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In Our Neighborhood 
By Steve Conger  •  sconger@meridianstreet.org 

 
In 2015, Meridian Street adopted as a vision: “Communities thriving and growing in the fruit of the Spirit.”  For the past 
few months, the original vision team; along with some new participants, have been trying to discern what this vision 
means for the future of Meridian Street United Methodist Church. 
 
I wish I could say: “We have it all figured out”, but that would be an  
untruth.  We have however, begun to get clarity of what it means and  
how we can live it out.  The key word that we began focusing on is 
“communities”, but the longer we discussed it, the more we began 
to use the word: “neighborhood.”   
 
We kept talking about what it means to be a neighbor. How can we 
at Meridian Street be better neighbors to those who live close by?  
What would it look like if we took being good neighbors seriously?   
 
Most of us are a part of at least two if not three neighborhoods; the 
neighborhood in which we live, the neighborhood in which we work, 
and the neighborhood in which we worship.  While most of us are not 
going to move into the neighborhood in which we worship, we can 
become more intentional about getting to know that neighborhood and 
seeing it as a place of value.   
 
So what would it look like if we were intentional in being good neighbors?  Would it change the way that we do 
things --- the programs we offer --- the ministries we start --- how we staff the church?  Right now we have all kinds of 
ideas floating around, as we wrestle with that question. 
 
Everything we do needs to be executed with our vision in mind.  We need to ask ourselves: how does x, y or z create 
a neighborhood that is thriving and growing in the fruit of the spirit?  The ten challenges that I highlighted last month 
all need to be filtered through our vision.  You are going to hear me talk a great deal about our vision in the coming 
months. 
 
During this season of Lent, I encourage you to be in intentional prayer for the leadership of Meridian Street UMC as 
we seek to discern God’s will for our future. 
 
Loving ministry with you! 
 
Pastor Steve 
 
 
 
 

http://www.meridianstreet.org/
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Youth News 
By Dani Campbell, Director of Youth and Campus Ministries  
dcampbell@meridianstreet.org 
 

We have a great time planned for March! Every Sunday (except 1) we will meet at 10 a.m. in the Chapel to worship 
followed by youth programming in room 308 until 11:30 a.m. On March 12, we encourage all youth to worship with 
their families at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary and enjoy the Youth Bell Choir! Confirmation will meet on Sunday, March 
19 from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.  
 
It is not too late to sign up to join us for a Justice and Service Opportunity or a Mission Trip opportunity!   
 
Save the Dates: 
 
Friday, April 14—Youth Spring Lock-IN 6:30 p.m.-7:30 a.m. 
Sunday, May 14—Youth Sunday  
 
 

Children’s News 
By Elisa Deer, Director of Children’s Ministries  
edeer@meridianstreet.org 

 
Vacation Bible School 
Our Maker Fun Factory Vacation Bible School will help our kids 
discover that they are lovingly crafted by God.  Curious kids from our 
church family and the neighborhood will sing, have fun, and 
become hands-on inventors and experience God – the ultimate 
maker – in new and wildly creative ways.  VBS (for grades K – 5) is 
June 20 – 24 from 9:00 – noon each day.    Preschool (3s & 4s) VBS is 
June 21 – 23 from 9:00 – noon each of those days.  Registration forms 
are available at www.meridianstreet.org/vbs. Email Elisa at 
edeer@meridianstreet.org with any questions.   
 
 
Be Happy!  Be A Camper! 
When I was growing up, church camp was an important part of my summer.  I hung out with friends, sang, played, 
worshipped, and developed a stronger relationship with Jesus.  Our Indiana United Methodist Camps, impact 2818, 
are now taking registrations.  Camps are available for kids in Kindergarten through High School.  There are also family 
camps and special needs camps.  You will find all the information you need on camp locations, activities, and 
camping weeks at www.beacamper.com.   Grab a church friend or a school friend and sign up for a fun and 
exciting week of camp!  Meridian Street’s Otto Legacy Fund will again offer limited half fee camperships.  Email Elisa 
at edeer@meridianstreet.org for the special code you will need when you register.  Early Bird rates are available for 
those who register before mid-April. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://meridianstreet.org/what-we-offer/youth/events/
http://meridianstreet.org/what-we-offer/youth/events/
mailto:edeer@meridianstreet.org
http://www.meridianstreet.org/vbs
mailto:edeer@meridianstreet.org
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Children’s Day In 
By Christy Whaley, Director of Children’s Day In 
cwhaley@meridianstreet.org 
 

