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From The Desk of Pastor Steve 
Since the start of the New Year, Matt and I have been working through some of the major themes of the Hebrew Bible 

with the goal of helping put Jesus into a new perspective.  Jesus was a Jew, the Hebrew Scriptures (what we call the Old 

Testament) would have been his Bible.  Understanding the meta themes for Jewish persons is imperative if we want to 

understand the context of who Jesus was. 

 

We began this journey by looking at how God is the Creator of all things.  God brought light and life into this world.  We 

may look at this a little differently today (talk about a big bang or some other cosmic event) but for 1st century Jews – 

God was the creator and they created stories to put this incomprehensible event into words. 

 

The second theme is Sin.  We don’t like talking about sin, but the notion of sin is a major theme for the ancient Jewish 

world.  Sin is anything that separates us from God, and for the Jewish people, the only remedy for sin was sacrifice.  The 

books of the Torah are filled with examples of how one restores a relationship with God that was fractured due to sin.  

There are 613 laws outlined in the Hebrew Scriptures to help the people maintain a proper relationship with God. 

 

We then looked at Covenant which is of major importance for us to understand if we are to begin to grasp Jesus.  

Covenant for a Jew in the first century was a promise for a future.  It was the way that the Jewish people could 

understand that God’s steadfast love endures forever.  By the time of Jesus, a future did not seem bright or even possible; 

so, hanging on to God’s promise became a key focal point. 

 

We close out this part of the series by looking to the most important experience in the life of ancient Judaism: The Exodus.  

The Jewish people found themselves slaves in Egypt and sometime around the year 1250 BCE, God lead the people 

from captivity and into their own land – a land they understood to flow with milk and honey.  The Exodus is THE proof of 

God’s unending love for Israel and throughout the bible we are called to remember.  Our communion service is taken 

from the Jewish Passover meal in which the mighty acts of God are recalled, and God’s divine protection is celebrated. 

 

We will continue looking at the major themes that help shape Jesus and 1st Century Judaism.  We will look at David, the 

king after God’s own heart and the promise that God made to David and his family.  For me, the most interesting part 

of the Hebrew Bible is the section we call the Prophets.  They were the ones who, while not predicting the future, called 

the people back into a right relationship with God.  In my opinion we need to immerse ourselves in the prophets because 

they speak clearly to us today.  Finally, we will conclude by looking at that other major event in the life of ancient Israel, 

the destruction of the temple and the Exile of the Jews that took place in 622/621 BCE. 

 

I have said this over and over (and I will continue to say it) we cannot understand and really know Jesus until we 

understand the world into which he was born and the worldview that was dominate at that time.  The Hebrew Bible 

framed Jesus’ life; he was a Jew who sought to help others build a closer relationship with God. 

 

Bring a friend with you on Sunday morning as we continue to learn and fall in love with Jesus.  ~ Pastor Steve 
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Honoring Jim Bushfield 
In 1995, James Bushfield was appointed as an Associate Pastor here at Meridian Street.  Jim 

served in that position for seven years before leaving to become the District Superintendent 

of the Columbus District.  Jim then served on conference staff until 2017 and for the past 2 

years has served as District Superintendent of the Central District.  Jim and Debbie will be 

retiring from active ministry and moving to Florida in July. 

 

On Sunday, February 10, Jim will be returning to Meridian Street to preach and we will 

celebrate his ministry and retirement.  Following the 10:30 a.m. service we will have a 

reception in the parlor honoring Jim and Debbie and their ministry to Meridian Street and the 

Indiana Conference of the United Methodist Church. 

 

Be sure to join us on this special Sunday and encourage any former members who are in the 

area who remember Jim and Debbie and their ministry here at Meridian Street to join you in 

worship.  

 

If you would like to send a card or note to the Bushfields, we’ll have a basket available to collect envelopes during the 

reception. If you are unable to attend, drop your envelope off at the church office and we’ll be sure it is delivered. 

 

 

Special Session of the General Conference 
February 23-26, the Special Session of the General Conference of the United Methodist Church will be meeting in St. Louis 

to discuss the proposals that were generated by the Commission on a Way Forward.  Steve and Matt lead some listening 

sessions last fall, and we have tried to create opportunities for you to engage in what is taking place by sharing 

information.  Next Wednesday, January 30, Pastor Steve will begin a four-week Bible Study that is looking at the issue from 

a biblical and theological point of view (See details on page 5).  We know that we have a multitude of opinions on what 

is best for the church to help it move forward in a united fashion.  While we do not have a vote at the general conference 

you can engage by writing our delegates and certainly by keeping the process in your prayers.  More information about 

the process can be found at: https://www.inumc.org/newsroom/a-way-forward/general-conference-2019/ .  A list of 

the delegates can be found on that page, but you can write all the delegates from Indiana and share your thoughts at: 

2019gcdelegation@inumc.org.  

