
  

EACH OF YOU SHOULD USE WHATEVER GIFT YOU HAVE RECEIVED TO SERVE OTHERS, 

AS FAITHFUL STEWARDS OF GOD’S GRACE IN ITS VARIOUS FORMS.  1 PETER 4:10 
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Mission Statement 

THROUGH CHRIST WE SEEK TO GROW IN  

FAITH AS WE SERVE, LOVE AND SHARE  

GOD’S UNEXPECTED GRACE 
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Someone asked why Nancy and I like to invite Meridian Street into our home 

to share in a meal.  There are a lot of reasons I could give, but the simple 

truth is: Tables are one of the most important places for us to connect 

together.  It is in sharing a meal that we really begin to know another person. 

 

Throughout the ministry of Jesus, one of the most important and 

transformational places we find Jesus is around a table.  The Bible is filled 

with stories of Jesus gathering with friends and strangers around a table and 

having their lives changed forevermore.  The list of these stories is long and 

these are just a few:  the story of Mary and Martha, Zacchaeus, Jesus at the 

home of Simon the leper, the wedding at Cana, the last supper (what we 

often call the Eucharist), and of course virtually every resurrection story 

centers around gathering at a table. 

 

It seems that it is almost always at a table that Jesus becomes fully revealed 

to us and where Jesus invites us to join him on our journey.  It is at the table 

that our eyes are opened and we recognize that we are brothers and sisters 

of a risen Lord. 

 

We invite you to gather around the table at Meridian Street.  As we share 

these stories of ministry, may Jesus allow your eyes to be opened and your 

heart touched as you find the ways that you can join with Jesus in making a 

kingdom difference.  
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gather  
to grow in faithto grow in faith  

T 
hrough Christian nurture each of us grows in our knowledge of God’s call and 

claim in our lives—and at Meridian Street we take seriously Christian education 

for all.  We regularly offer adult Sunday School classes, Bible studies, book 

studies, and current event discussions.  Children are taught what it means to be 

a follower of Jesus through Bible stories and opportunities to serve as disciples in the 

classroom, the local community, and the world!  Youth gather to build lasting 

relationships with God and each other through study, service, and fun.  In times of crisis 

and loss, members and friends receive ongoing support and we maintain connections 

with those who can no longer attend services.  Led by our pastors and ministry 

directors, we seek to live out our vision of a community thriving and growing in the fruit 

of the Spirit. 

To grow in faith, we need — 

 Pastor and Ministry leadership 

 Church School curricula 

 Nursery workers 

 Visits to the hospitalized, home-

bound and pastoral counseling 

 Special Christian education 

and fellowship events 

 Children’s Day In Ministry 

 Sports Ministry 

 Small groups 

 Confirmation 

 Youth programs 

 Ministry admin support 

$580,482 
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gather around the table to strengthen our faith 

45.5% 

Christian formation & pastoral care 

share of total budget 
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gather  
as we serveas we serve  

A 
s people of God we are called to serve the world around us.  At Meridian 

Street, we respond to that call with time, muscles, and money for the work 

of the church beyond our walls — in our city, our country, and in 

communities in need around the world.  In addition to supporting the work 

of the United Methodist Church through apportionment gifts to conferences and 

special offerings, our congregation maintains a strong ministry of service for all of God’s 

people through financial and volunteer support of a range of partner ministries. 

We serve our ministry partners — 

 Neighborhood 

 MLK Center and School 43 

 Butler University United 

Methodist Student Group 

 Local 

 Family Promise (IHN), Fletcher 

Place, Habitat for Humanity, 

Neighbor to Neighbor, Soup’s 

On at Roberts Park UMC, Vida 

Nueva, others 

 Global 

 Andean Rural Healthcare 

(Bolivia), Fairfield Orphanage 

Sponsorship Association 

(Zimbabwe), Midwest Mission 

Distribution Center (UMCOR –IL), 

Mission Guatemala, Hillcrest 

AIDS Centre Trust (South Africa), 

Friendly Planet Missiology 

(Congo), others 

$197,370 



9 

gather around the table as we serve 

mission & outreach 

share of total budget 

15.5% 
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gather  to love and shareto love and share  

