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FA LL KI CK-OFF T HI S SUNDA Y !FA LL KI CK-OFF T HI S SUNDA Y !

Worship T imesWorship T imes

9:15 a.m. in t he Chapel 9:15 a.m. in t he Chapel 
and 10:30 a.m. in t he Sanct uaryand 10:30 a.m. in t he Sanct uary

Learning Civ ilit y: T olerance I s Not  EnoughLearning Civ ilit y: T olerance I s Not  Enough

Why is it so hard for us to talk with each other today? I hear lots of excuses, but not a great
deal of substantive remedies. Last spring, when Matt and I began planning our preaching
for this fall, we wanted to address the elephant in the room of the United Methodist Church
--- the issue of sexuality. As many of you know, in February, 2019, the General Conference of
the United Methodist Church (our governing body) will be meeting in special session to
address one issue. The question at hand: is there a Way Forward as a unified denomination
in regards to human sexuality. A special study group (yes we are United Methodists) has
spent the last two years trying to come up with a solution. Their proposals were shared with
the council of bishops who recommended one of three proposals. But since that
announcement, there has been a great deal of shouting, and very little listening as both
sides have dug in their heels and prepared to battle to the death.
 
While I want to address the issue, I have come to the conclusion that Sunday morning
worship is not the best place. Instead I will talk Sunday morning about civility. As I have
researched the issue I came across two dominate themes: Christianity has destroyed civility,
or Trump has destroyed civility --- neither of those claims are very helpful. What struck me
was a book written originally in 2011 by Parker Palmer called: Healing the Heart of
Democracy: The Courage to Create a Politics Worthy of the Human Spirit.
 
The book clearly understands that civility is not a political issue, it is a human issue. In the
introduction, Palmer quotes Thomas Merton who reminds us:

[Our] basic problem is not political, it is apolitical and human. One of the most
important things to do is to keep cutting deliberately through political lines and barriers
and emphasizing the fact that these are largely fabrications and that there is another
dimension, a genuine reality, totally opposed to the fictions of politics: the human
dimension which politics pretend to arrogate entirely to themselves. This is the necessary
first step along the long way toward the perhaps impossible task of purifying,
humanizing and somehow illuminating politics themselves.

 
The challenge is to see each other for who we really are, not who we assume someone to
be because of their race, religion, color, political affiliation or almost anything else. But that

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Gdz_H7MafBEg7rBOwQnPkssJoxZI_l7tb4H5otBC1T5551v_DYF5PSwEpXzkgiC2RWSZkbARLNOYU5SUcjfC4u9PbGN6B6iyg-D4wd0Bp8SGKJB1AaBDRXdCyMg-RAhq_0Gkb3zFp4cUsxfs6TbW1uZmHHLuZmtbMXV2Gxo7IT3h9Yhm8pbYNQ==&c=&ch=


is hard to do on so many levels. I invite you to ruminate over 1 Peter 3:8-17 and ask yourself
where you find yourself in the story.
 
I am not running away from a civil discussion on the plans for a Way Forward for the United
Methodist Church. I believe that we must seriously, prayerfully and honestly address these
very divisive issues. On September 23 after worship and again on the evening of September
26, Matt and I will lead a discussion looking at the plans that have been presented and
sharing some of the possible consequences of what might happen in February. I have also
been informed that there will be a gathering for those who are interested in the One Church
Plan on Monday October 8 at 7 p.m. at St Luke's UMC. This is in addition to the district
opportunities that we shared in the September newsletter.
 
I am happy to sit down and listen to your hopes and concerns as this process works its way
through our general church. Feel free to email me to set up an appointment or give the
office a call. But I do hope that you will come out, later this month, and share your story of
where you are in this important discussion.
 
Hope to see you Sunday, and I pray that we can all get some insight and tools in helping us
to communicate in a civil fashion with each other.

Peace, 
Steve
 
Prayer: Gracious God, as I finished writing this morning I heard the news of another violent
tragedy, this time just down the road in Cincinnati. I am perplexed and tired of our
unwillingness to talk about the violence in our society without us shifting it to blaming THEM.
Help heal our battered and bruised hearts, not to lash out in further violence or blame, but
to work together to seek solutions that help heal all of your children. Precious lord, give me
eyes to see, ears that will really hear and a heart that is softened to those I disagree with.
Teach me how to live in your community, with all your children, not just those that I like and
agree with me. Teach me and allow the better angels of my frail nature to come forth. This I
pray in the name of the One who brings us all together, Jesus. Amen.

