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11 Months Later 
It is hard for me to believe, but it was eleven months ago that Nancy and I showed up on your doorstep.  Each month, 
as I turn the calendar, I optimistically say that this is the month that the chaos will end and I will be able to get down to 
the business of ministry.  We certainly are getting close!  This week, the trucks are rumbling in the parking lot getting set 
to put on the topcoat of asphalt.  The lines should follow shortly. The Welcome Center is officially open and I hope you 
take some time to see the finished product. It was well worth the wait! 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So now, after almost a year, I am able to start thinking about getting the last few boxes out of the closet in my office 
and start working on getting pictures hung and making the office feel like home. The pounding and the renovations to 
the office meant that it all had to wait, but the time has come and it feels great. 
 
As we begin our new summer schedule on June 11, I am looking forward to having more time to meet you and get a 
chance to learn more about you.  I appreciate those of you who still take the time to introduce yourself to me, 
because there are too many of you that I haven’t had an opportunity to meet – outside of a brief hello on Sunday 
mornings.   
 
Nancy and I also want to create some opportunities to get to know you and your dreams and passions better.  Starting 
in August we invite you to join us as we begin monthly dinners at our home.  Each month, we will host a dinner, with the 
sole purpose of getting to know you better.  Dinner dates are August 29, September 25, October 17, November 16, and 
December 7.  If you would like to come to a dinner, just let Mary Sue know (mmcalister@meridianstreet.org or call the 
church office at 317.253.3237) and she will put you on the schedule. 
 
Being a Christian is all about being in a relationship with God and each other. Finding ways to strengthen our 
relationship with God requires that we strengthen our relationships with each other.  I hope that you will take the 
opportunity to come to a small group study this summer or fall and that you will find ways to help build the community. 
 
Loving learning about God with you, 
Steve 

mailto:mmcalister@meridianstreet.org
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JuneFest – June 4, 2017 
Music, Music, Music…choices, choices, choices!! That's 
what you'll get at Junefest 2017 this Sunday, June 4 so 
you don't want to miss it! We will begin with jazz 
standards featuring Jesse Wittman on bass, Christopher 
Parrish on piano, and Rob Dixon on saxophone in the 
sanctuary at 10 a.m. Then we'll worship together at one 
service in the Sanctuary at 10:30 where the Chancel 
Choir will sing. At 11:40 a.m. out on the front lawn on 
Meridian Street (or Fellowship Hall if the weather is 
inclement) you'll want to take your plate of food and 
go listen to Bill Lancton and BlueGrazz Junction. What a 
fun morning of music! All styles, so there's something for 
everyone. A fried chicken lunch will be catered by 
Jugs, and all kinds of fun and games will be outside on 
the front lawn. Casual attire is most appropriate for this 
relaxed day of worship and fun. Lunch will be provided 
but donations are welcome. No need to bring a thing 
except for yourself and enjoy a day celebrating 
Meridian Street! We asked for RSVP’s to be sure we 
have enough food – but don’t let that stop you from 
coming and staying for lunch. All are welcome! 
 
 
Congrats to our 2017 Confirmation Class!  
By Dani Campbell dcampbell@meridianstreet.org 

This school year has come and gone so quickly. When I 
first meet these 7th graders they were shy, so shy....well 
most of them. We started our confirmation classes in 
September and met each month throughout the year. 
We covered Methodist History, John Wesley, Baptism, 
Communion, Confirmation, and some tough topics and 
questions too like who is in charge of our lives...us or 
God, how do we handle bad situations, etc! We 
learned that doubt is a normal part of our faith journey, 
even a necessary part. Without it, we become 
complacent and tend to not grow. We encouraged all 
questions to be asked and some were, we are hopeful 
for more questions from them in the next 6 years! These 
students met with their Shepherds, a member in our 
congregation that guided them through this journey 
and will be there to support them for years to come, 
and read the book of Luke. They learned about Jesus in 
a real and different way. They answered questions 
about the book of Luke, most of them guiding them to 
think for themselves about a parable or the facts 
shared with us through the stories. It was amazing to 
watch them grow, become comfortable around each 
other, mature (kind of), and keep finding themselves.  
 
