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June, 2018              meridianstreet.org 

From The Desk of Pastor Steve 
 
Greetings from O’Hare International Airport! 
 
Nancy and I are waiting to board a flight to Barcelona to visit our middle daughter Lindsey.  She has been living in 
Spain for the past two years, first working as a nanny and then — well, to be honest, I am not sure exactly what she has 
been doing!  We are looking forward to spending some time with her before she moves back to the states this summer. 
 
One of the things that I have learned, but haven’t always been very good at, is taking time for me.  I get so busy 
dealing with ministry issues that many days I don’t eat lunch at all or I find that it is already 2 p.m. and I haven’t taken a 
break.  When I try to take a few days in town, I often find myself drawn back into some problem that seems to need my 
attention.  All you need to do is consider the first sentence of this message - where I am as I am writing to you - and you 
should see the problem that I often struggle with. 
 
But for the next two weeks, I hope to not check my email (please don’t test me) and just enjoy time with Nancy and 
Lindsey.  We will be renting a car and driving throughout Spain seeing the sights, but more importantly just being 
together. 
 
My hope is that you are regularly able to take some time for yourself and to focus on the things that are truly important.  
Life moves along quickly and the things that are truly important are never “things”.  I often wish that I had learned this 
lesson earlier, but I am thankful that I am slowly learning now. 
 
Our focus on Sunday mornings during June is looking at how we experience God, particularly looking at the various 
ways God is manifested in the idea of the Trinity.  Richard Rohr’s book, The Divine Dance, is our starting place; but the 
truth is Rohr invites us not into a study of God in the Trinity but into a relationship. What does it mean to dance with the 
divine?  I am looking forward to the ways that Matt will open up the series, and then I will conclude our look at the 
trinity by inviting you to come and dance with God. 
 
Peace, 
Steve 
 
 
Vacation Bible School – Supply Needs! 
If you’ve wanted to participate in VBS but are unable to due to your schedule, here’s an easy solution!  Check out the 
Parlor Hallway on Sunday, June 3 and June 10 for the “VBS Shipwrecked” Supply Buckets. You’ll find a card asking for 
the donation of everything from wooden clothespins to empty water bottles to ping pong balls!  If you won’t be at 
church to pick a card, you can view the complete list here on the church website. Please contact Bethany Scott at 
bscott@meridianstreet.org to let her know what you are donating so that “card” can be pulled from the buckets.  

http://meridianstreet.org/mediafiles/uploaded/v/0e7390523_1527792921_vbs-supply-needs.pdf
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June Ministry Focus 
Feeding the Hungry: Our Food 
Pantry Ministry 
Have you seen the large bins in 
the Welcome Center? There are 
several large bins to the right of 
the elevator and family restroom. 
Did you know that if you place 
food in those bins the shelves at 
our food pantry ministry partners 
will be full? At Meridian Street, we 
have two food pantry ministry 
partners.  
 
Fletcher Place Community Center 
Food Pantry 
The first is with our historic mission 
partners at the Fletcher Place 
Community Center. Located just 
east of downtown, Fletcher Place 
has its roots in the United 
Methodist Church. It was founded 
in 1872 as a small outreach on the 
south side of downtown. The 
outreach has grown to include a 
preschool program, a free store, a 
hot breakfast and dinner program, 
and the food pantry.  
 
Here are the current needs for 
Fletcher Place: Fresh/canned 
veggies and fruit, 1 lb. bags of 
white/brown rice, toilet paper, 
and pads/tampons. They also 
need instant oatmeal, Ramen 
noodles, cracker packs, granola 
bars, fruit cups, pudding cups, 
and cans of pop-top soup and 
tuna for homeless snack packs. 
 
Vida Nueva Ministries  
Located at 2801 W. Washington 
Street, Vida Nueva is a United 
Methodist community that 
provides a safe place where the 
love of God lives, nurturing a 
feeling of family, of 
connectedness, and inclusiveness, 

in order to strengthen and equip 
Hispanic immigrant families in 
Indianapolis so that they can 
know the love of Christ and 
participate as productive 
members of this community. Not 
only does this community worship, 
offer Bible study, and community 
gatherings, they also offer clothing 
and food pantries for families in 
need.  
 
