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From The Desk of Pastor Steve 
There is definitely a different mood in the air as we begin Lent this year.  But in spite of everything that is whirling around 

our world and denomination, God is still God, and we are once again invited to walk with Jesus toward Jerusalem. 

 

To make our journey more meaningful, Matt and I will be preaching on themes from the Gospel 

of John and leading a Bible Study on John on Wednesday evenings.  The Gospel tradition of 

Jesus according to John is a fascinating book, it is so different from the other three Gospel 

traditions.   

 

Richard Rohr makes the case that the three synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) share 

the earthy Jesus; while John shares the universal Christ.  When reading all four Gospels it is easy 

to understand why he would say that.  Jesus is very “human” in the synoptic Gospels, while even 

from the first words John is telling us something very different.  The prologue to the Gospel are 

some of the most powerful words in scripture and remind us that that the logos has been present 

since the beginning of time. 

 

I know that not everyone can join us on Wednesday evenings as we work our way through these powerful words, but 

we can experience this Gospel together.  I invite you to read through the entire book of John during lent.  Our sermons 

will follow this pattern as we try to share with you John’s understanding of Jesus as Christ. 

 

Read prior to Sunday March 10 John 1 

Read prior to Sunday March 17 John 2-5 

Read prior to Sunday March 24 John 6-11 

Read prior to Sunday April 7 John 12-17 

Read prior to Sunday April 14 John 18-19 

Read prior to Sunday April 21 John 20-21 

 

You will never need to read more than one chapter a day (most days only half a chapter) but by the time we travel 

together to Easter we will have experienced the story in a whole new way. 

 

Lent is a wonderful time in which we are invited to join the tradition of preparation for Easter.  In order to prepare, we are 

called to a season of self-examination and repentance.  Traditionally in the church we would do this through prayer, 

fasting, self-denial and reading and reflecting on the scriptures. 

 

Join me, as we journey with Jesus to Jerusalem by examining our own relationships with Jesus and the world. 

 

  ~ Pastor Steve 

 

file://///msumc-dc/users$/MarySueM/Messenger%20Working%20Folder/December%202017/meridianstreet.org


 

2 
 

Retired Bishop Michael Coyner's reflections on General Conference 
Bishop Coyner was invited by UM News Service to write a reflection on the 2019 General Conference.  

“What’s Next for our United Methodist Church?”  By Michael J. Coyner, retired UMC Bishop 

 

Without overlooking the obvious pain and divisions that have arisen from the 

2019 General Conference, it may be time to look ahead and to ask “What is 

next for our United Methodist Church?” We only have a little over a year until 

the regular General Conference in 2020, and in fact elections of delegates to 

that General Conference will happen this spring in our various Annual 

Conferences. I am no prophet in the sense of foreseeing the future, but some 

trends seem to raise obvious questions for us to consider: 

 

1. The results of the 2019 Session were rather predictable since the delegates 

were mostly the very same delegates who served the 2016 General 

Conference. When the Judicial Council finishes reviewing the constitutionality 

of the Traditional Plan which passed, it is likely that the results will be that the ”status quo” remains. While I understand 

that many hoped for different results in 2019, the reality is that only by electing different delegates will there be 

different results. So, will the delegations in 2020 consist of younger persons or persons more open to change? Or will 

Annual Conferences continue to elect the same persons who have served in the past? 

2. The trend toward changing and modifying our denomination’s policies about same-gender weddings and 

ordination of LGBTQ persons is moving slowly but dramatically. In 1992 the General Conference considered the report 

of a commission it had established in 1988 to study the issue of homosexuality, and it rejected proposals for change 

by a vote of 710-238. That vote occurred at a time when the number of delegates from outside the United States 

was small. So the votes in 2019 of only 55% to retain our traditional language show a dramatic increase in the number 

of delegates who want to change or modify our stance - especially among US delegates. Some have estimated 

that about 2/3 of US delegates voted to modify our policies, and it was only the increasing number of delegates from 

outside the US which held the line on our traditional positions. So we will likely see two diverging trends: more 

delegates from outside of the US voting for traditional policies and more delegates from within the US voting for 

change. Which trend will prevail?  

