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Being a disciple...Being a disciple...

Thank you for the feedback from this past month's series of sermons.  I just try to preach to
myself each week and hope that you are able to connect with the things I struggle with.  I
would be lying to you if I didn't admit that I struggle with being a good disciple.  Some
aspects of following Jesus just seem to come naturally, other parts; well, other parts are a
constant challenge. 
 
One of the things that I have heard since arriving is that many of you struggle with being a
disciple too.  Matt and I discerned that Lent would provide a great opportunity for us to
focus on some of the key aspects of being a disciple.  We also want to move simply
beyond the 15-20 minutes that we have on a Sunday morning and be able to dig in
deeper.  As a result, we will begin a sermon series this week that will run through Lent and
offer a number of opportunities to allow you to wrestle with the concepts that we present
on Sundays.
 
Information about the study options are found in this email --- and the study books are
available in the Parlor on Sunday morning or in the church office.
 
This Sunday we will begin this series by looking at what a disciple looks like in the United
Methodist Church.  I believe that by looking at our tradition we can better evaluate what
discipleship is all about.  There are really two key passages that we will focus on throughout
Lent, both are very familiar.  The first is what is known as the Great Commandment and
found in Matthew, Mark and Luke's Gospels.  (Matthew 22:35-40)  The second is the Great
Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) and will be the focus of my sermon Sunday.  I hope you will
take some time to reflect on these passages and let God speak to you.
 
Prayer:
Holy God, you invite us to join you in the transformation of this world.  Not into what we
desire or think is best, but into your Kingdom; a Kingdom that is centered on you and love
for others.  Help us this week to reflect on how we love, and who we love, and how we
demonstrate that love to others. For it is as we care for others, that we care for you.  Help us
to grow in discipleship.  This we pray in your name.  Amen.

--Pastor Steve M. Conger

Who are your "heroes"?Who are your "heroes"?
 Matt and I are planning ahead our ideas for sermons and we would greatly appreciate
your help.  We have been kicking around the idea of doing a series on "heroes".  We all
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have them, sometimes we recognize that and other times we just take them for granted. 
Some of those heroes are biblical figures, others are people from our past (or maybe even
present).  What we are really curious about is: Who are your heroes?  We would love to hear
from you sharing who your heroes are and why they are a hero to you.  This can be a
biblical person, a historical person, or a person in your life.  We want to celebrate our
heroes and the lessons that they are teaching us.  We are thinking that sharing our stories of
our heroes could be a fun, entertaining, and enlightening experience.  So please drop a
note into the offering basket or email Pastor Steve or Pastor Matt. We can't wait to hear your
stories. 
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Save the DatesSave the Dates

Al l  Church Book S tudyAl l  Church Book S tudy
We are offering a seven week study (at four different times throughout the week)
and worship will focus on the themes that are being studied. "A Disciple's Path" will
be used as the material during this season. Copies can be picked up for $5 in the
church office. Classes will be offered:
 

Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. in the Parlor beginning February 25
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in the 2nd floor meeting room beginning February 26
Wednesdays with snacks at 5:45 study from 6-7 p.m. in the Parlor beginning
March 1
Thursdays with dinner at 6:30 p.m. and the study from 7-8 at Three Wise Men in
Broad Ripple beginning March 2

 
Please sign-up for planning purposes: online through a link on the church website
or in the Parlor.

 Book Study Sign Up

As h Wednes dayAs h Wednes day
Worship with imposition of ashes will be offered at 7am and 7:30pm in the Chapel.
Join us as we mark the beginning of the season of Lent. 

Convers ation on Im m igration: From  A Fai th Pers pectiveConvers ation on Im m igration: From  A Fai th Pers pective
Sunday, March 12th 11:45am in the Fellowship Hall (Conversation will be held
during Mission Breakfast)
Angela Adams from St Luke's UMC and is an immigration attorney will facilitate the
conversation. She will make a presentation and have Q&A. Pastor Matt will offer a
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faith reflection.
 
Fl ight From  Syria: Refugee StoriesFl ight From  Syria: Refugee Stories
Sunday, March 26th Lunch: 11:30-12:15; Conversation: 12:15-1:30pm
Lunch will be available for a donation. We will learn more about the Syrian conflict
and hear stories from refugee families.  