Our connection with our food 
pantry partners in the city is so 
important. Author Sarah Holm 
wrote, “Food does not simply 
recharge a person’s batteries – it 
shapes their life. What greater 
thing can you do for someone 
than feed them?” Our food pantry 
ministry gives us the opportunity to 
help, feed, and show our love for 
all of God’s children around the 
city.  
 
Don’t forget to look for the large 
bin in the Welcome Center. Let’s 
fill it up! 
 
 
You Are Cordially Invited!  
Brittney Stephan, who served as 
an intern at Meridian Street during 
her four years at Butler University, 
will be commissioned for full-time 
ministry at the “Celebration of 
Ministry: Commissioning and 
Ordination Service” as a part of 
the 2018 Indiana Annual 
Conference gathering. The 
service will be at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, June 9 at the Indiana 
Convention Center downtown. All 
are invited to share in this 
celebration. Once commissioned, 
she will begin a three year process 
called “Residence in Ministry” 

where she will prepare for 
Ordination as an Elder.  
 
Brittney recently graduated from 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary with a Master of Divinity.  
Following her commissioning, 
Brittney will be serving as the 
Associate Director for Multicultural 
Vibrancy for the Michigan 
Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. She will begin 
this appointment on July 1, 2018.  
 
We'll continue the celebration of 
Brittney’s ordination on June 24 
when Brittney will be our guest 
preacher. A reception in her 
honor will follow the 10:30 worship 
service. Plan to attend this very 
special Sunday of worship and 
celebration! 
 
 

VBS  
Vacation Bible School is June 18-
22 for kindergarten through 5th 
graders, 9 a.m.-Noon, with 
preschool included June 19-21. 
Registration is still open until June 
11th. Our theme is Shipwrecked! 
Kids will learn about how Jesus is 
with us through life’s storms. Join us 
for a fun week of Castaway Sing & 
Play, Bible Discovery, Ship Rec 
games and more! Register at 
meridianstreet.org/vbs. Volunteers 
are still needed that week to help 
guide groups (please let Bethany 
know if you are available any 
day), prep snacks and/or serve 
snacks; volunteers are needed in 
advance to decorate the church 
and prepare materials. No matter 
your age, there are many ways to 
help out! Contact Bethany Scott 
at bscott@meridianstreet.org. 
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Christmas In July! 
Summer can be a challenging 
time for our service ministry 
partners in the city. They receive a 
number of donations in the fall 
and close to Christmas, but the 
summer always lags behind in 
donations. With that in mind, we 
will again celebrate Christmas in 
July throughout the month. We 
have an opportunity to give some 
“gifts” to our service partners. We 
will have bins in the new Welcome 
Center where you can bring in 
your gifts throughout the month. 
Our “Christmas List” is below. If you 
have any questions, please 
contact Pastor Matt, 
mlandry@meridianstreet.org  
 
Family Promise/ Interfaith 
Hospitality Network: Diapers and 
pull-ups (any size)   
 
Fletcher Place CC Christmas 
Ministry: Jeans for Teens 
 
Fletcher Place CC/Vida Nueva 
Food Pantries: Fresh/canned 
veggies and fruit, 1 lb. bags of 
white/brown rice, toilet paper, 
and pads/tampons. Also, instant 
oatmeal, Ramen noodles, cracker 
packs, granola bars, fruit cups, 
pudding cups, and cans of pop-
top soup and tuna for homeless 
snack packs. 
 
Habitat for Humanity: New 
Children’s Books for the Families 
 
Martin Luther King Community 
Center: “Career Clothes” Drive - if 
you have any dress clothes that  
you would like to donate, the 
MLKCC would love your donation!  
Items needed but not limited to: 
Dress pants, Suits, Dress shirts, 

Polos, Sport Coats, Ties, Belts, New 
Dress Socks, Professional Dresses, 
Jewelry or Hosiery 
 
Neighbor Link: Box cutters/razor 
knives and paint buckets with 
handles  
 
Soup’s On: Coffee (ground, no 
filter bags) and non-dairy creamer 
 
Let’s make it a Merry Christmas for 
our ministry partners this July! 

