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This is Memorial Day weekend, and while for many Memorial Day means the beginning of
summer, and for many in Indianapolis the running of the Indy 500, it really is about so much
more.  The day was originally created in 1868 by Union General John A. Logan.  General
Logan called for a nationwide day of remembrance: "The 30th of May, 1868, is designated
for the purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades
who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in
almost every city, village and hamlet churchyard in the land".  The reason for calling it
"decoration day" was to keep from aligning the day with any particular battle.
 
Decoration Day slowly began to change, and after World War I, the holiday began to honor
and commemorate those that died in any war.  In 1968, Memorial Day, as it was now being
called, was officially established as the last Monday in May.
 
While this is not a religious holiday, it certainly is a holiday that has great significance to
everyone who lives in the USA.  Sunday we will look at the message of Jesus and how it
intersects with Memorial Day.  I invite all of our veterans to wear their uniform or a symbol of
their service so we can honor and recognize you.  Come join us at 9:00 am Sunday morning
in the Chapel.
 
Pastor Steve
 
Prayer:  Loving God, as our nation pauses this weekend to remember those in the military
who have given their lives for freedoms we enjoy, we pray you would have us all look to
you for strength, comfort and guidance. Be with all who serve in our Armed Forces. Bless
them and their families. Grant your loving protection. Let peace prevail among all the
nations, O God. Especially let your mercy rest upon our land, even as we acknowledge
with thanksgiving your past goodness on this country.  Most of all, we pray that you would
turn the hearts of all - military and civilian - to you're the message of Jesus where we find the
true peace that surpasses all understanding. In the name of Jesus, our Savior, who offers this
peace and hope for all, we pray. Amen

The church office wi ll be closed on Monday, May 29The church office wi ll be closed on Monday, May 29
in observance of the Memorial Day Holiday.in observance of the Memorial Day Holiday.
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For details, click here! Please RSVP!
 
Music, Music, Music. . . choices,
choices, choices!! That's what you'll
get at Junefest 2017 on June 4 so
you don't want to miss it! We will
begin with jazz standards featuring
Jess Wittman on bass, Christopher
Parrish on piano, and Rob Dixon on
saxophone in the sanctuary at 10
a.m. Then we'll worship together at one service in the Sanctuary at 10:30 where the
Chancel Choir will sing. At 11:40 a.m. out on the front lawn on Meridian Street (or
Fellowship Hall if the weather is inclement) you'll want to take your plate of food
and go listen to B i l l  Lancton and B lueGrazz Junction. B i l l  Lancton and B lueGrazz Junction. What a fun morning of
music! All styles, so there's something for everyone.
 
A fried chicken lunch will be catered by Jugs, and all kinds of fun and games will
be outside on the front lawn. Casual attire is most appropriate for this relaxed day
of worship and fun. Lunch will be provided but donations are welcome. No need
to bring a thing except for yourself and enjoy a day celebrating Meridian Street!
P leas e RSVP (s o we are  s ure  to  have enough food!) to  Mary Sue in thePleas e RSVP (s o we are  s ure  to  have enough food!) to  Mary Sue in the
church office at 3 17.2 5 3 .3 2 3 7 or church office at 3 17.2 5 3 .3 2 3 7 or m m cal i s te r@ m eridians treet.orgm m cal i s te r@ m eridians treet.org ..

JuneFest Help Needed!JuneFest Help Needed!
 

We need six strong people at 8 a.m. on Sunday morning to help set-up tables and
chairs on the front lawn. We also need as many people as possible to help with
clean-up after the festivities. If you can help, please S ignUp HereS ignUp Here . Thank you!

http://meridianstreet.org/mediafiles/uploaded/j/0e6222616_1495035512_junefest-2017-flyer.pdf
http://meridianstreet.org/mediafiles/uploaded/j/0e6222616_1495035512_junefest-2017-flyer.pdf
mailto:mmcalister@meridianstreet.org
mailto:mmcalister@meridianstreet.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084ea9a92ba5f49-junefest


Volunteer Opportuni ty in the Welcome CenterVolunteer Opportuni ty in the Welcome Center

With the opening of the Welcome Center comes the need for more friendly faces
on our office volunteer team. We would like to staff the Welcome Center with two
shifts Monday through Thursday: 9 a.m. - Noon and Noon- 3 p.m.  and one shift on
Friday: 9 a.m. to noon.  The current team of office volunteers covers many of the
shifts but there are openings on Tuesday afternoons and Wednesday mornings.
You would be answering the phone for the church, greeting and helping to direct
visitors to the church, and also assisting the office staff with tasks.
 