Coming Ev entsComing Ev ents

Fall Kick-Off - Sunday, Sept ember 9Fall Kick-Off - Sunday, Sept ember 9
A Full Day of Fun and Festiv ity!

Celebrate Children's Ministries during
10:30 a.m. worship
Lunch catered by Byrne's Pizza

Lunch is free, donations accepted.
Please bring a dessert to share OR take advantage of the Ice
Cream Truck that will be on site. (Prices range from $1-$3. NOTE:
the Ice Cream Truck will not be here if it rains and we move
inside.)

Enjoy the Butler Marching Band
Participate in the Cake walk (Consider donating a cake or dessert
for this always fun event!)
Bounce Houses and Balloon Twister for the kids!
Learn how you can get involved with Trunk or treat, supporting
Youth and Butler University students, the Thanksgiv ing Dinner, and
Advent, with a drawing for prizes for v isiting the different stations.
(See below for details.)

Because the weather looks to be wet all weekend, contingency plans
are in place to move things inside. We'll enjoy lunch in the Fellowship Hall,
the Cake Walk in the Welcome Center and the information stations



around the balcony - with the same drawing for prizes. So be sure to
come to worship and then stay for the fun!

CA KES NEEDED FOR T HE CA KE WA LK!CA KES NEEDED FOR T HE CA KE WA LK!
Hey al l  you bakers out  there!Hey al l  you bakers out  there!

One of the more anticipated activities that has
become an annual tradition is a Cake Walk. Who
enjoys it more - The kids? The Butler Band students?
Or the families that get to enjoy the delicious
desserts won by the children?

But it isn't a Cake Walk without cakes!  Please
consider donating a cake (or any dessert that you like to bake!  Contact Mary Sue
McAlister at the church office, 317-253-3237 or mmcalister@meridianstreet.org if you
can donate something for this event. Thank you!

Be sure t o get  your Fall Kick-off PassportBe sure t o get  your Fall Kick-off Passport
Your passport  to  be entered into aYour passport  to  be entered into a
draw ing for great  pri zes!draw ing for great  pri zes!

During Fall Kick-off on Sunday, be sure to
pick up your "Passport!"  Visit the various
information stations and learn about the
great activities and events in store. 

For each station you visit, engage in
conversation or answer a simple
question, you'll get a stamp on that
section of the passport. 
Then take your passport to the prize
table so you can receive tickets to be
entered into the drawing for great
prizes. 
Get all four sections of the passport
signed and you'll receive five entries!  
Drawings will be held at 12:30 p.m.
and you must be present to win!
Prizes courtesy of the merchants at
56th St. and Illinois and Lifetouch
Photography

Kid's Ink: Book and $5 gift certificate
56th St. Food Emporium - Beautifully decorated cake
Byrne's Pizza - $25 gift cards
Starbuck's Coffee - gift card
Lifetouch Photography (photographer of upcoming our photo
directory) $100 gift certificate 
Petite G Jewelers - $250 gift certificate

mailto:mmcalister@meridianstreet.org


Gat hering of MenGat hering of Men
Reflecting and Dreaming

Join us on Saturday, September 8, from 8:15 - 10
a.m. for conversations about our personal and our
congregational faith journeys, our legacies and our
dreams as we begin to plan the celebration of the
200th anniversary of our congregation. More details
to come. Please rsvp to Bob Greising at
rgreising@kdkegal.com. Hope to see you then!

Following the meeting, we have been asked to assist with set-up for the Fall Kick-
off the next day. Please consider staying an extra 30-45 minutes after the meeting
for a service opportunity that will help make the next day go smoother. We'll be
setting up the white tents and tables and chairs. If enough are able to assist, it
shouldn't take very long. Thank you!

SEPT EMBER!SEPT EMBER!
There's som ething for ev eryone com ing up at  Meridian St reet !There's som ething for ev eryone com ing up at  Meridian St reet !

