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The Gi fts  of Bread and the Frui t of the VineThe Gi fts  of Bread and the Frui t of the Vine

On the front of the United Methodist Church's website this week, there was a brief article
regarding Methodist history and tradition of receiving Holy Communion. The link is below my
article. It caught my attention. It is titled Methodist History: Why Isn't Communion Every
Sunday? That's a good question.
 
Most United Methodist congregations serve Holy Communion once a month, which comes
from the circuit riding preachers of the 18th and 19th Centuries. As you will learn in the
article, pastors who could administer Holy Communion would travel on a circuit from
church to church. They might visit congregations once a month or every other month. It has
become tradition, but not theology.
 
Holy Communion has been such a powerful way for me to experience Christ and
community. Together, we pray, we seek forgiveness and Christ, and we become
community. John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement in 18th C. England, wrote
about Holy Communion. He wrote, "I am to show that it is the duty of every Christian  to
receive the Lord's Supper as often as he can. ... The First reason why it is the duty of every
Christian  so to do is, because it is a plain command of Christ. That this is his command,
appears from the words of the text, "Do this in remembrance of me:" ... A Second reason
why every Christian  should do this as often as he can, is, because the benefits of doing it
are so great to all that do it in obedience to him; viz., the forgiveness  of our past sins and
the present strengthening and refreshing of our souls. ..." 
 
In my congregation I served before coming to Meridian Street, we decided to move to
offering Holy Communion every other Sunday in the main worship service with the other
Sundays having it offered in our small prayer chapel. I thought, "What would happen if I
shared some bread and the fruit of vine with the congregation more often?" It has become
a new tradition that continues today at that church.
 
I pray that as we come together on Sunday to pray, seek forgiveness, and become
community at the table of Holy Communion; we'll experience Christ in our midst. They really
are gifts to us, the bread and fruit of the vine. Every time we receive Holy Communion we
are reminded of the gift of Jesus our Christ and of the community we are a part of. Let's
receive these gifts with openness, hope, and thanksgiving.
 
Grace and peace be with you,
Pastor Matt
 
Link to article Methodist History: Why Isn't Communion Every Sunday?
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/methodist-history-why-isnt-communion-every-sunday

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YgD2GhVCXRuUhMqDW3r3EpWG3rt8WpG7RlBjWwJJYxGkQ9Wgi8qxTwc62_aUJy90U_10TEWU2s4o6x-zSOkSShCeV4AxxlKFoZeySv36R6lvQXqUjBvLpnesdWFUFz5NHDUIsLk5qZ6TTli0NtSj37YrwZM5c5kWcfynv-DbhLp6bvomDI4nGQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YgD2GhVCXRuUhMqDW3r3EpWG3rt8WpG7RlBjWwJJYxGkQ9Wgi8qxT3WJduNUu9O5Hqf_oCz0TOL7aAKCSuDU0Tv-o0_5lw67TUISiGdF1cZ1PSvmksVmCiwWW5-wfDPCoKiaR8sdAVaclCeLuuWib7TRbxJcaGPGHlVULftCdQ9vQBaoHBWtiZSvpQUTKETQnRYbvVZ7A-vtIV5FgD9NUsN7hI9q7_reGpIfOLJgklrAc3EUjek72GdL8owIGUtr&c=&ch=
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Interfai th Hospi tali ty Network at Meridian Street July 30  -Interfai th Hospi tali ty Network at Meridian Street July 3 0  -
August 6August 6

We will host families striving to find homes through Family Promise and Interfaith
Hospitality Network next m onthnext m onth !  Our families will arrive on July 30 and depart on
August 6th.
 
This month will mark a change for Meridian Street coordinator Carolyn Kingen. 
After several years of service, Carolyn is transitioning coordinator leadership to
Sheila Akinleye, Ginny Stauffer, Keisha Boger and Emily Webber.  That's right - it took
four people to replace her!  Please help us continue the great tradition of Meridian
Street's hosting and serve however you are called - whether you can drive the
van, bring some dinner, or spend an hour getting to know our families.
 
Sign up is easy!

Go online to the Sign Up Genius link below:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044ba4ac2ea1fe3-family1
Meet us in the Parlor this Sunday, July 2 at 10 a.m. and sign up in person OR
Contact anyone on the coordinator team

Gathering of Men Breakfast -  Creator Endowed RightsGathering of Men Breakfast -  Creator Endowed Rights

This weekend, we will celebrate our founding as a nation, with the right to govern
in a democracy and the right to get out from under a monarchy.  And our
launching document - the Declaration of Independence - declared those rights
came from our Creator.  The Declaration of Independence says these include life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  What are those for men of faith?  What else

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YgD2GhVCXRuUhMqDW3r3EpWG3rt8WpG7RlBjWwJJYxGkQ9Wgi8qxT3WJduNUu9O5fj7QVQn6HOaKg3893o7VuOKilLCxkUUYeuD5Mb6Bs7NgCzKvEVBZgtNtItyJ__XG1w1xEvj6aOmL4_Tp1Ur5w3mVf2ozknlE1pheWgseOrFSEHSy73ICtUBVPNtA-6fjqfE1l4Zj_p7wIEi3y5DDHmRTOy8jEILq&c=&ch=


would we add to the list?  What happens when
the path of our pursuit results in a head on
collision with the path of your pursuit? 
 
