. Dr. Bill Leonard; from Wake 
Forest will speak on “Spirituality and Culture in Transition”.  Dr. Kandy Queen-Sutherland from Stetson will lead a study 
on Ruth.  It will be a busy few days, but I am looking forward to some time away in the classroom. 
 
Lent begins on Feb 14 and we are planning an exciting series centered on the Psalms.  On Sunday mornings during 
worship the Lenten series is titled: Experiencing Life in the Psalms.  We will look at various ways the Psalms open us up to 
God and to all of creation.  We will start by looking at how the Psalms can tune us into God through prayer.  In the 
following weeks we will examine the wonder of creation, the way of God, knowing where our help comes from, and 
conclude on Palm Sunday looking at the power of suffering.  We will examine all of this through the lens of the Psalms.  
 
On Sunday mornings and again on Wednesday evenings you are invited to dig deeper.  We will examine how we can 
use the Psalms and apply them to our lives in order to grow closer to God.  I personally am looking forward to the 
challenge of putting my faith into deeper practice.   
 
Lent is going to be a great season at Meridian Street.  Be sure to join us on Sunday mornings and I invite you to 
participate in one of the small groups that will help nurture our desire to know God. 
 
Pastor Steve 
 
 
You are invited to join Steve and Nancy Conger for dinner at their home  
Over the past few months, Nancy and I have hosted dinners at our house.  We selfishly do these because we have 
learned that they are a great way for us to get to know you.  Sunday mornings are chaotic and I am usually running in 
a million directions, so these intimate gatherings allow us to learn about you (and share our story as well).  Each month 
we invite 8 persons to join us for an evening of food and fellowship. Jim and Susie Cumming attended a dinner in 
December and said “The evening was most memorable and we would highly recommend the experience!” Bill and 
Nancy Hunt called it “an evening of wonderful conversation and yummy food” and said to sign them up for round 2! 
We have dinners planned on Feb 20, March 20, and April 19.  We are hoping to schedule a couple of family friendly 
picnics during the warmer months.  If you would like to join us contact Mary Sue in the church office 
(mmcalister@meridianstreet.org) and she will add you to the guest list.  I hope you can join us! 
 

mailto:mmcalister@meridianstreet.org
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Take Five Minutes to Pray For 
Church Leadership 
Thom S. Rainer, president and 
CEO of LifeWay Christian 
Resources, offers eleven specific 
ways that you can pray for your 
pastor.  I have edited it slightly, 
and would ask that you pray not 
only for the pastoral staff, but also 
the entire staff as well as the 
leadership of Meridian Street 
Church.   
 
Pray for wisdom. These leaders are 
often confronted with incredibly 
challenging situations and 
decisions. They need God’s 
wisdom to continue to be the 
leaders of the church God has 
called them to be. 
Pray for protection. Your pastor is 
often attacked in so many 
different ways. Your pastor will be 
tempted again and again.  
Pray for your pastor’s family. They 
too are attacked, criticized, and 
sometimes bullied. They often feel 
isolated and alone. They need 
encouragement. They need 
prayer. 
Pray for your pastor to withstand 
the critics and bullies. Some of the 
critics and bullies are overt and 
aggressive. Others are passive 
aggressive. All are painful. And 
every pastor has them. 
Pray against discouragement from 
comparison. Before this week is 
over, a church member will likely 
tell your pastor to listen to a 
podcast by another pastor “to 
learn how to really preach” 
(actual words spoken to a pastor). 
Other pastors will hear numerous 
comments about the other great 
churches in the community. The 
message is real and painful: You 
don’t measure up, pastor. 