 
 
Save the Date: New Small 
Group Informational Lunch 
on August 19  
Are you interested in connecting 
with others in a small group 
setting? Our small group ministry 
at Meridian Street is a great way 
to connect with others outside of 
Sunday morning. It’s an 
opportunity to sit down together, 
eat together, and really get to 
know one another.  
 
We are hoping to form new small 
groups this fall, starting in 
September through the 2018/2019 
school year. If you are interested 
in learning more or would like to 
be part of a new small group, 
please join us on Sunday, August 
19 for an informational lunch in 

the Fellowship Hall following the 
10:30 a.m. worship service.  
 
It seems like a while away, but 
please save the date! If you would 
like to RSVP for the meeting or if 
you have questions, please 
contact Pastor Matt, 
mlandry@meridianstreet.org. 
 

Butler Tarkington Faith 
Community 2018 Meal 
and Speaker Series 
Concludes in June 
The final event of the series that 
began at Meridian Street in 
February will be Sunday, June 17 
at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic 
Church, 4625 N. Kenwood Ave. 
The program will be a Community 
Discussion centered on these 
three questions: What are 
congregations already doing 
around race and reconciliation? 
What can congregations do 
better? What is your vision for the 
neighborhood and our city? Plan 
now to attend these remaining 
events. The programs will begin 
with a meal at 5 p.m. with our 
speaker presentation and 
discussion beginning around 5:45 
p.m. 
 
 
 

mailto:mlandry@meridianstreet.org
mailto:mlandry@meridianstreet.org
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Pastor Matt, Sister Antoinette Purcell 
OSB who is the director of the 
program, and Zechariah who is 
excited to see dad complete his 
course of study. 

Pastor Matt Completes Certificate in Spiritual Direction 
During the last two academic years, Pastor Matt has participated in the 
Spiritual Direction Internship, which is a two year certificate program by the 
Sisters of Saint Benedict in Beech Grove, IN. His certificate ceremony, which 
was held on Monday, April 30th, included 13 graduates from the Roman 
Catholic, Lutheran, Disciples, Presbyterian, and United Methodist faith 
traditions.  
 
During the program, the participants learned from various presenters from the 
Benedictine, Franciscan, Brethren, and other traditions. The program included 
teaching and hands on learning from the other students by offering spiritual 
direction in small groups. The four academic semesters were three months 
long with three classes per month along with lots of reading and writing on 
the topics of spiritual development and direction.  
 
While there are many ways to define spiritual direction, Pastor Matt describes 
it as the process of helping another person recognize the activity of God in 
his or life and helping them discern how to respond appropriately. A director 
helps the directee become more aware and in tuned to God’s presence in 
their lives. A director doesn’t provide answers, or try to fix you or fix a 
challenge, but is simply present to the sacred wisdom within you and the 
Spirit moving within every person. Ultimately God is our spiritual director and 
together, we listen for God’s movement in your life. 
 
If you are interested in learning more about spiritual direction or receiving spiritual direction, please contact Pastor 
Matt.   
 
 
Welcome New Members 
On Sunday, May 6 we were excited to welcome 5 new members to Meridian Street. They joined at the service they 
normally attend so we had a chance to welcome the new members at both 9:15 and 10:30 a.m. services.  Be sure to 
greet them when you get a chance. A big welcome to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Chuck and Teri Blackett Daniel Hill Logan Orr and Rebecca Ficht 
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Meridian Street Sports - End of Year Celebration 
On Saturday, May 26 we celebrated the 281 kids and their families that spend part of their Saturday (and a weekday 
evening) on our sports field. We offered donut holes, coffee and juice in the morning, the Gathering of Men grilled hot 
dogs at lunch time and we had popcorn and drinks in the afternoon. The bounce house and a drawing for prizes 
added to the celebration. Thank you to all who volunteered and a huge thank you to our sports families for 
participating in the program! 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

June 3 JuneFest 
June 16 NeighborLink Indy Service Day 
June 18-22 Vacation Bible School 
June 24 Brittney Stephan preaching at both services, and 

reception following 10:30 a.m. worship 
August 19 – 26 Interfaith Hospitality Network Hosting Week 

Learn about these and other programs at meridianstreet.org 
  

 