My absolute favorite part about Youth Ministry is being 
able to watch youth transform throughout the years. 
They take their childhood bible stories and begin to 
form it into their own faith. They even begin to put their 
worlds together and use their faith outside of church on 
Sundays. The awkward teen years are my favorite, and 
I promise I was not so great at them either, but that is 
when youth truly start to find their identity in this world, 
and in Christ, and run with it! I am so proud of these 
youth for taking the time and energy to learn about 
their faith, to make it real, and to continue to tend to it 
by becoming members at Meridian Street. If you see 
these amazing now 8th graders running around, be 
sure to congratulate them and welcome them to the 
family. Megan, Christina, Josh, Will, Weston (not 
pictured) and Jack, I am so proud of you and excited 
to see where your faith leads you.  
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College Students 
Are you home for the summer? Are you getting ready 
to start your college adventure? We can't wait to hear 
all about it! Come join us on Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
for our College Ministry meetings with games and a 
short devotional. Be sure to check our Facebook page 
and Instagram for where we will be meeting each 
week. We will be at Meridian Street on the Sport's Field 
on Monday, June 5 for our first meeting!  See you there! 
 
 
Children’s News 
Vacation Bible School 
Ready, set, here it comes!  Our fabulous, fun, faith filled 
Fun Factory VBS is less than 3 weeks away.  We’ve 
planned and are prepared to share God’s love with 
more than a 100 kids from our church and the 
neighborhood.  Keep an eye out for the colorful, 
creative, inspiring decorations as they go up.  If you 
have not registered, please take a moment to do so 
(www.meridianstreet.org/vbs).  You really won’t want 
to miss it! 
 
 
Youth News 
Join us this summer for our 
Youth Ministry Programming 
on Wednesday nights at 6 
p.m. unless otherwise noted. 
This is for youth in grades 6-
12.  
 
 
 
 
 
Blessing of Missionaries  
We are looking forward to a full summer of mission 
opportunities around the world. In June, we will sending 
13 people to Washington, DC, to learn about justice 
ministry with the United Methodist General Board of 
Church & Society and serve those in need. In late July 
into early August we will sending 12 people to serve in 
Bolivia. Join us on Sunday, June 4, as we pray for them 
and send them into the summer with our prayers and 
God’s blessing. 
 

Opportunities to Serve and Give 
Serving Opportunity with Soup’s On at Roberts Park  
It is almost that time of year again, except this time the 
youth want to invite the congregation to serve with 
them. We love having youth events, but we love to 
serve alongside our church family even more! Please 
plan on joining us to serve on June 11 from 9:45 a.m. 
until 2:15 p.m. at Soup’s On downtown at Robert’s Park 
UMC. If you are serving with us please RSVP to Dani at 
dcampbell@meridianstreet.org. 
 
 
Looking Ahead: 2017-18 School Year!  
Summer is just beginning, but it’s never too early to 
begin planning for the next school year. If you would 
be interested in tutoring or volunteering with our 
partners in the Butler Tarkington neighborhood, there is 
a place for you. During the school day, there are 
opportunities to be a classroom aide or tutor at School 
#43. We currently have a few members serving at 
School #43 in that way. After the school day, there’s an 
opportunity for you to serve at the Martin Luther King 
Community Center. We have several members serving 
there right now. Pastor Matt would be glad to get you 
in touch with either partner. Contact him at 
mlandry@meridianstreet.org. 
 
