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Where is the cross in our world today? Is it a shiny and polished symbol we admire while sitting 
quietly in our pews? Is it apart of our daily attire worn around our necks to give us a sense of 
peace? Is it just a historical symbol to remind us of torture and a death from two thousand years 
ago? It took nearly four centuries after the crucifixion of Jesus the Christ for the cross to become 
the symbol of Christianity. It is believed that because the cross was a symbol of the shameful 
death of a slave or criminal, early Christians didn’t use this as their symbol. In fact, the word 
“cross” was offensive to Romans.[i] Why would anyone want this to be the symbol of their 
religion? It makes absolutely no sense at all. Even so, here we are, two thousand years later, 
adoring and revering the symbol of the cross. Where is the cross in our world today? 
 
In our insulated world of comfort and security, it is hard for us to experience the cross tonight. 
Author and Pastor Sara Miles wrote, “I’d like to pretend that Good Friday, the murder of God by 
the people of God, is a one-time historical event. That it took place far away, in another country, 
safely in the past. But the crucifixion is ongoing.” While we may not personally experience the 
reality of crucifixion, we can all probably name places in our world where the crosses of hatred 
and violence still exist; from the continual seed of racism, the shootings on our own streets here in 
Indianapolis including the one year old on Wednesday this week and around the nation from 
schools to churches, to the violence of poverty that plagues our city, nation, and our world. 
These are all crucified realities, where the cross still happens all around us, but the events and 
experiences still feel at a distance, even though these crosses are often erected on the side of 
the very roads we drive on. 
 
The Rev. Kelly Brown Douglas of the Washington National Cathedral said, “The crucifixion is a 
reflection of the height of human evil and the height of human injustice. They reflect our culture 
of death that would relegate people to crucified realities, where people are nurtured not to live, 
but to die. Where are these crucified realities? It is where people are involved in cultures of 
poverty and violence and death.” In her interview, Rev. Kelly also quotes the powerful Black 
Liberation theologian James Cone who wrote, “the cross was a lynching tree.” He wrote that to 
move the cross from not just a historic symbol, but to the reality of what too many people 
experienced in our nation then and unfortunately continue to experience today.the-modern-
crucifixion-1343821321_b 
 
I still wonder how we experience the cross tonight. Even with the examples shared, we might feel 
like we’re standing at a distance from the cross. The crucifixion as a historic symbol keeps it 
safely at a distance. The cross as a way to think of our culture of violence keeps the cross at a 
distance too. We don’t directly participate in the violence in our streets or around the world, it’s 
easy to see it in the news and ignore it, so maybe that symbol doesn’t connect us to the cross 
either.  What realities are we living in that need to be crucified? 
 
The cross of Jesus should wake us up to the realities within us that keep us from seeing and 
seeking the Kingdom of God. If we believe that the one who went to the cross, Jesus our Christ, 
was and is a direct reflection of the love and justice of God, then we must be on a journey of 
transformation. We must have our realities crucified tonight to embrace the reality of 
resurrection. We must experience a taste of death to begin new life. It’s to say with Paul, “I have 
been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” We are always called to go 
beyond our own abilities and rely on the power, strength, humility, grace, and love of Jesus. Are 



you living in a reality that needs to be crucified? A reality that puts your safety and security 
above the needs of those you are called to love? 
 
Too many of us carry around judgments and assumptions about those who live in different parts 
of the city and who have a different skin color, accent, or religious belief. Maybe those need to 
be brought to the cross of Jesus. Many of us carry around the desire for more, for more of 
everything, money, possessions, or power, yet what Jesus teaches us on the cross is the way of 
humility. This is the way Henri Nouwen put it, “The way of the Christian is not the way of upward 
mobility in which our world has invested so much, but the way of downward mobility ending on 
the cross . . . . It is not a leadership of power and control, but a leadership of powerlessness and 
humility in which the suffering servant of God, Jesus Christ, is made manifest.” Maybe those 
desires of power and greed need to be crucified tonight as well. 
 
The cross is where things go to die. That’s why the Romans put those they judged the worst 
offenders on the cross. They would not survive the torture of crucifixion. The cross unmasks the 
reality of what is wrong, the evil in the world and within ourselves.  “Christian theology has always 
affirmed that the cross is not only a window through which we see the true nature of God as the 
embodiment of suffering love but also the truthful mirror in which we see ourselves,” wrote Bishop 
Will Willimon. Jesus goes to the cross to reveal that the realities in this world of violence, greed, 
power at all costs, security at the expense of others, are not ultimate reality. Instead, the cross of 
Jesus wakes us up and invites us to see things differently. The cross of Jesus invites us to 
transformation. 
 
Franciscan Richard Rohr wrote, “A “crucified God” became the logo and central image of our 
Christian religion: a dying, bleeding, losing man. If that isn’t saying you win by losing, what is it 
going to take for us to get the message? How often do we have to look at the Crucified and 
miss the point? Why did we choose that as our symbol if we’re not going to believe it? Life is all 
about winning by losing—losing with grace and letting our losses teach and transform us.” 
 
The cross is a hideous, gruesome, and terrible symbol for humiliation, torture, and death. The 
people of the Roman world couldn’t stand the sight of the cross. Yet, we have Jesus, who 
blesses and transforms everything he touches. It’s what the incarnation is all about. When Jesus 
touched the cross and tasted death, it is the culmination of God’s descent into our existence. 
Everything was changed. The cross was transformed. Even today, the crucified realities around 
us represent a culture of violence and death, yet we know thanks to the cross that Jesus blesses 
and transforms everything he touches. The violence, the poverty, the hopelessness of our world, 
Jesus blesses and transforms everything he touches. The weight of sin and evil that we carry 
tonight; we remember Jesus blesses and transforms everything he touches. 
 
This Good Friday, Jesus wants to lead us to life, abundant and resurrected new life in him, where 
God’s will, God’s Justice, and God’s kingdom reigns on earth as it is in heaven; but we can’t get 
there without the cross. Jesus went to the cross to bless and transform us, so we will be 
awakened to real life, life in Christ. We need to look at the cross again tonight. We need Jesus to 
touch our hearts and our lives, to bless us and transform us. Perhaps we need to look at the 
world around us and our own lives differently as a result of the crucifixion. Jesus shows us the way 
to reality, to resurrection, to hope and joy; it’s just that Jesus was willing to go through the cross. 
Are we? 
 
 


