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July, 2018            meridianstreet.org 

From The Desk of Pastor Steve 
Don’t you hate it when you read a book or news report that challenges your worldview?  It is bad enough to get 
challenged on your comfort zone, but it is even worse when the person challenging you is mostly right.  I have been 
battling this dis-ease this week as I read Bill Easum’s newest book, Dinosaurs to Rabbits.  Bill Easum is a retired United 
Methodist pastor who has made a name for himself in church growth circles.  I first met Bill close to 20 years ago and 
have found many of his ideas to be helpful.  This new book however is frankly offensive to my comfortable sensibilities. 
 
Bill, like so many, has spent years trying to understand the decline in United Methodist Churches and in mainline 
Christianity as a whole. Every few years in my 30+ years of ministry the annual conference will develop a new strategy 
that is going to solve all of our problems and get us back on the right track.  But as we know here at Meridian Street 
and as is true across United Methodism, we have been on a decline for decades.  Sometimes that decline has been 
rapid, other times we have seen a leveling off, or maybe even a little growth.  But Meridian Street is nothing like it was 
when it had 2,000 members thirty years ago.  Bill Easum claims to have the solution to our problem. 
 
The problem with his solutions is that they require us to re-think everything we do.  And to be honest, I am not sure I am 
ready, nor am I sure you are either.  I don’t agree with everything he says, and I am trying to work through my 
assumptions and disagreements to understand where they come from.  Because while I am not ready to change, I 
really don’t think I have a choice.  Change is constantly happening, and I must do my best to adapt to the changes in 
the environment around me. 
 
What is the key according to Easum?  Radical Discipleship.  In his mind that is the only way the church can be 
influential in the future.  When we make Jesus and the Kingdom of God our first allegiance.  And this is very different 
from what the annual conference presented as the solution earlier in June. 
 
The goal of the Indiana annual conference is for every church to be “Missional” by 2020.  By the definition that they 
use, Meridian Street is a missional church already!  But, missional isn’t enough.  We must become transformational.  Not 
just transforming the community around us in Kingdom values, but transforming our lives.  And that’s where it gets icky. 
 
I challenged the staff this week to re-think how we evaluate what we do.  I asked them to ask the question: How has X, 
Y, or J helped people grow in their discipleship?  How are we freeing up those who gather each week at Meridian 
Street to become engaged in life changing ministry?  Those are very different questions than we often ask. 
 
I would love to know your thoughts on what Bill Easum has to say.  If you have a free couple of hours (it is a very short 
book) and are willing to get pushed out of some very comfortable spots --- read the book and let’s sit down over a cup 
of coffee and see where God will lead us. 
 
Peace,  
Steve 
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July Ministry Focus: Martin 
Luther King Community 
Center and School 43 
During 2018, we have taken one 
of our local ministry partners and 
highlighted their outreach to our 
community. We have also given 
our loose change offering that 
month to that ministry. During the 
month of July we highlight the 
outreach and work of the Martin 
Luther King Community Center 
and School #43, which are both 
wonderful pillars in our 
neighborhood. 
 
Martin Luther King Community 
Center 
In 2017, Meridian Street UMC was 
awarded the “Partner of the Year” 
award. We have continued this 
great partnership into this year as 
well.  
 
Through the support of the 
Hansman and Otto Grants, we 
have been able to continue our 
support of the MLKCC. The Center 
has begun work on the Best Buy 
Teen Tech Center that will provide 
an opportunity for teens to learn 
about technology careers. The 
hope is that the Center will be 
ready in November of 2018 and 
Meridian Street will be invited to 
the open house. We’ll share that 
date when we receive it.  
 
 
 
The afterschool and summer 
programs continue to grow. There 

are always opportunities to serve 
with the MLKCC. You could help 
tutor, mentor, organize a donation 
drive, and more. Please contact 
Pastor Matt to inquire further, 
mlandry@meridianstreet.org  
 

Kids in the afterschool program enjoy 
the Reindeer at the Meridian Street 
Holiday Party at the MLKCC 
 
School 43 
We are excited about the positive 
transformation happening at 
School #43. Principal Posey is 
making a great difference in the 
life of this school. Our Gathering of 
Men continue to support the 
teachers with donations. There are 
opportunities to donate and tutor 
during the school day at School 
#43. Please contact Pastor Matt 
to inquire further.

 
Pastor Steve, Pastor Matt, and 
members of the Gathering of Men 
present a portrait of James Whitcomb 
Riley to School 43, also known as 
James Whitcomb Riley School. 

Serve with (IHN) Interfaith 
Hospitality Network in 
August 
“Serving is such a joy!” This was 
said by one of our volunteers who 
served during our last time hosting 
families with Interfaith Hospitality 
Network.  