Chi ldren's  Mini s try NewsChi ldren's  Mini s try News

Faith Fr iends  and the i r parents  are  s e rving atFai th Fr iends  and the i r parents  are  s e rving at
Soup's  O n today!Soup's  O n today!
  
Com ing next week!  Com ing next week!  Registration for 2017 VBS
'Maker Fun Factory' appearing at Meridian Street
the week of June 19 - 23! Be on the look out. 
  
Poncho DonationsPoncho Donations
Jumping in puddles is fun!  Sitting in class soaking wet is not.  James Whitcomb
Riley School 43 has asked our congregation to donate 400 plastic ponchos for
them to have on hand for their kids.  (These are the ponchos you can get at the
drugstore for $2.)  We need some adult sizes but mostly kid sizes.  Collection bins
will be outside the Sanctuary and Chapel.  Let's get the 400 by March 19! 
  
Eas te r EggsEas te r Eggs
Last year, the kids at our Easter Egg Hunt collected more than 2500 eggs in less
than 5 minutes!  So we are starting early with our request for donations of small
prewrapped candy and plastic eggs.  Better yet, prefilled eggs will fill our hearts
with great joy!  You'll find collection boxes in the office and parlor.

Youth Mini s try NewsYouth Mini s try News

Confi rm ationConfi rm ation
Confirmands and their shepherds will be meeting this Sunday in Room 308. Come
hungry and enjoy some pulled pork sandwiches with a great discussion lead by
Pastor Steve. This class runs from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Upper RoomUpper Room
Our high school ministry meets on Thursday nights at 7 p.m. for a small group study.
Join us on Thursday, March 2 as we head down to The Children's Museum for the
last Free Thursday event! We will be meeting at Meridian Street at 5:45 p.m. Hope
you can join us for a night of being kids again. 

Mis s ion Tr ipsMis s ion Tr ips
Summer is filling up quickly, so be sure to get these dates on your calendar. 

All youth trip to Washington, D.C. June 18-23. High School trip to North Carolina July
9-15. You can find all information on our website!

Music Mini s try NewsMus ic Mini s try News

New York ,  been there ,  done that!New York ,  been there ,  done that!
 We want to invite YOU to a showing of the New York choral performance from
November at Lincoln Center, this Sunday, February 19th, 4:00 p.m in the Sanctuary. 
Many of you heard us sing it here for worship in December, "Go Sing it on the
Mountain" Christmas cantata by Pepper Choplin. We want to share the memories

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xD2Bn0C3_KhRVfuLHJkLbDfUwXxTE81Acmf-jemmycOia0gL1jrMtVXr3AllHWOfWB4r26Kpyqb8WR6Sb8dNV4nt5xP9meY0vehjXtnyKuJnWYn45_Xi1PXhQ8CUJRTqK-o0FhfqGLPnThC9U44-8az9MkfH6vAs28hdN-uEnGmLI2vQXSML2RXHhJzO71qjpDQzcnvls8G-QgmqF9fxZjmwV1dc3IPt&c=&ch=


and experience of performing in such a beautiful place with the best choirs in the
country, so mark your calendars. See you this Sunday afternoon. 

Serving Locally Opportuni tiesServing Locally Opportuni ties

IHN/Fam i ly Prom is e  Updates  by Caro lyn KingenIHN/Fam i ly Prom is e  Updates  by Caro lyn Kingen
Prayer: Loving God, teach me the power of living every day as if it were my last. 
Help me to see the possibilities and not simply the obstacles.  You have given me
gifts to serve others, to love completely, to live selflessly, and to make a
difference.  Help me to not just see the places where I can use my gifts, but give
me the willingness to use them.  Help me to leave a legacy worthy of your love. 
Amen.
 
This was Pastor Steve's prayer for this past Sunday.  It is a prayer I hope that each of
you will ponder as Meridian Street prepares to host Family Promise/Interfaith
Hospitality Network (IHN) homeless families the week of 4/2-4/9.  What gift(s) can
you, your family and/or your church group share with these families?  Pray that
God will guide your heart. 
 
During 2017 we will once again be hosting the families with the newly remodeled
3rd floor and later this year Fellowship Hall and the kitchen.  Though the
improvements are/will be fresh and updated, hospitality comes from all of you
welcoming strangers into our church home.
 