This is a great opportunity to serve the church in a very important hospitality
ministry. While the current group is all women, men can be part of the team as
well! When Children's Day In is in session, you'll be busy greeting parents and
children during drop-off and pick-up. During quiet times, you can read a book, knit,
or just enjoy the peace and quiet!  For more information or to volunteer, please
contact Mary Sue McAlister at mmcalister@meridianstreet.org, or in the church
office at 317.253.3237.

Serving Opportuni ty wi th Soup's  On at Roberts  Park on JuneServing Opportuni ty wi th Soup's  On at Roberts  Park on June
1111    

It is almost that time of year again, except this time the youth
want to invite the congregation to serve with them. We love
having youth events, but we love to serve alongside our
church family even more! Please plan on joining us to serve
on June 11 from 9:45 a.m. until 2:15 p.m. at Soup's On
downtown at Robert's Park UMC. If you are serving with us
please RSVP to Dani at dcampbell@meridianstreet.org.

Neighbor to Neighbor Service ProjectNeighbor to Neighbor Service Project

When:When: Saturday, June 10 from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
What:What: Project is painting the eaves and the front of a 1 story house on the eastside
of Indianapolis for an elderly disabled man who lives with his caregiver daughter.
This is a continuation of other Neighbor to Neighbor projects at this home. 
Supplies will be provided. More information and specific location will be shared
closer to the service date. 
Ques tions : Ques tions : Please contact Jeanette Jefferis at j11jefferis@gmail.com
To s ign up,  pleas e To s ign up,  pleas e c l ick  herec l ick  here

Bless ing of Summer Miss ionaries  Sunday, June 4Bless ing of Summer Miss ionaries  Sunday, June 4

We are looking forward to a full summer of mission opportunities around the world.
In June, we will sending 13 people to Washington, DC, to learn about justice
ministry with the United Methodist General Board of Church & Society and serve
those in need. The youth will be going to North Carolina. In late July into early
August we will sending 12 people to serve in Bolivia. Join us on Sunday, June 4, as
we pray for them and send them into the summer with our prayers and God's
blessing. 

Ramadan Iftar Dinners  wi th Niagara FoundationRamadan Iftar Dinners  wi th Niagara Foundation

Would you like to attend a traditional Iftar Dinner with a local Turkish Muslim family?
The Niagara Foundation would like to invite members of Meridian Street and other

mailto:mmcalister@meridianstreet.org
mailto:dcampbell@meridianstreet.org
mailto:j11jefferis@gmail.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044ba4ac2ea1fe3-neighbor


congregations to attend one of the dinners this Ramadan
from now until June 25. This is a great way to learn about
the celebration of Ramadan, meet new neighbors, and
enjoy a meal. If you are interested, please contact Pastor
Matt, mlandry@meridianstreet.org

Monday Morning Study of Rob Bell's  New Book Monday Morning Study of Rob Bell's  New Book What Is  theWhat Is  the
Bible?Bible?

Join us on Monday mornings at 10 a.m. starting on
Monday, June 5throughout the summer for a discussion of
Rob Bell's new book. We will be meeting in the new
Welcome Center. Rob Bell is the former pastor of Mars Hill
Church in Michigan and is the author of several books
including Love Wins. Join Pastors Steve and Matt for this
thought provoking discussion this summer! Childcare will
be provided.

Indianapoli s  Indians  Game!Indianapoli s  Indians  Game!

The Gathering of Men invite all interested church members
and their families to join us at Victory Field on Saturday,
June 10, for a 7 p.m. game between the Indians and the
Columbus Bats.  Reduced price tickets of $14 are
available.  The Men's group will also provide a drink and a
hot dog to all children attending. 'Transportation and other
arrangements will be covered with those who sign up. Please c l ick  herec l ick  here  to sign
up. Questions? Please contact Rick Whitener at 317-345-0727 by June 5th.  We
hope to see you at the ballpark.

VBSVBS
The week of June 19, Meridian Street will welcome curious VBS kids who will spend
the week as hands-on inventors discovering that they're lovingly crafted by God. 
Maker Fun Factory will transform our church into a place buzzing with excitement
as we ignite our kids' faith with rock sold Bible truths. 
 