Did you know that our Children’s Day In Nursery School and Preschool program is in full swing at Meridian Street? We 
have about 100 children that range in ages from 9 months to 5 years participating in 6 different classes. You’ll find us 
here Tuesdays through Fridays from 9-2:30—you should stop by!  We are busy and fun—and we are always looking 
for volunteers.  Our staff consists of over 25 women with experience from a variety of backgrounds but all of whom 
have a love for children.  Some have been with us for almost 20 years!  Volunteers come to our classes weekly to 
read stories to our kids or introduce them to something new (like a craft or hobby).  We always have visits from the 
neighborhood policemen and firemen.  The Marion County Public library mobile bus visits us each Tuesday and a 
very talented and established director from The Indianapolis Children’s Choir instructs our music classes each week.  
Events like “Dads and Donuts”, “Moms and Muffins” and “Cocoa and Caroling” give the children time to interact 
with different family members at school!  We are eagerly awaiting our Annual Art Show in April—this is a culminating 
event for our oldest class and showcases a yearlong study of a variety of artists.  It’s truly a sight to see!  Contact 
Christy at 253-0472 or cwhaley@meridianstreet.org to get involved. 
 
 

Donations Needed For Our Youngest Friends 
By Elisa Deer, Director of Children’s Ministries 
edeer@meridianstreet.org 

 
Easter Eggs 
Calling all Bunny helpers!  We need at least 2500 filled plastic eggs for our Breakfast with the Bunny and Easter Egg 
Hunt on April 15.  Donations of wrapped candy are most welcome as well as prefilled eggs.  You’ll find collection 
boxes in the office and parlor. 

 
 

It’s raining, it’s pouring! 
A walk to school in the rain is no fun if you don’t have a raincoat.  It’s hard to concentrate on learning when you are 
soaking wet.  James Whitcomb Riley School 43 has asked our congregation to donate 400 plastic ponchos for them 
to have on hand for their kids.  (These are the ponchos you can get at the drugstore for $2.)  We need some adult 
sizes but mostly kid sizes.  Collection bins will be outside the Sanctuary and Chapel.  Challenge: Can we get the 400 
donated by March 19? Sure we can!   

 
 

 
Construction Update  
By Scott Peterson, Board of Trustees 

The Welcome Center is coming along as exterior sidewalks and curbs are being poured. The elevator equipment 
arrived and the platform is starting to work. Drywall is being both hung and finished as most of the ceilings are 
finished. The store front vestibule units will be installed soon as well as completion of exterior trim work. The brickwork 
has started on the elevator shaft and the connecting hallway to the church on the top floor. Sod was installed on 
the sports field and the new irrigation system is now turned on. Who in the world could have ever predicted that we 
would need to water the field in February? We will soak the field by running the system three times a day for a 
couple of weeks to promote root growth. Fencing is going up along the church side of the field in order to keep cars 
and people from getting on to the field. 

mailto:cwhaley@meridianstreet.org
mailto:cwhaley@meridianstreet.org
mailto:edeer@meridianstreet.org
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Mission and Service Updates 
By Rev. Matt Landry 
mlandry@meridianstreet.org 