3. Approaching the 2019 General Conference we saw for the first time that “centrists” organized to try to influence 

voting. For the past 30 years or so it has only been those on the “left” and the “right” who have organized into caucus 

groups and tried to influence voting. Will the “center” of our UMC continue to organize in the future? Since most of 

that group supported the One Church Plan, will they bring forth similar plans to the 2020 General Conference? 

4. Although the results and proposals of the Commission on the Way Forward were not approved by the 2019 General 

Conference, our UMC has a history of voting “no” to many new ideas the first time, but then later adopting them. 

Will that prove to be the case with some or all of the proposals from the Commission? 

5. Many have observed that the 2019 General Conference continued and even accelerated the lack of decorum, 

spreading of gossip and rumors, and uncivil behavior that has plagued recent General Conferences. Will that kind 

of behavior continue in 2020 and beyond, or have enough people been embarrassed by that kind of behavior (and 

the attention it gained in the national media) to move toward a more civil style of interaction in the future? 

6. Will our United Methodist Church look for ways to organize itself to be a global church in the midst of a “flat” world? 

We are still trying to make our hierarchical and colonial structures from previous centuries work for us in a new world 

where most people (especially most younger people) demand immediate access and direct involvement in ministry 

and mission. Bishop Robert Schnase has described our current system as the “up and over” model of giving our 

money to a general church structure which then distributes our money for us. Many Annual Conferences and many 

local churches have found ways to establish their own partnerships for ministry and mission directly (in a “flat” way) 

which does not require our complicated general church structures. Will our UMC find ways to adapt to that growing 

trend? 
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7. Given how the speeches and statements at the 2019 General Conference reflected very different understandings 

of Scripture, will our UMC be able to bring some consensus to those understandings? One way to frame the difference 

is that many United Methodists view the Bible as the Word of God while many other United Methodists view Jesus 

Christ as the Word of God whom the Bible reveals. The former viewpoint tends toward idolatry of the Bible, while the 

latter tends toward relativism. Will our UMC find ways to bring those viewpoints together into a new consensus which 

honors Scripture by opening the Church to the movement of the Spirit? 

8. A family systems therapist would likely diagnose our current preoccupation with the issue of homosexuality by saying 

we have made LGBTQ persons into our “identified patient” as a way of avoiding other issues like heterosexual abuse, 

polygamy, child neglect, racism, sexism, etc. Would hearing that diagnosis lead our UMC to have a healthy discussion 

of those larger and deeper issues? Would that discussion be a movement toward health? 

9. Will the finances of our general church remain strong? In spite of the divisions and disruptions of recent years the 

giving of general church apportionments has remained quite strong, but will we now see a reduction of support? 

Apparently the GCFA (General Council on Finance and Administration) foresees problems because they are 

proposing a large reduction in the budget for the next quadrennium. Will that prove to be correct or just a self-fulfilling 

prophecy? 

10. We all have mistyped “United” as “Untied” and that typo is the real question for our future. Will the UMC continue to 

be united or will it unravel? In order to remain united will we have to focus upon freedom within relationships, rather 

than uniformity within a Book of Discipline? Can we find ways to exhibit the biblical concept of the “unity of the Spirit 

within the bonds of peace” or will we remain stuck in the conflicts of a political convention model like the 2019 

General Conference? 

 

What is next for our United Methodist Church? 

 

 

Hosting Interfaith Hospitality Network Families again in April! 
We are so thankful for all of our volunteers who serve the wonderful families who 

are in the IHN program. Every few months, we host three to four families who are 

experiencing homelessness.  Every time we host, we have wonderful meals, 

provide warm hospitality, and a safe and loving space for the families to play, rest, and sleep.  