Pray against discouragement from 
members leaving. It’s hard for your 
pastor not to take it personally. It’s 
really hard when the departing 
member tells your pastor to take it 
personally. 
Pray against discouragement from 
decline. Two out of three 
congregations in North America 
are declining. That is a painful 
reality for your pastor. That is a 
discouraging reality for your 
pastor. 
Pray against discouragement from 
disunity. “I wish I had every minute 
back I had to spend refereeing 
church members.” Those are the 
actual words of one of the pastors 
I serve. 
Pray for discernment for “yes” and 
“no.” Pastors are pulled in a 
multitude of directions. They are 
expected to be in so many 
meetings, so many social events, 
and so many pastoral situations. 
They are really expected to be 
omnipresent. Pray they will be 
able to say “no” more often. Pray 
for their families who often get the 
scanty leftovers of the pastor’s 
time. 
Pray for financial pressures. Many 
pastors are underpaid. They 
struggle day by day with financial 
challenges. Actual quote from a 
deacon: “I like for our pastor to be 
underpaid. It keeps him humble 
and dependent on God.” That 
deacon is enjoying a life of leisure 
from inherited wealth. 
Pray for gospel opportunities. 
Pastors are energized when they 
have the opportunity to share the 
gospel. Unfortunately, many of 
them are too busy to take time to 
do so. The demands of the church 
are just too great. These pastors 

live lives of inverted priorities and 
frustrating days. 
 
Thom Rainer says if we want 
healthy churches we must pray for 
our pastors (and all church 
leadership).  He says: “Start today. 
Take five minutes of each day to 
pray for your pastor.  It may be the 
greatest contribution you can 
make to your church. 
 
 
Children’s Day In 
Did you know that our weekday 
children’s ministry, Children’s Day 
In, is growing like crazy?  We 
currently have 8 classes Tuesday 
through Friday, serving over 100 
families and roughly 125 kids 
throughout the week.  There are 
almost 30 staff members caring for 
our kids too.  If you’d like to find 
out how to get more involved 
(kids and adults) please contact 
Christy Whaley at 253-0472 or 
cwhaley@meridianstreet.org.   
 
Registration forms for next school 
year are now available and 
applications for part time 
employment or volunteer 
opportunities are now being 
accepted.  We look forward to 
hearing from you soon! 
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From the desk of Pastor 
Matt 
February Ministry Focus: 
Mission Guatemala 
During the month of February, we 
are highlighting our partnership 
with the Indiana Conference UMC 
based Mission Guatemala. Our 
loose change offering will go 
toward the cost of our April 
mission trip. This will only be our 
second trip as a congregation 
even though we feel more 
connected than ever. Last year, 
we welcomed Rev. Tom Heaton, 
the founder of the mission, to 
worship. He spoke on the 
importance of mission and 
challenged us to be missionaries 
wherever we are. We also stay in 
touch with the mission and 
receive constant updates on the 
growth and new opportunities for 
ministry.  
 
Mission Guatemala was created in 
the spring of 2009. It is a United 
Methodist related ministry that 
operates a clinic and a preschool 
feeding program in San Andrés 
Semetabaj, Guatemala.  Mission 
Guatemala is currently trying to 
discern new projects it can start in 
the San Andrés area to help 
improve the quality of life for the 
indigenous people of Guatemala.  
Guatemala is one of the poorest 
countries in the western 
hemisphere ranking fourth in the 
world for child malnutrition, which 
emphasizes the importance of this 
mission.  
 
Guatemala is a beautiful country 
with wonderful people. While we 
go to bless them, they always 
bless us. The mission work with 

Mission Guatemala is not just work 
alone. Instead, we take time to 
meet the people, play games, 
and try our best at playing soccer 
with the kids. It is truly a cross 
cultural experience where you 
work, learn, and grow side by side 
with those living and working in 
Guatemala.  
 
We’re sending our next team to 
Guatemala April 7-15, 2018. Gaye 
Rardon is leading the trip so if you 
are interested or would like to 
learn more, contact her at 
momrardon@hotmail.com. It is a 
moving and life changing 
experience to work with and learn 
from the people of Guatemala. I 
hope you will take the chance to 
go.  
 
Pastor Matt 
 
 
Celebrate Jazz Sunday: “Come 
Marching In” 
Celebrate Mardi Gras on Meridian 
Street! On Sunday, February 11, 
Meridian Street will be celebrating 
Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday in French) 
in style. We will celebrate with 
Dixieland Jazz in the Chapel, 
starting at 9 a.m. prior to the 9:15 
a.m. service and in the Sanctuary, 
starting at 10:15 prior to the 10:30 
a.m. service. The sermon theme 
will be on lessons for our faith from 
jazz. We’ll celebrate faith and 
community on the final Sunday 
before we enter Lent and journey 
toward the cross.  
 