CONFIRMATION Begins  S ept ember  9  Begins  S ept ember  9  Students in 6th grade and
above will have the opportunity to learn more about
the Church and affirm their baptism. Contact Rick
Belbutoski for more information and to register.

   
RE:CONFIRM Begins  S ept ember  9  Begins  S ept ember  9  Adults will have the

opportunity to discuss the same topics and themes of
the Confirmation lessons as a way to recall their own
confirmation experience. Contact Pastor Matt.

   
NEW DISCIPLE BIBLE
STUDY

S undays  at  6  p.m. beginning S ept ember  16 S undays  at  6  p.m. beginning S ept ember  16 A 34
week study of the bible that offers the opportunity to
read basically the entire bible in a year and also
prov ides insights and opportunities to apply to
everyday life. Steve will be at a table in the Welcome
Center during Fall Kick-off on Sunday. See him to pick
up your book and for any questions you might have.

   
FINANCIAL PEACE
UNIVERSITY

Begins  S ept ember  11 for  9  weeks  Begins  S ept ember  11 for  9  weeks  Learn the tools
and techniques to succeed financially. For more
information contact the church office or to register go
to fpu.com/1067034. Scholarships and childcare are
available.

Serv ing our Community and the WorldServ ing our Community and the World

Opport unit y t o Support  JA G - Jobs for A merica's Graduat esOpport unit y t o Support  JA G - Jobs for A merica's Graduat es

We are JAG (Jobs for America's Graduates) is a program that serves juniors and seniors in
high school. JAG is trying to send students to the National Student Leadership Academy
(NSLA) in Washington DC. NSLA is jam packed with competitions, leadership workshops,
keynote speakers, networking with students from all over the US, and touring our nation's
capital.

Julie Flint, a member of Meridian Street is involved with the JAG group at Decatur Central
High School. There are 8 JAG students from DCHS hoping to attend the leadership

mailto:rgreising@kdkegal.com
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accademy. All of the students have worked extremely
hard in JAG by participating in various acativitiesm
being class motivators, and serving the Decatur
Township community through service projects. To
participate in JAG students have to have 3 or more
barriers to graduation and success after high school.
Some of these barriers are:

Single parent household
Chronic unemployment or underemployment of
parents
Parent(s) incarcerated
Have a physical, mental/emotional, or learning
disability
Been a part of the foster care system
Pregnant or parenting
Homeless/ Runaway

Very few JAG students have had the opportunity to
travel or attend professional events before so this is an amazing opportunity to reward them
for all their work! While many JAG students will not have perfect attendance or straight As
they are resilient, dedicated, and always improving. Many JAG students work full time while
attending high school to assist with household expenses. These are the students who are
passed over for traditional leadership opportunities in high school, but are given a chance to
shine in JAG. 

We are a 501c3 nonprofit and can provide documentation for tax purposes. If you can donate,
please visit the GoFundMe page created by Julie. Thank you for your support.

Family and Neighborhood MinistriesFamily and Neighborhood Ministries

Ment or a St udent  at  School 43 or MLK Cent erMent or a St udent  at  School 43 or MLK Cent er

School is back in session and there are kids that could benefit from our attention
and support. Would you be interested in getting to know a student at School 43? 

The school has seen the difference this attention makes in the lives of their students.
If you can spend an hour a week - or even 45 minutes of one lunch break each
week - during the weekday, you can spend life-changing time with a child at
School 43, or if you have evening availability you could tutor at the MLK Center's
after school program. 

Students from school 43 are transported to the MLK Center after school and arrive
by 4:20 p.m. and volunteers are needed from 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. Monday-Friday.  The
reading program is from 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday. If you
want to sign up or want more information, contact Bethany Scott at
bscott@meridianstreet.org.

Fun Communit y Volunt eer Opport unit y at  t he Rocky RippleFun Communit y Volunt eer Opport unit y at  t he Rocky Ripple
Fest ival - Sat urday, Sept ember 22Fest ival - Sat urday, Sept ember 22

As a church we want to be present and active in our community, and the

upcoming Rocky Ripple Festival on September 22 is a great and fun way to do

that! Volunteers are needed in the children's area, which includes kids' crafts, sand

court, bubble station, playground, kids stage with participatory events like yoga

and demonstrations, plus dwarf goat babies and an open drum circle.  The festival

is from 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. and volunteers are requested in two-hour shifts. Please
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contact Bethany at bscott@meridianstreet.org if you're interested. Thanks!