  
Fletcher Place 2016  
2016 Christmas Shopping Day at Fletcher Place 
Community Center was very successful again this year.  
Over 141 families were served which included more than 
364 children!  Meridian Street was very important in that 
effort with 25 Volunteer slots filled by members and 
friends.  Our Youth Group members, led by director of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministries Dani Campbell, 
shopped for teen gifts and really increased our 
donations in that area.  In addition, our Christmas in July 
activities resulted in more than 70 pairs of Jeans for 
Teens! The Monday Morning Bible Study Group, 
spearheaded by Beth Soper and Catharine Birkhauser, 
put together 75 gift baskets filled with shampoo, lotion, 
toothpaste and other toiletries, all just for moms.  The 
Choir got into the spirit by concentrating on children’s 
toys. Several members made additional cash donations 
which were put to very good use by Designated 
Shoppers?! (Kitty and Cheryl really like that role!) On the 
shopping day, it was heartwarming to watch moms who 
were very happy to find sizes available for all of their 
children, from the littlest to the oldest. They were also 
pleasantly surprised to find name brand products in their 
gift baskets. THANK YOU to everyone who supported this 
important mission effort-we are already looking forward 
to next year!   
 
IHN/Family Promise Spring Clothing Drive 
It is beginning to feel like spring, so you might as well get 
a start on your spring cleaning! We will be collecting 
gently used clothing from February 25-March 12. Please 
pick up a white trash bag at the entrances to the 
sanctuary and chapel and generously fill them with your 
gently loved clothing.  Please no shoes or household 
items! Goodwill donates $5 voucher for each bag 
donated that our clients use for needed items. Thank 
you for your donations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IHN/Family Promise Updates  
Prayer: Loving God, teach me the power of living every 
day as if it were my last.  Help me to see the possibilities 
and not simply the obstacles.  You have given me gifts 
to serve others, to love completely, to live selflessly, and 
to make a difference.  Help me to not just see the places 
where I can use my gifts, but give me the willingness to 
use them.  Help me to leave a legacy worthy of your 
love.  Amen. 
 
This was Pastor Steve’s prayer on a recent Sunday.  It is a 
prayer I hope that each of you will ponder as Meridian 
Street prepares to host Family Promise/Interfaith 
Hospitality Network (IHN) homeless families. What gift(s) 
can you, your family and/or your church group share 
with these families?  Pray that God will guide your heart.   
 
During 2017 we will once again be hosting the families 
with the newly remodeled 3rd floor and later this year 
Fellowship Hall and the kitchen.  Though the 
improvements are/will be fresh and updated, hospitality 
comes from all of you welcoming strangers into our 
church home. 
 
Lenten Service With Interfaith Hospitality Network  
As we begin the Lenten season, often we decide "to 
give up something" as a reminder that Christ gave His life 
for us.  But it is also a time to ponder God's Great 
Commandment - to love Him and love our 
neighbors.  How can we actively love our neighbors - 
one way is to be a part of welcoming our Family 
Promise/Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) families into 
Meridian Street as they spend the week of April 2-9 with 
us. Yes, we will be back home using the newly 
remodeled 3rd floor!!  There are many ways to 
serve.  Please prayerfully consider how you, family and 
friends can be a part then click on the Sign Up Genius 
link.  Several folks have asked, "Is participation in IHN 
restricted to only church members/attenders - No, No, 
No. All that is required is a willing heart to serve.  Please 
welcome Emily Webber as a new coordinator for 
Meridian Street! Contact Emily Webber,  
emcwebber@gmail.com or Carolyn Kingen, 
cskingen@sbcglobal.net with any questions or 
concerns.  To sign up, click the link below:  
http://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/2367FD90EA5CEEFC
53-ihnvolunteer 
Continued on page 5 

mailto:mlandry@meridianstreet.org
mailto:emcwebber@gmail.com
mailto:cskingen@sbcglobal.net
http://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/2367FD90EA5CEEFC53-ihnvolunteer
http://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/2367FD90EA5CEEFC53-ihnvolunteer
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Continued from page 4 
 
School 43 
School 43 has been given the gift of a Learning Garden.  
This garden will be a permanent feature in their school 
yard and will bring the experience of growing real food 
to the children at the school and their families.  It will also 
enhance the neighboring community.  The Learning 
Garden will be a dynamic outdoor classroom and 
productive edible garden.  The Kick Off Day when the 
children will load the soil into the beds, place the 
irrigation systems and plant their spring garden has been 
set for Thursday, March 16.  It is an all-day event with the 
need for volunteers to help make it all go smoothly.  If 
your green thumb is itching to dig in the dirt, email Elisa 
(edeer@meridianstreet.org) for more information.   
 