 

You can be a part of this great ministry again in April. Be a part of Family Promise/Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) the 

week of April 7, 2019 as we welcome 14 homeless children and their caregivers into our church home at Meridian Street. 

During the day, the children attend school while the adults are working or searching for jobs and housing, applying for 

child care vouchers, and perhaps completing classes with the assistance of the case manager and staff at the Day 

Center.   

 

Coordinators:  Sheila Akinleye, Ginny Stauffer and Emily Webber.  To sign up for a specific role, click on this link:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044ba4ac2ea1fe3-family6 

 

 

VBS Registration Now Open 
This year’s VBS theme is To Mars and Beyond!  Dates are June 24-28 for kindergarten-5th grade 

and June 25-27 for pre- Kindergarten. Both groups meet in the morning from 9 a.m. to Noon. 

For more details and to register go to meridianstreet.org/vbs.  Get ready for space adventures 

To Mars and Beyond! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044ba4ac2ea1fe3-family6
meridianstreet.org/vbs
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Plans Underway for 4th Annual Serve Indy 
Organizations have been contacted. Projects are being planned. Prayers are continuing. All 

that’s left is you!  

 

On Sunday, April 28, we will be sending the congregation from worship into mission. 

Registration is now open so take a look at where you would like to serve this year. We will 

have opportunities to paint, rake leaves, bake sweets, clean, and many other ways to serve.  

Sign up here: http://signup.com/go/hVqmqyx 

 

If you have questions or would like to be involved in leadership in this service event, please contact Pastor Matt, 

mlandry@meridianstreet.org  

 

 

March Mission Focus – Food Pantry Partners 
During the month of March, we are highlighting our food pantry partners in two locations around the city of Indianapolis. 

Our newest partner is the Boulevard Place Food Pantry on the corner of Boulevard Place and 42nd Street in our Butler 

Tarkington Neighborhood. The food pantry is an affiliate of St Vincent de Paul and was established in 1982 on the property 

of St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church. In August of 2012 it moved to its current location at 4202 N. Boulevard Place. They 

are one of several projects for our 2019 Serve Indy event coming in April. Our other partner is with our historic partnership, 

the Fletcher Place Food Pantry on the southeast side of downtown.  

 

Food can be donated year around in the large grey bins in the Welcome Center. We will give part of the food donations 

to Fletcher Place and the other to Boulevard Place. Boulevard Place also has opportunities to volunteer throughout the 

week. Please contact Pastor Matt about donating or serving at either of our food pantry partners.  

 

 

Breakfast with the Bunny and Easter Workshop 
Easter Workshop Wednesday, April 10, 5:30-7:30 p.m.  Breakfast with the Bunny Saturday, April 20, 9-11 a.m. 

Lent is beginning, and we want you to have the dates of our family Easter 

events on your calendar. Back by popular demand, we will have our annual 

Breakfast with the Bunny on Saturday morning April 20 from 9-11 a.m. We will 

start with a light breakfast in Fellowship Hall, have pictures with the Easter Bunny 

and some other fun activities, then the egg hunts. Last year we were inside due 

to rain, but we still had a few hundred people from our church and 

neighborhood come! There are several ways the congregation can help us 

reach out to our community with this event: bring in candy or candy-filled eggs, 

help stuff eggs, volunteer to hide eggs, set up for the event, or serve at the 

event (food table, craft table, crowd control). Volunteers of all ages are 

welcome. 

 

Because Easter isn’t really about the bunny and eggs and we want to teach our kids more about Easter, we are adding 

a new event this year. Our Easter workshop, Walk with Jesus, will be Wednesday, April 10, starting with a free dinner at 

5:30 p.m.  Families can take a journey through stations to learn about Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem, the Last Supper, 

Gethsemane, the cross, and the resurrection. Bring your kids or grandkids to hear how Jesus loves us and how we follow 

Jesus. Let Bethany know if you want to volunteer for this event (bscott@meridianstreet.org). 