Youth NewsYouth News

Fall Y out h Ret reat  - Sept ember 21-22Fall Y out h Ret reat  - Sept ember 21-22

The youth have been invited to go enjoy a
visit to Lake Maxinkuckee, in Culver, IN! A
member of the congregation has generously
welcomed us to use the property they own.
We will be leaving from Meridian Street at
5:30 p.m. September 21 and return the
evening of Saturday September 22. Students
will continue to develop friendships, share
Biblical conversation, and have a lot of fun!
We'll be out on the lake if weather permits.
 
There will be a $25 cost for each youth to attend. 
 
Please complete registration by September 16 and turn payment into the Church
office. Checks can be made out to Meridian Street UMC. 

And in other news....And in other news....

Blood Drive Scheduled for Sept ember 16 - Cancelled!Blood Drive Scheduled for Sept ember 16 - Cancelled!

Unfortunately, the blood drive scheduled for September 16 had to be cancelled
due to lack of available and required Blood Center staff. They were very sorry for
any inconvenience this caused. We have tentatively scheduled another blood
drive for October - so be on the lookout!

New Member's Lunch, Sept ember 30New Member's Lunch, Sept ember 30

If you are interested in learning more about the ministries of Meridian Street and
more about what it means to be a member, please join Pastors Steve and Matt for
lunch on Sunday, September 30 at 11:45 a.m. During lunch you'll have the chance
to meet the staff, learn more about our vision for the future, and find out about
membership Sunday, which will be held on Sunday, Oct 21.
 
To register for lunch, please contact Mary Sue McAlister in the Church Office at
mmcalister@meridianstreet.org or by calling 317-253-3237.

Sept ember Meridian MessengerSept ember Meridian Messenger

Here is a link to the Septem ber MessengerSeptem ber Messenger .  .  Take a few minutes to read about all
the wonderful things happening in the life of our congregation!

mailto:bscott@meridianstreet.org
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Coffee A nyone?Coffee A nyone?

The next date for Pastor Matt's Coffee House Office
Hours is Tuesday, October 2 from 8 a.m. to 9:30
a.m. at the Illinois Street Food Emporium. Join him
for a cup of coffee (or tea and pastries) and share
what's going on in your life, about the church, or
anything in general. 

The office hours will continue on the first Tuesday of each month (November 6 and
December 4). If you would like to schedule another time to meet with Pastor Matt,
he is happy to meet with you. Feel free to email him at mlandry@meridianstreet.org
to set up a time.

Because We CareBecause We Care

Our Joys and ConcernsOur Joys and Concerns

New Prayer Requests:

Jim  Baker,  and Dan and Debby Fai r leyJim  Baker,  and Dan and Debby Fai r ley, as they move Kitty Baker to
assisted living. Please pray for a smooth transition for Kitty, for peace and
comfort for Jim, Dan and Debby.
Dav id Geesl inDav id Geesl in , Phyllis Geeslin's son, broke his leg and ankle and is most
likely going to have surgery to repair
Luci ta Hanl inLuci ta Hanl in  is at Community North Hospital
Sarah Huffm anSarah Huffm an broke her foot a few weeks ago; the foot has not healed
and has gotten worse.
Liberty Reed,Liberty Reed,  Justin Reed's mother, who is recovering from an injured knee
and may be facing surgery
Benjam in Matthew  RuddyBenjam in Matthew  Ruddy, infant son of Anne and Chris Ruddy, and great
nephew of Bob and Midge Greising, who is awaiting a heart transplant
Natal ie Lynore ShefflerNatal ie Lynore Sheffler , newborn daughter of Elizabeth and Jeff Sheffler
and great niece of Bob and Midge Greising, who is recovering from heart
surgery on September 4

Joys:

Jul ie Fl int  Jul ie Fl int  and family are celebrating the engagement of her sister, Jordan
Brandt to Nathan Atkins
We welcome Pro ject  Transform at ionPro ject  Transform at ion  as the move into their new office
here at Meridian Street. We're glad to be able to extend our partnership with
this great organization.
A warm welcome to guests planning to attend on Sunday from the
Meridian St reet  Sport sMeridian St reet  Sport s  program and from Chi ldren's Day InChi ldren's Day In . We're glad
you'll be with us!