The concept of Creator certainly differed for
the signers, from the Deism of Jefferson and
Franklin to Charles Carrol the lone Catholic
and the Episcopalians, Presbyterians,
Congregationalists and Quakers among the
rest.    But all 56 signers claimed some Christian
affiliation.  Interestingly, a Pew Research report
shows that only one of today's Congress
identifies as unaffiliated though the range for
the other members now has added those in the Jewish, Mormon, Muslim,
Buddhist, and Hindu traditions.  Would we write the Declaration the same today? 
How would it change - for society at large or for those of us adding our voice to
the conversation? How would the evolution from the faith [of whatever kind] of our
forefathers to the secularism of today affect what would be our launching
document if we started over? 
 
Join us on Saturday, July 8, in the Library from 8:15 to 10 a.m. for what would
certainly be a lively and interesting dialogue!  Breakfast will be available at a
charge of $5 per person. Please RSVP for headcount purposes to Bob Greising at
rgreising@kdlegal.com or Marvin Miller at  marv1127@aol.com.  All men are
welcome!  Bring a friend! 

Have You Recently Moved to a New Home?Have You Recently Moved to a New Home?

The new church directory is going to be coming out this fall. If you have moved in
the past 18 months, now is the time to update your address and contact
information with the church office. Has your phone number changed? Are you
preparing to move soon? Are all of your children still at home and are they all
included in your membership record? Do you want your record published? Copies
of the current directory are on display in the Parlor for your convenience in
reviewing your information. If you have changes, please note them on the legal
pad or contact Mary Sue McAlister at 253.3237 ext. 15 or
mmcalister@meridianstreet.org.  The deadline for changes is Sunday, July 23. 

Directory Adverti s ing Opportuni tyDi rectory Adverti s ing Opportuni ty

The church directory is in the process of being updated and when finalized this fall,
it will be direct mailed to each family at no cost to Meridian Street. The book will
contain everything pertinent to our church: the various ministries, organizations,
and committees, plus a complete directory of all members.  The book is again
being subsidized by local businesses that advertise. If you own or manage a
business and would like to find out about advertising in our book, please call our
sales representative, David Zane Jones, at 317-340-4777 and reference the
Meridian Street guide, #0494. The deadline for placement is July 23.

Small Group Mini s try SurveySmall Group Mini s try Survey

We would like to create some new small groups in August that would begin
meeting in September. The purpose of these new small groups would be for
intentional study, prayer, and to grow relationships. There will be a study topic and
information provided and each small group would take time to discuss, learn, and
pray together. 
 
Whether you are in a small group right now or not, please take a moment to this

mailto:rgreising@kdlegal.com
mailto:marv1127@aol.com
mailto:mmcalister@meridianstreet.org


very short, 4 question survey. We want to hear from you as we prepare for the fall!
Here is the link:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XB9PVYL

Walk a Mi le in a Refugee's  Shoes -  Sunday, July 23 , 1-5 p.m.Walk a Mi le in a Refugee's  Shoes -  Sunday, July 23 , 1-5 p.m.

Walk a Mile in a Refugee's Shoes is an hour long simulation that allows participants
to assume the identity and role of a refugee. Through the simulation you will be
given the opportunity to learn what experiences a refugee is faced with once
forced to flee their country. You will encounter seven stations meant to mimic the
process a refugee would encounter. We hope that you walk away from this
experience enlightened on refugee reality and what steps you can take to
advocate or get in involved. 

Please be sure to sign-up through the Eventbrite
p a g e : https://www.eventbrite.com/e/walk-a-mile-in-a-refugees-shoes-tickets-
34220498432?aff=es2

This event is put on by COIN (Coalition for Our Immigrant Neighbors) in partnership
with the JCC.
 
For more information: mlandry@meridianstreet.org

The Pastor i s  In -The Pastor i s  In -
Pas tor Matt' s  Coffee Hous e O ffice HoursPas tor Matt' s  Coffee Hous e O ffice Hours

Stop by the Illinois Street Food Emporium on Tuesday
morning to say hello, share a prayer request, or just
talk with Pastor Matt. He shares, "It has been great
talking with many of you over the last few months
during my coffee house office hours. I look forward
to seeing you sometime soon at the Food
Emporium." Contact Matt at
mlandry@meridianstreet.org for more information.
 