 

 

Reverse Advent Calendar Food Pantry Donations 
During Advent, Pastor Steve challenged us to complete the Reverse Advent Calendar. 

Instead of receiving something each day when opening the date, a food item was placed in 

a box each day. At the end of the “calendar”, the boxes were brought to the church to be 

donated to food pantries. And the people of Meridian Street did as they were told!  2000 

pounds of food was delivered to Fletcher Place – so much that they ran out of room!  Bob and 

Heather Barr, who coordinate our Food Pantry Ministry, turned to St. Vincent de Paul’s food 

pantry and 1000 additional pounds were delivered there. One more load will be delivered to 

Fletcher Place when they have room. The picture on the left is only a small fraction of what 

was donated. Thank you! 
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February Mission Focus – Soup’s On at Roberts Park 

Warm Meals and Warm-Hearted Hospitality 

Did you know that Soup’s On at Roberts Park has prepared and served nearly 200,000 meals to 

neighbors in need? Every Sunday, approximately 250 guests come to eat and spend time 

together enjoying a safe and comfortable dining environment. During this season where snow 

is on the ground and the temperatures are cold, the thought of a warm meal in a comfortable 

environment is not only appealing, but it can be 

lifesaving.  

 

“Fixing a meal for people who are hungry, need 

companionship and sometimes just a warm place for 

a couple of hours takes so little time out of my busy life and helps me to think 

of others,” said a Soup’s On volunteer. Meridian Street has been a strong 

supporter of this great ministry for many years. Not only do we prepare and 

serve meals during the year, we also financially support the ministry through 

our Church & Community Budget that goes to our local mission partners 

around the city of Indianapolis.  

 

You can be a part of this great ministry too! We will be serving again on 

Sunday, February 17. Click on the link to sign up today! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044ba4ac2ea1fe3-soups9 Questions? 

Please contact Pastor Matt at mlandry@meridianstreet.org to find out more. 

Future service dates with Soup’s On are April 28 (Serve Indy Sunday), and 

September 29. 

 

 

 

Celebrating the Martin Luther King Community Center 
On Friday, January 11, Meridian Street hosted the Martin 

Luther King Community Center Founders Breakfast for 

the third year. This event is the largest fundraising event 

the Center offers each year. Not only does Meridian 

Street provide the space, we also provide the food for 

the event and we had a dozen members of Meridian 

Street volunteer their time to serve food, open doors, 

and welcome guests. Many people who attended the 

breakfast said they felt warmly welcomed.  

 

This year the breakfast welcomed Mayor Joe Hogsett 

who shared about the success of the Martin Luther King 

Community Center. A few of the students who attend 

the after-school program talked about their 

experience. It was powerful to hear the students share. 

Overall, it was a wonderful event with nearly 200 in 

attendance. Thank you again to everyone who came 

to serve and support the great work of the MLK Community Center. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044ba4ac2ea1fe3-soups9
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New Ministry Partner: Boulevard Place Food Pantry 
We are pleased to be partnering with the Boulevard Place Food Pantry on the corner of Boulevard Place and 42nd St. in 

our Butler Tarkington Neighborhood. The food pantry is an affiliate of St Vincent de Paul and was established in 1982 on 

the property of St Thomas Aquinas Catholic 

Church. In August of 2012 it moved to its 

current location at 4202 N. Boulevard Place.  

 

In an effort to make a difference with our 

historic ministry partners around the city and 

our local neighborhood, we have begun 

donating food to the Boulevard Place Food 

Pantry. They are so excited to welcome our congregation as a sponsor. We have donated over 1,000 lbs. of food so far 

with more to come this year.  

 

Cindy Brown, the Pantry Director, shared, “I want to offer my thanks to your congregation for the generous donation. 

With your donation we can give so much more to the families who shop at our pantry for more than just the basics. We 

serve over 820 households each month. It takes a lot of support and effort to meet our goal of providing emergency 

food to people in need in our community. Your donation is an important part of our success.”  

 

We will continue our historic partnership with the Fletcher Place Food Pantry on the southeast side of downtown, while 

also embracing this local food pantry in our neighborhood. Food can be donated year around in the large grey bins in 

the Welcome Center. We will give part of the food donations to Fletcher Place and the other to Boulevard Place. 

Boulevard Place also has opportunities to volunteer throughout the week. Please contact Pastor Matt about donating 

or serving at either of our food pantry partners.  

 

 

New Small Groups Flourishing 

In the fall of 2018, we saw the formation of three new small groups that started meeting together. The groups include 

young adults, young families, and adults. The young adult group will begin a study series on spiritual practices and prayer. 