Meridian Street volunteers are  
ready for our IHN Guests! 

 
It is a great joy being able to serve 
families who are in need of shelter 
and being a part of their family for 
the week. From playing games, 
enjoying meals and conversation, 
and simply spending time with a 
family, IHN is a great way to serve.  
 
We will be hosting again from 
August 19-26. The sign up link will 
be available soon. Until then, if 
you have questions or would like 
to learn more, contact Pastor 
Matt, mlandry@meridianstreet.org 
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Habitat for Humanity 
Coming this fall 
The greater Indy Habitat for 
Humanity’s Interfaith Build will be 
in October & November of this 
year. 
 
Meridian Street UMC is uniting with 
Indianapolis congregations, 
mosques, temples, and 
synagogues to partner with 
Habitat for Humanity and the 3 
qualifying new family homeowners 
in building their homes on Indy’s 
East Side. 
 
You can put love for your 
neighbor into action and help 
promote the stability of 
homeownership.  Everyone can 
use a hammer or paint brush to 
manifest God’s love – no skill level 
is too low.   
 
“We may disagree on all sorts of 
other things, but we can agree on 
the idea of building homes with 
God’s people in need” – Millard 
Fuller, founder of Habitat for 
Humanity 
 
Specific work dates and volunteer 
information will be coming 
throughout the summer with 
registration in August-September. 
 
If interested, contact Phil McAlister 
at 317-989-7660 or email 
phil.mcalister@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Study Starting in 
September  
Do you find the Bible intimidating?  
Have you always wanted to know 
what it has to say about things, 
but don’t know how to get past all 
the rules, and genealogical lists? 
Would you like to know what 
being a follower of Jesus is all 
about? 
 
Beginning September 16th Pastor 
Steve will be leading a Bible Study 
using the DISCIPLE materials from 
the United Methodist Church.  This 
will be a 34 week look at the entire 
Bible. We will meet every Sunday 
evening from 6 – 8 p.m. You will 
need to commit about 30 minutes 
of daily bible reading. 

By the end of the year, you will not 
only have read basically the entire 
Bible, but you will have insights 
and opportunities to apply it to 
your life. Class is limited to 12 
participants. For more information 
see Pastor Steve. 
 
 

Bill Myers Memorial 
Service and Reception 
The family of Bill Myers, who died 
in December, 2017, invites you to 
a memorial service on Tuesday, 
July 17, 2018. Visitation will be from 
1-3 p.m. in the Parlor, and the 
service will be at 3 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary. Please join the family 
for a reception following the 
service at Woodstock Club, 1301 
W. 38th St., Indianapolis. 

Indianapolis Municipal 
Band: Tribute to America  
Come out on July 5 to Garfield 
Park for a great concert! This is the 
same band that played at 
JuneFest. The concert will be at 7 
p.m. at the Garfield Park Arts 
Center. 
 
The band is directed by Meridian 
Street's own John Marshall. Mary 
Sue McAlister plays in the flute 
section, and for a special treat, 
Peggy Marshall will be singing As 
Time Goes By accompanied by 
the band.  
 
Come early and bring a picnic to 
enjoy. Hope you can make it! 

 
 
 

Vacation Bible School –
Operation Kid to Kid 
As a prelude to what you’ll learn 
about VBS week on page 6, the 
kids donated $72 for Operation 
Kid to Kid to provide drought-
tolerant seeds to families in Haiti. 
This is a program through World 
Vision. The kids were each sent 
home with a “Seed Packet” 
envelope, and many brought 
them back with donations. $10 
provides seeds that can grow into 
food to feed a child for a year, so 
they donated enough to feed 7 
children for a year. What a great 
way to make a difference! 
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RECAP: 2018 Butler 
Tarkington Faith 
Community Meal and 
Speaker Series On Race 
On June 17, the faith community 
of the Butler Tarkington 
Neighborhood wrapped up a five 
month series of meals and 
conversations around the topic of 
racial reconciliation. Over the 
course of the series, we had 50 to 
75 in attendance and 8 different 
congregations represented.  
 
Meridian Street, North UMC, St. 
Paul’s Episcopal, Fairview 
Presbyterian, and St Thomas 
Catholic all hosted our events and 
provided meals. During our last 
gathering, everyone had a 
chance to share what their 
church communities are doing on 
the issue of racial reconciliation 
and we dreamed together about 
what we could do as a united 
faith community.  
 
Several congregations have 
already engaged in book studies 
and small group conversations on 
this issue. Some of the books 
shared were The New Jim Crow by 
Michelle Alexander and Waking 
Up White by Debby Irving which 
Meridian Street studied in January 
of this year.  