Serve Indy 2017 
It’s coming! Our second ever all church service day will 
be Sunday, April 23. Last year we sent 165 people into 
service. This year, our goal is to send 200 people into 
service throughout our community. We will have people 
cleaning, serving food, writing cards, praying in our 
neighborhood, all to the glory of God. We will worship 
together at 9am and be commissioned to serve from 
around 10am to 1pm. Signups are ready for you. Click 
the link below to look at the 18 different projects you can 
participate in. If you have questions, please contact 
Pastor Matt, mlandry@meridianstreet.org. Sign up now 
on SignUp.com: http://signup.com/go/w4NLbA 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Neighbor to Neighbor Service Project 
Our first project of the year will be on Saturday, March 18 
at 9 a.m. Our project will be yard clean up. To sign up, 
please click the link below.  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044ba4ac2ea1fe3-
neighbor 

 
 

Welcome Special Guests in Worship 
on March 26 

 
Pastor Matt will be preaching on the topic of service 
from our Lenten study book A Disciple’s Path. A part of 
the message that morning will include special guests 
from Epworth United Methodist Church, Paula and Ed 
Kassig, parents of the late Abdul-Rahman (Peter) Kassig 
who served the people of Syria. We are all called to 
serve. The Kassig’s will share their personal example of 
how service has affected their lives.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

mailto:mlandry@meridianstreet.org
http://signup.com/go/w4NLbA
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044ba4ac2ea1fe3-neighbor
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044ba4ac2ea1fe3-neighbor
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James Whitcomb Riley Portrait 
By Mary Sue McAlister, Administrative Assistant 
 mmcalister@meridianstreet.org 
 

A portrait of James Whitcomb Riley, obtained by the Gathering of Men, will be 
donated to School 43 to support school identity and in conjunction with the 
Rapping With Riley contest. A presentation ceremony will be held on March 15 and 
all are welcome to attend. Look for specific details in the Meridian Street Weekly e-
newsletter. The portrait will be on display in the Parlor until the presentation. 
Donations are being accepted to cover the cost of the portrait and expenses for 
the 2017 Rapping With Riley contest. Place your donation in the offering plate or 
mail it to the church office with the note Rapping With Riley in the section of your 

check. Thank you in advance for your support of this exciting project and 
of School 43.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Member Spotlight 
By Mary Sue McAlister, Administrative Assistant 
 mmcalister@meridianstreet.org 

 
Meridian Street is blessed to have many 50+ year and even 60+ year members. Each month in the Messenger, we’re 
going to spotlight our longtime members, as well as our newer members and confirmands.  

 
Our inaugural spotlight is on Leona Bennett, who has been a 
member of Meridian Street since she joined with her 
husband Bruce in 1955. Bruce has been gone for 24 years 
now, but Leona fondly remembers the good times they had 
with their couples group, including all of them going to 
breakfast together after worship on Sunday mornings. Once 
Dr. Richard Lancaster (senior pastor from the 1960’s to 1988) 
started his infamous Kitchen Class following the last worship 
service, they enjoyed going to that discussion of the sermon. 
 
She has seen lots of changes over the years – from the 
building, to the pastors to the worship times. Happy 

memories of Meridian Street include monthly meetings of the White Cross Guild, where they made Puppy Pillows that 
were donated to the children at Methodist Hospital. She and Bruce were youth group sponsors and she fondly 
remembers trips to the Smokey Mountains. Current member Beth Soper says she always thinks of the fun times in 
youth group whenever she sees Leona. After working for the Power and Light Company for 8 years before she got 
married, Leona’s main job was helping Bruce in his work as a manufacturer’s representative, and raising their three 
children: Bob, who lives in Indianapolis, Jay from Seattle, WA, and Diana who lives in Atlanta, GA. Leona enjoys her 
two grandchildren who are now college graduates. Neither Leona nor Bruce grew up as Methodists. They came to 
Meridian Street at the invitation of The Neal’s who lived across the street from them. Leona recalls Bruce saying 
“when we get married, we’ll have to find our own church.” We’re so happy that they found Meridian Street! 