The young families group began a new curriculum called “Parenting Through the Phrases.” The adult group began a 

study by Max Lucado titled, “Grace: More Than We Deserve, Greater Than We Imagine.” It is exciting to see 

congregation members coming together to build relationships, grow spiritually, and simply enjoy getting to know one 

another.  

 

Meridian Street currently has 15 small groups meeting nearly every month. Many of them meet in people’s homes, others 

meet at local restaurants, and still others meet at the church. Wherever our small groups meet, you will find great 

conversation, usually good food, and community being created. If would like to learn more about our small group 

ministry, please contact Pastor Matt, mlandry@meridianstreet.org. 

 

 

Lenten Bible Study 
2019 is the year to fall in love – in love with Jesus!  

 

Plan now to participate in the Lenten Bible Study based on the book of John.  We will be using Adam Hamilton’s book: 

John: The Gospel of Light and Life.  The class will be held on Wednesday evenings 6 p.m. starting March 13.  Books will 

be available for purchase in the church office and childcare is available if needed. Please contact Bethany Scott if you 

need childcare. 

mailto:mlandry@meridianstreet.org
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Needed: Sound System Operators 
There is a need for additional volunteers to operate our sound system in the Sanctuary. The more people we have on 

the team, the easier it will be to meet the needs of our congregation and of the community. This is a great way to serve 

the church in a “behind the scenes” capacity. Training will be provided. The basic expectations are: 

• Willing to serve during 10:30 a.m. worship on a rotating basis each month 

• Must be of High School age or older 

• Be on call for weddings, funerals, or special services/meetings as needed  

• No previous experience is necessary, just a willingness to learn and serve 

The first training session will be in the Sanctuary on Sunday, March 3 following 10:30 a.m. worship. If you are interested or 

have questions, please contact Pastor Steve or Peggy Marshall at pmarshall@meridianstreet.org. 

 

 

Chili Cook-off to Benefit Missions  
Plan to attend the Chili Cook-off on Sunday, February 3!  By the time we’re finished, someone 

will be crowned Meridian Street’s Best Chili Cook AND we’ll make a big contribution to the 

mission trip fund!  

 

Everyone is invited to enter their chili in the cook-off. If you would like to enter, please contact 

Mary Sue in the church office by Wednesday, January 30 to allow time for set-up planning. 

Cooks should plan to bring a crock-pot full of their best chili to the Fellowship Hall the morning 

of February 3.  

 

Following 10:30 a.m. worship on February 3, all are invited to the fellowship hall to begin the festivities. Tickets will be 

available to purchase, and as you stroll around tasting chili, you’ll drop tickets in the basket in front of your favorite ch ili. 

Whoever’s chili has the most tickets at the end will be the winner!  Attend as either a cook or a taster – but what a great 

time for all. You can have lunch with your church family, vote for the best chili, donate to the mission trips being planned, 

and still make it to any Super Bowl parties you may be attending!  

 

 

Short Term Bible Study Around Upcoming General Conference  
Last fall Matt and Steve held some listening sessions regarding the upcoming General Conference of the United 

Methodist Church. Because of those conversations the request was made for a more theological/biblical discussion 

regarding the issue before the general conference. Beginning on Wednesday January 30, Steve will lead a 4-week study. 

The sessions will be a chance to try to dig deeper into the issues that have brought the United Methodist Church to this 

precipice. You are invited to join Steve on January 30 and the following three Wednesdays to seek to understand: 

 

1. What is the Bible and how do I read and understand it? 

2. Is the Bible the authoritative/literal word of God? 

3. What difference does it make in how I answer that question? 

4. What is Sin? 

5. What Sins are disqualifying for leadership in the church? 

6. Are we losing the center of our faith? 

7. Is there a way forward for the denomination, Meridian Street, and me? 

 

Class will be held from 6 - 7 p.m. in the Parlor. Child care is available if needed. Please contact Bethany Scott by Monday, 

January 28 to let her know you need childcare. For more information, contact Pastor Steve. 

(sconger@meridianstreet.org). 

mailto:pmarshall@meridianstreet.org
sconger@meridianstreet.org
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

January 30 Start of 4-week study around upcoming General 

Conference 

February 3 Chili Cook-off 

February 9 Pacers Faith and Family Night  

February 17 Serve at Soup’s On at Roberts Park 

February 23 Youth Lock-in 

LOOKING AHEAD 

March 13 Start of Lenten Book Study 

April 20 Breakfast with the Bunny 

April 21 Easter Sunday 

April 28 Serve Indy 

 

Learn about these and other programs at meridianstreet.org 
 