Make your way to our Mission 
Brunch with Mardi Gras themed 
food and some surprises all 
morning. All proceeds will go to 
supporting future mission trips. It 

will be great opportunity to 
celebrate before we enter into 
the season of Lent.  
 
Did I mention that worship will 
conclude with a lively rendition of 
“When the Saints Go Marching 
In”? You don’t want to miss this 
Sunday! 
 
 
Lenten Series: Applying the 
Psalms to Life 
We will journey through the season 
of Lent with the psalms as our 
guide. The psalms give us a 
glimpse of the “soul” of God’s 
people. They are full of emotion; 
joy and lament, thanksgiving and 
hardships. Jesus would have 
learned and used the psalms, just 
as he did in his final days and 
even from the cross.  
 
I invite you to join me in a unique 
Lenten study experience. Instead 
of reading a book together, we 
will learn how to use the psalms as 
a part of our spiritual practice. We 
will spend time in reflection 
questions, learning how to pray 
the psalms in our daily life, and 
even trying unique and creative 
ways to pray. This will be a prayer 
experience, where we learn to 
apply the psalms to life.  
 
There will be two options for the 
prayer workshop each week 
throughout Lent: Sunday morning 
from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. in the 
Library (near the Fellowship Hall) 
and on Wednesday evening from 
6 to 7 p.m. in the Chapel.  
 
Sign up online or in the Parlor 
signup sheet for either the Sunday 
or Wednesday experience. 

mailto:momrardon@hotmail.com
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Butler Tarkington Faith Community Presents: 2018 Meal and Speaker Series  
During the first half of 2018, the congregations of Butler Tarkington will be hosting monthly meals and speakers. The goal 
is to build community, create new relationships and have meaningful conversations around race and reconciliation. 
Meridian Street is hosting the first event on Sunday evening, February 25.  
 
Pastor Matt and Bethany Scott have been part of planning these events, and we invite and encourage you all to 
participate. The vision of Meridian Street is “Communities thriving and growing in the fruit of the spirit.”  Participating in 
this series of events is a way for us to pursue this vision to thrive and grow together, and to be active in our community. 
Our program will begin with a meal at 5 p.m. with our speaker presentation and discussion beginning around 5:45 p.m. 
 
Sunday, February 25 Meridian Street United Methodist Church 5500 N. Meridian Street 
Dr. Frank Thomas, Christian Theological Seminary and Author of American Dream 2.0: A Christian Way Out of the Great 
Recession and How to Preach a Dangerous Sermon.  Topic: Black History Month 
   

Sunday, March 25 North United Methodist Church 3808 N. Meridian Street 
Rev. Charles Harrison, Barnes United Methodist Church. Topic:  Ten Point Coalition 
   

Sunday, April 29 Fairview Presbyterian Church 4609 N. Capitol Avenue 
Dr. Leah Gunning Francis, Christian Theological Seminary and author of Ferguson and Faith. (Books will be available for 
purchase.) Topic: Community Engagement 
   

Sunday, May 20 St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 6050 N. Meridian Street 
Speaker TBA   
   

Sunday, June 17 St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church 4625 N. Kenwood Avenue 
Clergy Panel Discussion: Fr. Michael Hoyt, St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church; Rev. Steven M. Conger, Meridian Street 
United Methodist; Rev. Matt Landry, Meridian Street United Methodist Church; Rev. Jeff Bower, St Paul’s Episcopal 
Church 
 
 

Indianapolis Pipe Organ Festival 
Our wonderful organist, Raina Wood, will be one of the featured organists at the Indianapolis Pipe Organ Festival on 
Sunday, February 18 at 3 p.m. at St. Luke's UMC. The program, titled Music for America, includes additional local 
organists Timothy Denton, Patricia Rozeboom, Clarice Stegall, Robert Richter, and Wolf Von Roos. Tickets are $10 for 
adults and $5 for students. For tickets, go to www.indyago.org. 
 