mailto:mmcalister@meridianstreet.org
mailto:mmcalister@meridianstreet.org
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Conversation on Immigration: From A Faith Perspective  

 
On Sunday, March 12 at 11:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall, Angela Adams from St Luke’s UMC and is an immigration 
attorney will facilitate a conversation on Immigration from a faith perspective. The conversation will be held during 
Mission Breakfast. She will make a presentation and have Q&A. We will also hear a personal testimony from an 
Indianapolis family who has been affected by the immigration system. Pastor Matt will offer a brief faith reflection.  
 
Here is the schedule for the event:  
Following Worship Mission Breakfast 
11:45 - 11:50 a.m.  Welcome and Faith Reflection   Rev. Matt Landry  
11:50 a.m.   Personal Testimony     Families from Indianapolis 
12:05 a.m.  Presentation      Angela Adams 
12:50 a.m.  Q&A       
 
Go to our event page on Facebook to sign up: https://www.facebook.com/events/1296494420432177/ 
 
 

 
Flight From Syria: Refugee Stories 

 
Join us on Sunday, March 26 for Lunch and Conversation and learn 
more about the Syrian conflict. Lunch, provided by Syrian families, will 
be available for a donation. Following lunch, stay and hear stories from 
refugee families. We will also look forward to having the Executive 
Director of the Immigrant Welcome Center, Terri Morris Downs, and the 
Director of Outreach and Immigration of Exodus Refugee International, 
Megan Hochbien, speak during the event. They will have information 
about how you can be involved in both organizations in the Parlor.   
 
Here is an overview of the event:  
11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Lunch (In Fellowship Hall)  
   Program will be in sanctuary 
12:15 p.m.  Welcome      Rev. Matt Landry 
   Introductions and Thank you 
12:20 p.m.  Faith Reflection     Rabbi Scott Fox, Indpls Hebrew Congregation 
12:30 p.m.  Overview of Syrian Conflict   Syrian American Council of Indy 
12:50 p.m.  Refugee Families’ Stories   Nora Basha and Families  
1:20 p.m.  Q&A      Moderated by Rev. Matt 
1:25 p.m.  Wrap Up:  Action Steps and Invitation  
    Terri Morris Downs- Executive Director of the Immigrant Welcome Center 

Megan Hochbein- Director of Outreach & Immigration of Exodus Refugee  
 
Please let us know you are coming by going to our Facebook page or emailing Pastor Matt, 
mlandry@meridianstreet.org. Go to our event page on Facebook to sign up: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1247096022038535/ 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1296494420432177/
mailto:mlandry@meridianstreet.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/1247096022038535/
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5500 North Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208-2658 

 
317.253.3237 

317.253.5513 fax 
meridianstreet.org 

 
 
 
 

First Class Postage 
 
 
 
 

 
Save the Date!  
Be sure to put these dates on your calendar now and look for details in the coming weeks. 

 
Sunday, March 12 Conversation on Immigration 
Wednesday, March 15 Presentation of Riley portrait at School 43 
Saturday, March 18 Neighbor to Neighbor 
Sunday, March 26 Flight From Syria – Refugee Stories 
Sunday April 2 – 9 Interfaith Hospitality Network at Meridian Street 
Thursday, April 13 Maundy Thursday service 
Friday, April 14 Good Friday service 
Saturday, April 15 Breakfast with the Bunny/Easter Egg Hunt 
Sunday, April 16  Easter celebrated at all three services 
Sunday, April 23 Serve Indy 
Sunday, May 12 Youth and Confirmation Sunday 
Sunday, May 21 Family Church Sunday 
Sunday, June 4 JuneFest 
 
 

 