This Week's CalendarThis Week's Calendar

 
THIS WEEK THIS WEEK AT MERIDIAN STREETAT MERIDIAN STREET

   
Sunday,  Septem ber 09,  2018Sunday,  Septem ber 09,  2018

8:45 AM Celebration Bells Rm 301
9:00 AM Coffee and donuts Welc. Ctr.
9:00 AM Nursery for birth - age 3 Rm 103
9:00 AM Truth Seekers Class Conf. Rm.

mailto:mlandry@meridianstreet.org


9:15 AM Confirmation Rm 308
9:15 AM RE:Confirm Parlor
9:15 AM Worship Chapel
9:30 AM Gospel Ringers Rm 301
10:30 AM 2nd and 3rd grades Rm 305
10:30 AM 4th and 5th Grade Rm 302
10:30 AM Kindergarten - grade 1 Rm 104
10:30 AM Middle School and High School

Youth
Rm 308

10:30 AM Preschool Rm 102
10:30 AM Worship Sanctuary
12:40 PM Chancel Bells Rm 301

Monday,  Septem ber 10,  2018Monday,  Septem ber 10,  2018
10:00 AM Bible Study Welc. Ctr
7:00 PM Trustees Conf. RM.

Tuesday,  Septem ber 11,  2018Tuesday,  Septem ber 11,  2018
6:00 PM Financial Peace University  
7:00 PM Indianapolis Knitting Guild 2nd Fl Mtng Rm
7:00 PM Meridian Street Foundation Library (N)

Wednesday,  Septem ber 12,  2018Wednesday,  Septem ber 12,  2018
7:30 AM Morning @ Meridian Chapel
6:30 PM Adult Study Group 2nd Fl. Mtng. Rm.
7:15 PM Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary

Thursday,  Septem ber 13,  2018Thursday,  Septem ber 13,  2018
9:00 AM Family Promise Program Conf. Rm.

Friday,  Septem ber 14,  2018Friday,  Septem ber 14,  2018
9:30 AM Circle 6 2nd Fl Mtng Rm
5:00 PM Sheetz/Lesch Rehearsal Sanctuary

Saturday,  Septem ber 15,  2018Saturday,  Septem ber 15,  2018
4:30 PM Sheetz/Lesch Wedding Sanctuary  

     
IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES

September 30 Serve at Soup's On at Roberts Park
September 30 New Member Information Lunch
October 2-6, 23-27 Pictorial Directory Photo Sessions
October 28 Trunk or Treat

October 28-31
Mission Trip to Midwest Distribution
Center,

October 29 Raina Wood Organ Recital

Daily ReadingsDaily Readings

Daily Script ure ReadingsDaily Script ure Readings

Septem ber 9Septem ber 9
Isaiah 3:1-5:30
2 Corinthians 11:1-15
Psalm 53:1-6
Proverbs 22:28-29
  
Septem ber 10Septem ber 10
Isaiah 6:1-7:25
2 Corinthians 11:16-33
Psalm 54:1-7
Proverbs 23:1-3
  
Septem ber 11Septem ber 11



Isaiah 8:1-9:21
2 Corinthians 12:1-10
Psalm 55:1-23
Proverbs 23:4-5
  
Septem ber 12Septem ber 12
Isaiah 8:1-9:21
2 Corinthians 12:1-10
Psalm 55:1-23
Proverbs 23:4-5
  
Septem ber 13Septem ber 13
Isaiah 12:1-14:32
2 Corinthians 13:1-13
Psalm 57:1-11
Proverbs 23:9-11
  
Septem ber 14Septem ber 14
Isaiah 15:1-18:7
Galatians 1:1-24
Psalm 58:1-11
Proverbs 23:12
  
Septem ber 15Septem ber 15
Isaiah 19:1-21:17
Galatians 2:1-16
Psalm 59:1-17
Proverbs 23:13-14
  
Septem ber 16Septem ber 16
Isaiah 22:1-24:23
Galatians 2:17-3:9
Psalm 60:1-12
Proverbs 23:15-16

Forward t hi s  emai lForward t hi s  emai l STAY CONNECTED         
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