 
8th Annual Fletcher Place Culinary Collage 

Support Fletcher Place Community 
Center by attending the Culinary 
Collage on Sunday, July 16 from 1 – 4 
p.m. There you’ll find food samplings 
from many area restaurants as well as 
a live auction and raffle. Kids are 
welcome and can have fun in the 
Kids Corner and with a show by Silly 

Safari. This is the eighth year for the Culinary Collage 
“Food for Thought, Poverty Bites.” 100% of the proceeds 
collected during the event go directly toward 
programming at Fletcher Place. The event is created 
and run by volunteers and all expenses such as printing, 
mailing, and advertising are donated. The restaurants 
and entertainers all donate their time and talent as 
well. Save the date for this fun event – registration 
information will be available later in June and will be 
passed along at that time. 
 

http://www.meridianstreet.org/vbs
mailto:dcampbell@meridianstreet.org
mailto:mlandry@meridianstreet.org
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Upcoming Events 
Ramadan Iftar Dinners with Niagara Foundation 
Would you like to attend a traditional Iftar Dinner with a 
local Turkish Muslim family? The Niagara Foundation 
would like to invite members of Meridian Street and 
other congregations to attend one of the dinners this 
Ramadan from now until June 25. This is a great way to 
learn about the celebration of Ramadan, meet new 
neighbors, and enjoy a meal. If you are interested, 
please contact Pastor Matt in the church office or at 
mlandry@meridianstreet.org. 
 
 
Indianapolis Indians Game!  
The Gathering of Men invites all interested church 
members and their families to join us at Victory Field on 
Saturday, June 10, for a 7 p.m. game between the 
Indians and the Columbus Bats.  Reduced price tickets 
of $14 are available.  The Men's group will also provide 
a drink and a hot dog to all children attending. 
'Transportation and other arrangements will be covered 
with those who sign up. Please click here to sign up. 
Questions? Please contact Rick Whitener at 317-345-
0727 by June 5.  We hope to see you at the ballpark. 
 
 
July 4th Concert on the Canal  
Join us for the 4th of July 
Concert on the Canal 
on the terrace at the 
Indiana History Center, 
450 W. Ohio Street. We 
have reserved four 
tables (Table numbers 
10, 11, 16, and 17) for 
the concert and then 
you can move to Ohio Street to enjoy the Freedom 
Blast fireworks that follow. (The fireworks are not visible 
from the terrace.) The Indianapolis Municipal Band, 
under the direction of our own John Marshall, will play 
from 6-8 p.m. There is no cost to you for the tables, but 
reservations are required. RSVP here. Any questions, 
please contact Mary Sue McAlister in the church office 
at mmcalister@meridianstreet.org or 317-253-3237. 
 
 
 
 

Monday Morning Study of Rob Bell’s New Book What Is 
the Bible?  
Join us on Monday mornings at 10 a.m. starting on 
Monday, June 5 throughout the summer for a 
discussion of Rob Bell’s new book. We will be meeting in 
the new Welcome Center. Rob Bell is the former pastor 
of Mars Hill Church in Michigan and is the author of 
several books including Love Wins. Join Pastors Steve 
and Matt for this thought provoking discussion this 
summer!  Childcare will be provided. 
 
 
Butler Celebration Weekend in September 

During the weekend of 
Saturday and Sunday, 
September 16 and 17, we 
will be celebrating our 
connection with Butler 
University. On Saturday 
we’re planning a tailgate 
party for the Meridian Street 

and Butler communities before the football team’s first 
home game. On Sunday we’ll look forward to praying 
for the Butler faculty, staff, and students and 
welcoming the Butler Band again following worship. If 
you would like to be involved in the planning of this 
exciting weekend, please contact Pastor Matt, 
mlandry@meridianstreet.org. 
 
 

Welcome Frank Gossert! 
We are pleased to 
introduce Frank Gossert 
who recently joined the 
Meridian Street staff as the 
Building Superintendent. 
Frank grew up in 
Indianapolis, graduating 
from North Central High 
School in 1981. He was in 
the U.S. Army from 1982 – 1998 and attended Lincoln 
Tech. He has an 8 year-old son, Isaiah, and the two of 
them love to go fishing together. In fact, over the 
Memorial Day weekend, they were fishing by Eagle 
Creek and caught over 35 large bluegills. We’re happy 
to have Frank on our staff. Be sure to introduce yourself 
the next time you see him!  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084ea9a92ba5f49-indianapolis
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084ea9a92ba5f49-july
mailto:mmcalister@meridianstreet.org
mailto:mlandry@meridianstreet.org
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Member Spotlight 
This month, the spotlight falls on David Otto, who was born into Meridian 
Street. In fact, church records show the Otto family has been members of 
Meridian Street at least as far back as 1908! 
 