 

Thank You Notes  
We are very grateful to the following for their recent contributions: 
 Mary McKeown who led the team to decorate the Welcome Center. The 

team included Midge Greising, Debbie Christie, Donna Scolnik, Barb Ellsworth, 
and Nancy Hardin.  They worked hard to transform the Welcome Center into a 
lovely space, inviting reflection and conversation. 
 

 Susie Cumming and her team, Debbie Christie, Charlotte Reed, Ruthie Cumming, Jill Failey, Ann Tannehill, Sara 
Reynolds, Lucita Hanlin, who decorated the church at Christmas. The atmosphere was both elegant and festive. 
We all enjoyed the beautiful poinsettias on Christmas Eve. 

 
 All those who contributed to the Youth Game Room. The youth will enjoy it for years to come! 
 
 

http://www.indyago.org/
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Serving Our Community 
IHN Hosting – March 18 – 25 
Save the date…Meridian Street 
hosts families in the IHN Family 
Promise program next from March 
25 – 18.  Fingers crossed the new 
kitchen will be functional, but if 
not meals will be picnic style 
(fancy way of saying no cooking 
required)!  Lots of volunteers are 
needed to transform Meridian 
Street from a church to a home 
for our guest families.  Stay tuned 
for a SignUp Genius email headed 
your way soon.  New to IHN/Family 
Promise?  Contact a coordinator 
(contact info below) to learn 
about the program and how to 
get involved. 
 
A few years ago we had a 
speaker during a church event 
here at Meridian Street.  I have no 
recollection of what the event 
was about, or who the speaker 
was; however, the speaker said 
the common denominator for 
people facing homelessness is a 
lack of an adequate support 
system.  That statement has stuck 
with me; it continues to pop in my 
head when I focus on my IHN 
coordinator duties, and it grows 
louder the older/wiser I become. 
 
I’ve grown and evolved in a lot of 
ways since I attended that church 
event and since I started 
volunteering with Meridian Street’s 
IHN program.  The most significant 
evolution was becoming a foster 
parent and adopting a child 
within the foster care system. 
 
Journeying through the foster care 
system provided me a small 
glimpse into the lives of people 
that are struggling in a large part 

due to a lack of support system.  It 
is probable that my son would 
have experienced homelessness if 
the foster care system didn’t 
come to his rescue. 
 
I have benefited a great deal 
from my support system; mainly 
my family.  As I have grown and 
become a parent I am just now 
starting to realize how much I 
have intangibly benefited.  Just 
the absence of fear knowing I will 
never face homelessness because 
I have an adequate support 
system safety net is HUGE.  
 
I believe if we, as a network of IHN 
congregations, can work together 
and provide just a few knots in a 
family’s support system safety net 
it can go a long way in helping 
that family bounce back to solid 
ground.  That is why I volunteer 
with IHN and why I am asking you 
to join our ministry team and 
volunteer a few hours in March. 
 
Keisha Boger 
keishaboger@gmail.com 
317-450-0770 
 
 
IHN Clothing Drive – Save the 
Date 
2018 Spring Clothing Drive to 
benefit Family Promise of Greater 
Indianapolis 
When:  March 2 – March 18 
Where: Collection bins in the 
Welcome Center by the elevator 
Notes: Bags are donated to 
Goodwill and in return Goodwill 
will provide Family Promise a $5 
voucher for each bag collected.  
Vouchers are given to families to 
shops for clothing at Goodwill 
stores. Please use white trash bags 

and do not include shoes or 
household items. 
 
 
Fletcher Place Wrap Up 
From Cheryl Carlson and Kitty 
O’Donnell, chairpersons of the 
Fletcher Place Christmas Store.  
 
Thank you, Meridian Street, for 
your generosity in 2017 toward 
Fletcher Place. The Fletcher Place 
annual Christmas Store served 93 
families and 247 children, with 
leftover clothing going to 
homeless families. Meridian Street 
was very generous with donations 
and service - from our Jeans for 
Teens drive in July, to the many 
groups that helped with the store. 
The Monday Morning Bible Study 
spent a morning helping set up 
the Christmas Store. The choir 
concentrated on toys and many 
people brought wonderful 
donations as well as monetary 
contributions. Others helped 
transport the donations to Fletcher 
Place.  As one very generous 
member said, “It has been a very 
good year and I want to share.” 
Thank you, Meridian Street! 
 