in welcoming, sacred spacesin welcoming, sacred spaces  

O 
ur building remains a focal point for much of our ministry.  In addition to 

hosting our regular Sunday worship, our building supports meetings that 

further the work of our church and commitments, opens its doors to 

community groups, and partners with Family Promise to give the homeless 

a safe and nourishing shelter 4 weeks of the year.  Children’s Day In utilizes the lower 

level of our building; our Sports Program gives the athletic field and outdoor restrooms 

a workout in the spring and fall.  These outreach programs are a vital part of our 

neighborhood ministry.  We are near the finish line in our renovation projects — thanks 

to a successful capital campaign and countless hours of committee work, we enjoy a 

bright, welcoming space for future generations. 

To maintain our space we need — 

 Building maintenance leadership 

 Heating, cooling, other utilities 

 Telephone, Internet 

 Interior, Exterior, HVAC repairs 

 Grounds upkeep 

 Property and liability insurance 

$344,228 
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gather around the table as we love and share our space 

organizations shown above regularly use meeting and event spaces at Meridian Street 

27.0% 

building & grounds 

share of total budget 
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gather  
in God’s unexpected gracein God’s unexpected grace  

A 
t Meridian Street, we celebrate our worship experience.  We gather as a 

community of faith to enter God’s presence, hear His word preached with 

power and conviction, respond with music and prayer, and leave 

encouraged to make a Kingdom difference in the world.  In addition to 

gathering each Sunday, we stay connected with a Wednesday morning devotional 

service.  We celebrate worship throughout the Christian holiday seasons of Advent, 

Christmas, Lent and Easter, and gather for other events that mark milestones and 

passages in the lives of our family of faith. 

To worship we need — 

 Worship leadership 

 Music leadership 

 Sermon preparation 

 Chancel choir and hand 

bell music 

 Musical accompanists 

 Communion 

 Bulletins and other worship 

resources 

 Sanctuary decoration 

 Holiday events 

 Weddings and funerals 

 Hospitality refreshments 

 Ministry admin support $152,920 
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gather around the table to worship, pray, sing 

12.0% 

worship & music 

share of total budget 
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2018 Anticipated Sources of Revenue:   

   

Pledged gifts   $           776,500  

Non-pledged gifts   $             99,000  

Holiday offerings   $               6,500  

Space rental/wedding fees   $             70,000  

Children's Day In tuition   $           275,000  

Sports program fees   $             48,000  

Total revenues   $        1,275,000  
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Donor  Demographics  
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2018 Estimate of Giving Cards 

 If you did not receive a giving card or have questions, please contact the church 

financial secretary, Keisha Boger, at kboger@meridianstreet.org or 317.253.3237 x113 

 Please return your giving card by Sunday, November 19 

 Drop in offering plate during service 

 meridianstreet.org/stewardship; click on Pledge button 

 Mail or drop off at church office 

stewardship  
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We, as members of the Finance Committee, are excited to join Pastor Steve and all of 

you around the generous table that is Meridian Street. We fully support the mission of 

the church, "Through Christ we seek to grow in faith as we serve, love, and share God's 

unexpected grace," and intend to show that we do through the tangible act of 

returning our 2018 estimate of giving cards this month.   

 

Of course, returning the giving card is not the only way we can share our time, talents, 

and treasure with Meridian Street  But, a generous financial gift on all our parts will 

ensure that the church will continue to strive toward its worthy goals.  Please consider 

pledging if you haven't before or increasing your pledge if you have.   

 

Let's ensure that we and generations to come will all be able to gather around God's 

table at Meridian Street and will continue to expand that table's reach and inclusivity. 

 

2017-2018 Finance Committee: 

Anna Hastings, Chairperson 

Dan Fairley, Vice Chairperson 

Tony Strong, Treasurer 

Brad Carlson 

John Hakes 

ashastings@ameritech.net 

Tom Hardin 

Dan Long 

Matt Sheetz 
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Vision Statement 

COMMUNITIES THRIVING AND GROWING IN THE 

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 
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Meridian Street United Methodist Church 

5500 N. Meridian Street       Indianapolis IN 46208 

317.253.3237      meridianstreet.org 