Join us for the fun - songs, Bible stories, games, and imagination sparking
discoveries! VBS (for grades K - 5) is June 19 - 23 from 9:00 - noon each day.  
Preschool (3's & 4's) VBS is June 20 - 22 from 9:00 - noon each of those days.  There
is a $25 registration fee for each child.   Registration is available at
www.meridianstreet.org/vbs.   You won't want to miss it!

Sandi  Patty in Concert -  Saturday, June 24 at 7 p.m.Sandi  Patty in Concert -  Saturday, June 24 at 7 p.m.
 
St. Luke's United Methodist Church is hosting a first-of-its-kind evening of patriotic
and sacred worship music featuring Sandi Patty on Saturday, June 24 at 7 p.m.
Meridian Street has received an invitation to order group tickets at a discounted
price. These General Admission tickets allow guests to enter at 6:30 p.m. for any
available seat. Tickets can be purchased for $15, which is $10 off the regular price.

mailto:mlandry@meridianstreet.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084ea9a92ba5f49-indianapolis
http://www.meridianstreet.org/vbs


If you would like to take advantage of this offer, contact Mary Sue McAlister in the
church office at mmcalister@meridianstreet.org or 317.253.3237. Your request and
money for each ticket ordered must be received by June 5.

July 4th Concert on the CanalJuly 4th Concert on the Canal
 
Join us for the 4th of July Concert
on the Canal on the terrace at the
Indiana History Center, 450 W. Ohio
Street. We have reserved four
tables (Table numbers 10, 11, 16,
and 17) for the concert and then
you can move to Ohio Street to
enjoy the Freedom Blast fireworks
that follow. (The fireworks are not
visible from the terrace.) The
Indianapolis Municipal Band,
under the direction of our own
John Marshall, will play from 6-8
p.m.
 
There is no cost to you for the tables, but reservations are required. RSVP hereRSVP here .
Any questions, please contact Mary Sue McAlister in the church office at
mmcalister@meridianstreet.org or 317-253-3237.

Upcoming Worship ScheduleUpcoming Worship Schedule
 

May 28 Memorial Day Weekend
 One service at 9 a.m. in the Chapel
 Pastor Steve will be leading worship
  
June 4 JuneFest
 Jazz Trio in the Sanctuary at 10 a.m.
 One service at 10:30 a.m.
 Celebration of our Mission Teams and New Members
 Jody Clay's 30thAnniversary at Meridian Street
  
June 11 New Sunday Morning Worship Schedule
 9:30 a.m. in the Chapel
 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
 Pastor Matt will be leading worship

Weekly CalendarWeekly Calendar

Sunday,  May 2 1Sunday,  May 2 1

9 a.m. Worship Chapel

Monday,  May 2 2Monday,  May 2 2

Office Closed

Wednes day,  MayWednes day,  May
2 42 4

7:30 AM Morning at Meridian Chapel

mailto:mmcalister@meridianstreet.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084ea9a92ba5f49-july
mailto:mmcalister@meridianstreet.org


Dai ly Scripture ReadingsDai ly Scripture Readings

May 2 8May 2 8
2 Samuel 13:1-39
John 17:1-26
Psalm 119:81-96
Proverbs 16:6-7
  
May 2 9May 2 9
2 Samuel 14:1-15:22
John 18:1-24
Psalm 119:97-112
Proverbs 16:8-9
  
May 3 0May 3 0
2 Samuel 15:23-16:23
John 18:25-19:22
Psalm 119:113-128
Proverbs 16:10-11
  
May 3 1May 3 1
2 Samuel 17:1-29
John 19:23-42
Psalm 119:129-152
Proverbs 16:12-13
 
June 1June 1
2 Samuel 18:1-19:10
John 20:1-31
Psalm 119:153-176
Proverbs 16:14-15
  
June 2June 2
2 Samuel 19:11-20:13
John 21:1-25
Psalm 120:1-7
Proverbs 16:16-17
  
June 3June 3
2 Samuel 20:14-22:20
Acts 1:1-26
Psalm 121:1-8
Proverbs 16:18
  
June 4June 4
2 Samuel 22:21-23:23
Acts 2:1-47
Psalm 122:1-9
Proverbs 16:19-20

Fo rwa rd  th i s  ema i lFo rwa rd  th i s  ema i l STAY CONNECTED         

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1102018840716&ea=&a=1128034447747
https://www.facebook.com/MeridianStreet/
https://twitter.com/meridianstreet
http://www.instagram.com/meridianstreetumc