David has been married to Judy for 51 years this August. They have two boys 
– Chris who lives near Seattle, and Eric who lives in Indianapolis, and two 
grandsons – Henry and Eli. David was a teacher of biology and botany with 
IPS for over 40 years – starting at Manual High School, then John Marshall High 
School, and finally Broad Ripple High School from where he retired.  
 
It might be easier to ask David what he has NOT been involved with at 
Meridian Street. From being the very first acolyte at the first worship service 
here at 5500 N. Meridian Street when he was 12, to being the manager of 
building and grounds, wedding coordinator for over 20 years, and on 
numerous committees, he has been instrumental in many of the activities, 
decisions, and events celebrated by the members over the years. From the 
late 1960’s to the mid 1970’s, he and Judy were directors of Camp Otto, the 
church camp that was owned by Meridian Street until a few years ago. Camp Otto was named in honor of David’s 
parents, Bill and Dorothy who were sponsors of MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship) for over 40 years.  
 
David’s fondest memories are of singing in the choir for over 50 years. He said that was instrumental in fostering his love 
of classical and specifically choral classical music. David also remembers going to the Kindergarten classroom at the 
old church building at St. Clair and Meridian Street. With its high ceilings, dark woodwork and the very large sanctuary, 
it certainly made an impression on a small boy. He became aware that the church would be vacating that building 
and moving to a new one to the north. He remembers seeing the models of the new building and then every Sunday 
his family would come to the construction site of this building to check in the progress. He recalls sloshing through mud 
in the dugout basement and crawling on the catwalks as the walls went up. And one summer day while he was 
swimming at The Rivi, he witnessed the spire being placed on top of the steeple. David is certainly a treasure and 
we’re all the better for knowing him. 
 
 
Finance FAQs: What has been the cost savings in utilities of the upgraded geothermal HVAC system? 
This is a question we discuss a lot in monthly finance meetings. Unfortunately, the cost savings from utilities has been 
little to nothing. It is very hard to determine a baseline utility cost since installing the new system. After upgrading, there 
were several months of tweaking with the controls to figure out the best settings. Then there was only six months or so 
until construction began. And it is difficult to control utility usage when parts of the building are open to the elements 
and construction crews are utilizing the church’s energy for their power, heat and lighting sources. 
 
Some people have said that the system was “sold” to us in part because we were promised a very high reduction in 
utility cost; perhaps as high as a 30% reduction. So far that has not been the case. There has been virtually no 
reduction in overall utility costs for the church. This has been a sore topic of conversation during many finance 
committee meetings when the line item for utilities jumps out as a very high, very frustrating number. We continually 
focus on creative ways to reduce administrative expenses. Frank, the newly hired building superintendent, is working 
hard to learn how to control the HVAC system efficiently. 
 
Send your questions about the church finances to Keisha Boger, our financial secretary, at kboger@meridianstreet.org. 

mailto:kboger@meridianstreet.org
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Save the Date 
A quick snapshot of upcoming events 

 

 
Sunday, June 4 JuneFest 
Monday, June 5 New book study begins: What is the Bible by Rob Bell  
Saturday, June 10 Indianapolis Indians Game 
Sunday, June 11 Join the Youth as they serve at Soup’s On at Roberts Park 
Sunday, June 11 New Worship Schedule: 9:30 a.m. in the Chapel, 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
June 18-24  Intergenerational mission trip to Washington D.C  
June 19 – 23 Vacation Bible School 
July 4 Tables reserved at Concert on the Canal (Indiana Historical Society) 
July 30 Christmas in July 
July 30 – August 6 Interfaith Hospitality Network at Meridian Street 

 