Our hope is to plan more events in 
the fall, to build community right 
here in Butler Tarkington and the 
surrounding neighborhoods. We’re 
looking at ways we can serve, 
pray, and enjoy fellowship 
together.  
 
Thank you to everyone who 
attended from Meridian Street. 
Please join Pastor Matt in prayer as 
we move forward together 
proclaiming that all of God’s 
children are loved and created in 
God’s own image.  
 
 
Financial Peace University 
We’re pleased to announce that 
we will be hosting Financial Peace 
University here at Meridian Street.  

Through common-sense principles 
and small-group accountability, 
Financial Peace University (FPU) 
gives people the tools they need 
to change their behavior and 
succeed financially. FPU lessons 
include best-selling authors and 
money experts, Rachel Cruze and 
Chris Hogan. More than 4.5 million 
people across the country have 
participated in Financial Peace 
University. FPU, along with The 
Legacy Journey and Smart Money 
Smart Kids courses, are offered at 
church and community 
organizations nationwide. 
 
The classes will be led by Meridian 
Street member Jay Barclay. Jay 
Barclay is a Certified Financial 

Planner™ and a life-long resident 
of Indianapolis. He has been 
working with clients as a financial 
advisor for over 18 years.  Jay has 
facilitated the Financial Peace 
University course for several 
organizations over the last few 
years. 
 
A preview class will be held on 
Tuesday, September 4 and the 9 
week series of classes begins on 
September 11.  All classes begin at 
6 p.m. and will be held in 2nd Floor 
Meeting Room. 
 
 
New Pictorial Directory  
It has been several years since 
Meridian Street distributed a 
pictorial directory. Well that’s 
about to change!  We are 
working with Lifetouch to create 
and publish a new photo 
directory. The directory will have 
the option to be updated as new 
families join the church, and we’ll 
have the opportunity to raise 
funds for our outreach ministries 
through a food drive connected 
with photo appointments. Pictures 
will be taken during two weeks in 
October, and pictures ordered will 
be delivered in plenty of time to 
use as Christmas gifts.  Look for 
more detailed information in the 
coming weeks.  
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Christmas In July! 
Summer can be a challenging 
time for our service ministry 
partners in the city. They receive a 
number of donations in the fall 
and close to Christmas, but the 
summer always lags behind in 
donations. With that in mind, we 
will again celebrate Christmas in 
July throughout the month. We 
have an opportunity to give some 
“gifts” to our service partners. We 
will have bins in the new Welcome 
Center where you can bring in 
your gifts throughout the month. 
Our “Christmas List” is below. If you 
have any questions, please 
contact Pastor Matt, 
mlandry@meridianstreet.org  
 
Family Promise/ Interfaith 
Hospitality Network: Diapers and 
pull-ups (any size)   
 
Fletcher Place CC Christmas 
Ministry: Jeans for Teens 
 
Fletcher Place CC/Vida Nueva 
Food Pantries: Fresh/canned 
veggies and fruit, 1 lb. bags of 
white/brown rice, toilet paper, 
and pads/tampons. Also, instant 
oatmeal, Ramen noodles, cracker 
packs, granola bars, fruit cups, 
pudding cups, and cans of pop-
top soup and tuna for homeless 
snack packs. 
 
Habitat for Humanity: New 
Children’s Books for the Families 
 
Martin Luther King Community 
Center: “Career Clothes” Drive - if 
you have any dress clothes that  
you would like to donate, the 
MLKCC would love your donation!  
Items needed but not limited to: 
Dress pants, Suits, Dress shirts, 

Polos, Sport Coats, Ties, Belts, New 
Dress Socks, Professional Dresses, 
Jewelry or Hosiery 
 
Neighbor Link: Box cutters/razor 
knives and paint buckets with 
handles  
 
Soup’s On: Coffee (ground, no 
filter bags) and non-dairy creamer 
 
Let’s make it a Merry Christmas for 
our ministry partners this July! 
 

Administrative Committee 
Highlights 
The Messenger will start including 
highlights from meetings of the 
Board of Trustees and the Church 
Council.  
 
The Trustees are responsible for 
overseeing the buildings and 
grounds of the church, and the 
Church Council takes a long view 
of the church and its future.   
 
These reports, in addition to 
information sent from the Finance 
Committee via the quarterly 
Dollars and Sense publication, will 
hopefully provide a good 
overview of life of the church from 
a physical and financial 
standpoint while providing a 
glimpse into future planning.  
 
Any questions or comments about 
the information provided can be 
sent to the church general email 
meridianstreet@meridianstreet.org 
and it will be forwarded to the 
appropriate chairperson. 
 
 
 

Board of Trustees: Have you 
noticed these changes? 
• New hurricanes we placed on 

the Chapel Chandelier 
• The restroom in the Choir room 

just off the Sanctuary has been 
refurbished 

• The south entrance drive has a 
large chuckhole? The Trustees 
are working on the best way 
to repair. 