Plan to be a part of the week by preparing the 3rd floor for our guests (4/2),
hosting a meal one evening, donating money to purchase food/supplies for the
week, driving the guests to or from the Day Center, staying overnight with them,
helping with homework or playing a game with the children, or cleaning up on
4/9.  A new leadership team is needed in IHN.  In Steve's prayer, we read the
words, "Help me to not just see the places where I can use my gifts, but give me
the willingness to use them."   Take a bold step!  Ponder making that step with your
spouse or friends who want to live passionately, lovingly and boldly. 
 
Plan to attend an IHN informational meeting on Sunday, 2/26 either at 9:30 or 11:45
a.m. on the 3rd floor.  You'll learn the details of each role and hear the experience
of a current volunteer whose life has been changed by working alongside the
homeless families.
 
For more information contact Carolyn Kingen, cskingen@sbcglobal.net or Pastor
Matt, mlandry@meridianstreet.org
 
B lood Drive  at Meridian S treet - Next Sunday,  February 2 6B lood Drive  at Meridian S treet - Next Sunday,  February 2 6
Many people connected to Meridian Street have benefited from blood donations
and been wrapped in prayer through this congregation. You read about Connor
Whaley in the recent Messenger. Another member who was helped by blood
donations is Mary Sue McAlister. Several years ago she was hospitalized for 8
weeks with severe Pancreatitis and received two blood transfusions during that
time.  Indiana Blood Center needs you to know "You're Just Our Type!". Please
donate during the Meridian Street blood drive through the Indiana Blood Center
on Sunday, February 26 from 8 a.m. to noon. You can schedule your donation
here!
 
IHN/Fam i ly Prom is e  Spring Clothing DriveIHN/Fam i ly Prom is e  Spring Clothing Drive
It is beginning to feel like Spring, so you might as well get a start on your spring
cleaning! We will be collecting gently used clothing from February 25-March 12.
Please pick up a white trash bag at the entrances to the sanctuary and chapel
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and generously fill them with your gently loved clothing.  Please no shoes or
household items! Goodwill donates $5 voucher for each bag donated that our
clients use for needed items. Thank you for your donations. 

Ne ighbor to  Ne ighbor Service Pro jectNe ighbor to  Ne ighbor Service Pro ject
Our first project of the year will be on Saturday, March 18th at 9:00am. Our project
will be yard clean up. To sign up, please click the link below.
Neighbor to Neighbor Sign Up

School  43School  43
School 43 has been given the gift of a Learning Garden.  This garden will be
permanent feature in their school yard and will bring the experience of growing
real food to the children at the school and their families.  It will also enhance the
neighboring community.  The Learning Garden will be a dynamic outdoor
classroom and productive edible garden.  The Kick Off Day when the children will
load the soil into the beds, place the irrigation systems and plant their spring
garden has been set for Thursday, March 16.  It is an all-day event with the need for
volunteers to help make it all go smoothly.  If your green thumb is itching to dig in
the dirt, email Elisa (edeer@meridianstreet.org) for more information.

Meridian Street Celebrations !Meridian Street Celebrations !

"Ce lebration of Li fe ""Ce lebration of Li fe "
 
My Dad, William C. Myers (Bill) is entering the "Long Goodbye" of dementia, and I
would like to celebrate his life while he is still with us.
Would you join me?
 
Dad will be celebrating his 90th birthday on March 16th, and I would appreciate
so much if the church members who remember my dad might write him a short
note or send a birthday card to him.  There is no need to even wait until his
birthday; the longer the celebration, the better! To be remembered by all of you
would be as important to him as anything could possibly be.  
 
Dad has been moved to the memory care unit of the retirement home where
Mom still resides in their independent living apartment.  Cards may be mailed in
care of my mom, Phyllis Myers, to:  7501 E. Thompson Peak Parkway, #348,
Scottsdale, AZ  85255.
 
Thank you for your consideration; thank you for asking about my parents on
Sunday mornings; thank you for your love.
 
Sincerely,
Marilyn Myers Templeton

Happy B i rthday Audra!Happy B i rthday Audra!
A long time member and dedicated volunteer Audra Hansen celebrates her 90th
birthday on March 5. Be sure to wish her a very Happy Birthday!