Upcom ing Schedule :Upcom ing Schedule :
Tuesday, July 4th- OFF
Tuesday, July 11th from 8am to 9:30am
Tuesday, July 18th from 8am to 9:30am
Tuesday, July 25th from 8am to 9:30am

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YgD2GhVCXRuUhMqDW3r3EpWG3rt8WpG7RlBjWwJJYxGkQ9Wgi8qxT3WJduNUu9O5rmKcMR52Zzw87moMJ4fZASJgf_hT1bJpR101fjW2nuAZmo1auNHq0HgdSqIawRQmlbHMxwMmsoJAWPz9uw6fz-KiFrr74mXJJmN_ZFIXNRwEic90pS1fB4dD76fU-_52&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YgD2GhVCXRuUhMqDW3r3EpWG3rt8WpG7RlBjWwJJYxGkQ9Wgi8qxT2DC4nqtVhY1ehKfBcPmSfU3gLomEiIpBOZx06LGdtb1EWyQdu1a63tbnjBtrx6qsImG7czQQgJdhP632AQOJfxkg2AvsZbRsQQmpuFb1nz-GuPd2qR0J6Ua9vb21yleWwtz1GLxrfox96XAyACk1QLMG4ESYqNuiXM17B47XsFcTtvOeQnlQaHsjokW0RellfFWU900vXI3atTUk_QgSU8=&c=&ch=
mailto:mlandry@meridianstreet.org
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Save The Date -  Next Blood Drive: Sunday, July 30Save The Date -  Next Blood Drive: Sunday, July 30

The sign up link isn't quite ready yet, but put the date on your calendar! Thank you! 

Weekly CalendarWeekly Calendar
  
Sunday,  July 2Sunday,  July 2

9 a.m. Coffee and Donuts Parlor

9:30 a.m. Worship Chapel

9:30 a.m. Truth Seekers Class Conf. Rm.

10:30 a.m. Worship Sanctuary

Monday,  July 3Monday,  July 3

Building Closed for the Holiday

Tues day,  July 4Tues day,  July 4

Building Closed for the Holiday

6:00 p.m. Concert on the Canal Away

Wednes day,  JulyWednes day,  July
55

6:00 p.m. Summer Youth Outside

Thurs day,  July 6Thurs day,  July 6

No Events Scheduled

Friday,  July 7Friday,  July 7

No Events Scheduled

Dai ly Scripture ReadingsDai ly Scripture Readings

July 2July 2
2 Kings 20:1-22:2
Acts 21:17-36
Psalm 150:1-6
Proverbs 18:9-10
  
July 3July 3
2 Kings 22:3-23:30
Acts 21:37-22:16
Psalm 1:1-6
Proverbs 18:11-12
  
July 4July 4
2 Kings 23:31-25:30
Acts 22:17-23:10
Psalm 2:1-12
Proverbs 18:13
  



July 5July 5
1 Chronicles 1:1-2:17
Acts 23:11-35
Psalm 3:1-8
Proverbs 18:14-15
  
July 6July 6
1 Chronicles 2:18-4:4
Acts 24:1-27
Psalm 4:1-8
Proverbs 18:16-18
  
July 7July 7
1 Chronicles 4:5-5:17
Acts 25:1-27
Psalm 5:1-12
Proverbs 18:19
  
July 8July 8
1 Chronicles 5:18-6:81
Acts 26:1-32
Psalm 6:1-10
Proverbs 18:20-21
  
July 9July 9
1 Chronicles 7:1-8:40
Acts 27:1-20
Psalm 7:1-17
Proverbs 18:22

Fo rwa rd  th i s  ema i lFo rwa rd  th i s  ema i l STAY CONNECTED         

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1102018840716&ea=&a=1128296317668
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YgD2GhVCXRuUhMqDW3r3EpWG3rt8WpG7RlBjWwJJYxGkQ9Wgi8qxT5t0ho0LSqQhTWsAqnhss5NNA2ZuQtlWYiugzzrPU9xGb7mLxqrkWbdBOHU-P_cwIsuZ61UD5lLX7xF0eb49tRIMU_Yl7o-Uj7nM6XRRSZqJ7LtbtU5g3JcxaCZwV25FGNyYswe2WyBHuC8jWW3j8dk=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YgD2GhVCXRuUhMqDW3r3EpWG3rt8WpG7RlBjWwJJYxGkQ9Wgi8qxT5t0ho0LSqQhdHor-zb3QXv8iDR4VHYy3W02fHRifyskmG_KqXdzV8RtWrt_TlwE2FpGBHexMIX6lSbAyYbSBHKhTFZNX5GgkGoTkTYmOn2swXvgll4WTAxXp9vPBqYxMBPT7S9lFD3M&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YgD2GhVCXRuUhMqDW3r3EpWG3rt8WpG7RlBjWwJJYxGkQ9Wgi8qxT5t0ho0LSqQhxcgO-pbQW1IC0FWOWvWccBqUJL9baeVHUgmuWLmgpB56KwS9v4baaLrN_oQp7yLvM7upnrWrpiYY_GWqEjEQEsVSArF0u8HvOMNdQHLPhpuAUuVjcsaeD0qm2eeEo-1r5ZBKfeSNZS4=&c=&ch=