• The new pass-through window 
in the office area – so guests 
can be seen and greeted 

• The new water fountain in the 
hall outside the Parlor to 
replace obsolete old fountains 

• The parlor carpets have been 
cleaned 

 
Church Council: In 2018, the 
Council has attended to: 
• Strategic Planning for the 

years to come, including a 
Vision Summit held in February. 

• Planning and implementing 
new procedures to facilitate 
ministry formation and 
otherwise responding to 
insights from the Vision Summit.  
These will be presented to the 
congregation in the next few 
months. 

• Focused ministry presentations 
by the Mission Committee and 
the Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries. 

• Launching of the planning 
process for the 200th 
Anniversary. 

• Review and approval of grant 
proposals by the Hansman 
Committee and the Otto Fund 
Committee. 

• Monthly presentations by the 
Finance Committee, the Staff 
Parish Committee and the 
Trustees. 

mailto:mlandry@meridianstreet.org
mailto:meridianstreet@meridianstreet.org
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Vacation Bible School  
VBS included 100 children, over 40 volunteers, 5 stations for "big" kids and 3 others for preschoolers, and numerous 
quantities of various items for all our activities. But the numbers don't tell the story of what a great week we had!  

 
Our theme was Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus. The sanctuary was decked out like 
a tropical island, and our hallways turned into jungles, oceans and beaches.  The 
children from our congregation, Children's Day In daycare and preschool, and 
community made new friends and learned how Jesus rescues us when we are 
lonely, when we are worried, when we struggle, when we do wrong, and when we 
are powerless. This point was taught and reiterated at Bible Discovery, Imagination 
Station, the daily video at KidVid, and even at our games and snack stations.  
 

We talked about watching for God. Kids received "Watch for God" bracelets and answered the question "Where do 
you see God?" These answers were written on stickers that patched the holes on the sail of our raft in the sanctuary. 
Answers included friendship, seeing prayers answered, VBS, and singing VBS songs.  
 
It was wonderful to see the kids making new friends, having fun, and singing. 
Highlights included the preschoolers “swimming” around the Welcome Center in 
their music time, each child hanging their black paper on a cross to represent their 
sin in Bible Discovery, the kids yelling “Jesus Rescues” with their daily Bible point, and 
how everyone sang and did the motions to the songs by the end of the week. (Not 
to mention the ice cream truck that came at the end of VBS. It was a hit, of 
course!).  
 

One VBS song lyric says “Through every storm of life I know you’re by my side, so I am 
holding on to your promises,” and it is my prayer that this will stick with each child for 
years to come and they will remember that God is with us through the storms of life.   
 
A big thank you goes to all of you who helped decorate, donated or loaned supplies, 
and gave of your time and effort to make this a fun and worthwhile week for all the kids! 
 

Finally, a special word of appreciation to several people. Without them VBS wouldn’t have been the same. Sean Baker 
(our 9:15 a.m. service pianist) and Lucas Debard tirelessly led music for the week. Rick Spaulding was indispensible in 
taking care of our audio/visual needs. Ken Moreland came each day to take pictures to record the week. Thank you 
very much! 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers who spent the week with the kids: 
Angel Akinleye 
Jeremiah Akinleye 
Kate Amos 
Sean Baker 
Hadley Barr 
Hanna Barr 
Heather Barr 
 

Teri Blackett 
Jennifer Bostrom 
Kate Brimmer 
Dick D’Alton 
Lucas Debard 
Debby Fairley 
Brandy Forgey  

Jonel Hakes 
Phyllis Holt  
Ellie Huffman 
Ethan Huffman 
Riley Jordan 
Haley Jordan 
Megan King 
 

Amanda Koluch 
Candace Landry 
Betsy Miller 
Michelle Morgan 
Katie Nichols 
Ava Null 
Roger Outcalt  

Tom Plimpton 
Christina 
Rickard 
Lisa Rittenhouse 
Anne 
Rosebrock 
Ava Scolnik 
 

Donna Scolnik 
Whitney Scolnik 
Sadie Sheetz 
Lora Smith 
Nathan Smith 
Tracy Sprunger 
Allyson Talyor 
Lisa Voy 

 
Plans are already being made for VBS 2019 with a goal to involve even more families from the neighborhood and 
make VBS an All Church Event! 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

July 15 Youth Game Night 
August 5 Confirmation Follow Up meeting 
August 19 Confirmation registrations due 
August 19 Small Group Meeting 
August 19 – 26 Hosting Interfaith Hospitality Network 
August 25 Youth Kick-Off 
August 25 NeighborLink Indy Service Day 

Learn about these and other programs at meridianstreet.org 
  

 