 

 

http://signup.com/go/hVqmqyx
mailto:mlandry@meridianstreet.org
mailto:bscott@meridianstreet.org
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Indianapolis Arts Chorale Concert 

Concert addresses bullying with Free To Be Me performance and 

community expo 

The singers of the Indianapolis Arts Chorale will raise their voices to 

engage the greater Indianapolis community on the issue of bullying and 

related themes through the choral art form on Sunday, March 17, 2019 at Meridian Street United Methodist Church. 

 

Furthermore, the Indianapolis Arts Chorale will partner with over a half dozen greater Indianapolis area not-for-profits 

whose purposes include giving a voice to those whom they serve. In addition to the host venue Meridian Street United 

Methodist Church, other participating organizations include the Children’s Bureau of Indianapolis, Indianapolis Immigrant 

Welcome Center, Indiana Youth Group, and SAFY of Indianapolis. The Free To Be Me Community Expo will open its doors 

at 2:30 p.m. and run until 4 p.m. The Free to Be Me concert performance will commence at 4 p.m. 

 

Free To Be Me is centered around the musical work Oliver Button is a Sissy, a classic 1979 children’s book written and 

illustrated by Tomie dePaola. This gem has been set to music by composer Alan Shorter and has been performed by 

over fifty major choruses nationwide and debuted at Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy Center. The story of Oliver, a child 

bullied by his school peers, will strike a chord with audiences as his story unfolds in a sweet Broadway style. With the help 

of the Christel DeHaan Family Foundation, the Indianapolis Arts Chorale is also pleased to distribute copies of Oliver 

Button is a Sissy to attending families of this performance. The IAC’s 47th season is also graciously supported by The 

Penrod Society and the Arts Council of Indianapolis. 

 

Rounding out the performance, the Indianapolis Arts Chorale will present several titles that are well known in the choral 

and Broadway repertory, including “My Soul Is Anchored in the Lord” (Moses Hogan), “Children will Listen” (from Into the 

Woods , Stephen Sondheim), “Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor” (Irving Berlin), and “This is Me” (from The Greatest 

Showman). 

 

The issue of bullying has become front and center in American society and those who call Indiana home are not exempt 

from dealing with this conversation and its resounding and lasting effects. The very definition of bullying has changed 

over the generations and the youngest in society are dealing with this in a way their elders never had to do. Each of us 

has witnessed the effects of bullying on someone we love. In an effort to truly engage the community and live out the 

mission of the Indianapolis Arts Chorale, our hope is to bring awareness, hope, and comfort through the universal 

language of music on a dire subject of our times and our society. 

 

Founded in 1972, the Indianapolis Arts Chorale uplifts the human spirit for multiple generations of singers and audiences 

by building deep emotional connections through the art of choral singing. The Indianapolis Arts Chorale is a not-for-profit 

community of auditioned voices with a commitment to excellence and a passion for choral music and its future. These 

are its hallmarks and have been for nearly half a century. 

 

The Free to Be Me concert performance will commence at 4 p.m. Tickets are $30 and can be purchased by following 

this link. For each ticket sold through this link, Meridian Street will receive $5. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mission Breakfast This Sunday – March 10 – 10 a.m. to Noon 
 

Following worship, head to the Fellowship Hall and enjoy a delicious breakfast with coffee 

cakes, casseroles and sausage all while supporting the Puerto Rico Mission Team.  

Why go anywhere else! 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/indianapolis-arts-chorale-free-to-be-me-tickets-56055394193?aff=FreeToBeMe&afu=248006570144
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

March 13 Start of Lenten Book Study 

April 7 – 14 Host for Interfaith Hospitality Network 

April 10 Easter Workshop Walk with Jesus 

April 13 Habitat for Humanity Work Day - Landscaping 

April 14 Palm Sunday 

April 14 Handbell Concert with Chancel Bells and UIndy Bell Choirs 

April 20 Breakfast with the Bunny 

April 21 Easter Sunday 

April 28 Serve Indy 

 

Learn about these and other programs at meridianstreet.org 
 