Happy B i rthday Jean!Happy B i rthday Jean!
Jean Duwe is a long time member who is turning 100 years young on Sunday,
February 26! Happy birthday, we hope it is a great one. 

We want to  ce lebrate  with you! We want to  ce lebrate  with you! 
Have a big birthday or anniversary coming up?! Did you just land your dream job,
the perfect house, or find out your expanding your family? Let us celebrate those

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xD2Bn0C3_KhRVfuLHJkLbDfUwXxTE81Acmf-jemmycOia0gL1jrMtc1egUFxcuZ_RZFcRyjvywdmAhMZr7HL3AlvkTghTYTD0AYR71xa2vjagdhbbs4Y9mceadm8NLLawF8lKqEDxY-M1z9G3ssTTWgxVaalPbkXya53SKs0NpSzwRTnsTAp-16H_pioetRGG13_7hsE8SbzkaMfUvD36wjFu4QwX8Ga&c=&ch=


moments with you. Please send any announcements to Mary Sue. 

Weekly CalendarWeekly Calendar

Sunday,  Feb. 19Sunday,  Feb. 19

9:00 and 10:30 a.m.         Worship in the Sanctuary 

10:00 a.m.                         Worship in the Chapel

10:00 a.m. -2:30 p.m.       Faith Friends at Soup's On at Robert's Park

11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.        Confirmation Class in Room 308

11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.        Chancel Bells Practice in Bell Room

4:00 p.m.                           Showing of NYC Choir Performance in Sanctuary

Monday,  Feb. 2 0Monday,  Feb. 2 0

10:00 a.m.                        Bible Study in 2nd Floor Meeting Room

7:00 p.m.                          Church Council in 2nd Floor Meeting Room 

Tues day,  Feb. 2 1Tues day,  Feb. 2 1

9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.         CDI in Session

10:00 a.m.                        Worship Program Staff Meeting

10:30 a.m.                        Staff Meeting

4:00 p.m.                          Meridian Street Preservation Committee Meeting in
Library 

Wednes day,  Feb. 2 2Wednes day,  Feb. 2 2

7:30 a.m.                         Morning at Meridian in Chapel 

9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.         CDI in Session

6:30 p.m.                         Disciple Bible Study in 2nd Floor Meeting Room

7:15 p.m.                         Choir Practice in Sanctuary 

Thurs day,  Feb. 2 3Thurs day,  Feb. 2 3

9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.         CDI in Session

7 p.m.                               Upper Room meeting in Room 308

Friday,  Feb. 2 4Friday,  Feb. 2 4

9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.         CDI in Session
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9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.        Circle 6 in 2nd Floor Meeting Room 

Dai ly Scripture ReadingsDai ly Scripture Readings

Feb. 17Feb. 17
Leviticus 4:1-5:19
Mark 2:13-3:6
Psalm 36:1-12
Proverbs 10:1-2

Feb.18Feb.18
Leviticus 6:1-7:27 
Mark 3:7-30 
Psalm 37:1-11 
Proverbs 10:3-4

Feb. 19Feb. 19
Leviticus 7:28-9:6 
Mark 3:31-4:25 
Psalm 37:12-29 
Proverbs 10:5

Feb. 2 0Feb. 2 0
Leviticus 9:7-10:20
Mark 4:26-5:20
Psalm 37:30-40
Proverbs 10:6-7

Feb. 2 1Feb. 2 1
Leviticus 11:1-12:8
Mark 5:21-43
Psalm 38:1-22
Proverbs 10:8-9

Feb. 2 2Feb. 2 2
Leviticus 13:1-59 
Mark 6:1-29 
Psalm 39:1-13 
Proverbs 10:10

Feb. 2 3Feb. 2 3
Leviticus 14:1-57
Mark 6:30-56
Psalm 40:1-10
Proverbs 10:11-12

Feb. 2 4Feb. 2 4
Leviticus 14:1-57
Mark 6:30-56
Psalm 40:1-10
Proverbs 10:11-12

Fo rwa rd  th i s  ema i lFo rwa rd  th i s  ema i l STAY CONNECTED         
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