 

Loose Change Offering 
In January, the distribution of the 
loose change collected in the 
offering each week was changed. 
The donations will go to the 
subject of the ministry focus for 
each month. In January, over $600 
was collected and donated to 
Soup’s On at Roberts Park. The 
February focus is Mission 
Guatemala, and donations will go 
toward the April mission rip. Thank 
you for your generosity! 
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Family and Neighborhood 
Ministry 
Save the Dates!  
Be on the lookout for details on 
these upcoming events: 
 
Vacation Bible School: June 18-22 
with VBS Sunday on June 24. 
Planning has begun - if you would 
like to be part of the VBS planning 
team, please let Bethany know 
(bscott@meridianstreet.org). 
 
Bible Sunday: March 11 during the 
10:30 a.m. worship service. This 
year we will present Deep Blue 
Bibles to 2nd and 3rd graders. The 
2nd and 3rd grade Sunday School 
class uses these Bibles with their 
curriculum on Sundays, and now 

each child in the class will receive 
one to take home, as we 
recognize their spiritual journey, 
 
Breakfast with the Bunny: Saturday 
morning, March 31 at 9 a.m. 
Families are invited to join us for a 
light breakfast, balloon twisters, 
and of course an egg hunt! We 
will start collecting candy and 
eggs in February and appreciate 
your donations (especially pre-
filled eggs!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yoga 
You may think of the church as a 
source of spiritual support (we 
hope!). We also want to support 
mind and body wellness for the 
congregation and community 
through yoga- a fun and relaxing 
way to help you exercise, relieve  
stress, improve flexibility, and get 
to know other people. Everyone is 
invited to join us for yoga on 
Mondays 11:30 p.m.-12:30 p.m., 
whenever you can make it, and 
whatever shape you’re in. 
Participants’ ages span about 50 
years, so you can fit in! Childcare 
will be provided upon request. 

 

 
 

Project Indy! Major Joe Hosgsett’s Summer Youth Program 
Are you in need of summer employees? Sign up now to fill jobs through Project Indy! 
Mayor Joe Hogsett’s youth jobs program, Project Indy is a network of community 
organizations, employers, and corporate partners who are providing job 
opportunities, soft-skill development and job-readiness training to Marion County 
youth ages 16-24.  
 
On Sunday, February 4, Meridian Street was honored to host Mayor Hogsett at the 
9:15 a.m. Chapel service. He spoke briefly about the jobs program and volunteers 
from his office were available to answer questions all morning.  
 
Launched in 2016, Project Indy is a smart way to give hundreds of local young people job experience, useful skills, and 
safe and productive alternatives to crime and gangs over the summer months. This program comes at no additional 
cost to taxpayers, funded through federal grants, corporate donations, and community organizations. 
 
Both part-time and full-time opportunities can be filled through the unified job portal. And signing up is easy: 
 
o Go to projectindy.net 
o Set up your location(s) 
o Upload job opportunities (Project Indy can utilize your existing applicant tracking system) 
o Engage with interested job-seekers! 
 
Fill your job openings and help develop the workforce of the future – visit projectindy.net to register your business 
today! 
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There is always a lot going on at Meridian Street! 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

February 11 Jazz Mardi Gras Service and breakfast 
February 14 Ash Wednesday – Services at 7:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
February-March Lenten Prayer Worship on the Psalms 
February 25 BTNA Speaker Series and Meal at Meridian Street 
March 2 – 18 IHN Spring Clothing Drive 
March 11 Bible Sunday 
March 18-25 Host families through Interfaith Hospitality Network 
March 31 Breakfast With The Bunny 
March 25 – April 1 Holy Week 
April 7-15 Mission Guatemala  
April 29 Third Annual Serve Indy! 
June 18-22 Vacation Bible School 

 


