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November, 2018           meridianstreet.org

From The Desk of Pastor Steve 
One of my responsibilities is to share a “state of the church” report to our Annual Charge conference which will be held 
on Sunday, November 11th.  I feel it is important to share with all of you my thoughts, and not just let it languish in some 
file in the district office. Below is the report that I will present: 
 
 
How can one not be grateful for the opportunity to be a shepherd here at Meridian Street UMC?  While many 
churches have amazing pasts (and certainly Meridian Street UMC does as well) we also have a very bright future.  
Meridian Street has had a history of strong pastoral leadership. It is because of their heart and passion that we are in 
the position to make a kingdom difference in some new and exciting ways. 
 
As I reflect on the past year, we have continued to position ourselves for future success.  For me, this is most evident in 
the strategic summit gathering that took place last February.  While I wish we could move quicker in implementing all 
the amazing suggestions from that Saturday, I am excited that we continue to move forward toward bringing many of 
them to fruition. 
 
The number one concern that was raised was not a new problem, nor was it a problem that I was surprised to see 
identified. What concerned the leadership most was creating ways to improve our communication.  For the past eight 
months the Church Council has wrestled with how we can streamline our communication flow and how we can 
increase the ways in which our congregation and community can receive information from us. 
 
We know that our digital presence needs to be enhanced.  Our website uses old technology and is not capable of 
being brought up to date without a complete overhaul.  We struggle coming up with cost effective ways to share our 
story to the community and at the same time we also know that our newsletters may not be as effective as we would 
like in getting the word out to the congregation. We currently do not have anyone on staff who is tasked with the 
responsibility to help us correct and solve these issues. 
 
As a result, the Church Council asked the Staff Parish Relations Team to create a job description for a new 
communications specialist.  Staff Parish has created a job description and is eagerly awaiting the opportunity to begin 
advertising for the position.  What remains is the response to the finance campaign to determine if the funds will be 
available.  Assuming that the money is available, we hope to have a new communications specialist in place by 
February 1st. 
 
The other main issue that arose was how do we help facilitate church members in creating new ministry opportunities.  
We see ourselves as a lay lead church, with the staff and pastoral leadership having the responsibility for oversight and 
helping grow disciples.  A task group has worked tirelessly in developing a plan and strategy hoping to roll it out right 
after the first of the year.  We want to make it as easy as possible for anyone with an idea that is in line with our mission 
to be able to get the support and assistance necessary to create new ministry opportunities for our church community. 
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All of this is happening because of the generosity of the community of faith here at Meridian Street.  We have faced a 
challenging year in that we have lost to death many of our larger supporters.  But at the same time, we are seeing real 
growth in young people to our church.  We have had ten infant baptisms this year and many of those are to families 
who are fairly new to our community.  We have eleven youth who are involved in confirmation classes that will run 
through next spring.  Those are reasons to celebrate and be excited. 
 
Exciting things are happening!  People are coming to know the love of Jesus in powerful, life-changing ways.  As we 
look toward 2019, I hope that you will keep Meridian Street in your prayers and that you will grow in your love for Jesus.  
Our focus for the coming year will be: Rediscovering Jesus!, Matt and I will take the entire year and help us to 
understand not only with our heads who Jesus was, but to experience him in our heart. 
 
Peace, 
Steve 
 
 
Annual Charge Conference Sunday, November 11 
All are invited to the annual Charge Conference on Sunday, November 11 at 6 p.m. at Epworth United Methodist 
Church, 6450 Allisonville Road, Indianapolis.  
 

Join Pastor Steve on a Trip to Israel – January, 2020 
Throughout my ministry I have had the privilege to share my love for the Holy Land with hundreds of persons.  I have 
lead pilgrims to the holy sites 12 times.  I am excited to share that I am planning a trip to Israel on January 20, 2020.  
While that seems like a long time away it will be here before we know it.  If you have interest in going let me know.  I will 
be scheduling an informational meeting in early December to share details about the trip.  I hope that you can join me 
and experience the wonder of the fifth Gospel. 
 
 

Family and Neighborhood Ministries – Advent Workshop 
One Starry Night on Wednesday, November 28 
We are looking forward to our annual celebration of the season of Advent that prepares us for Christmas. Every year 
we celebrate a family Advent workshop with opportunities to learn about the season, create a craft, and enjoy time 
together with other church families. This year we will "travel" to Bethlehem for a Bible-times event where families can 
enjoy hands on experiences as they take part in the census like Mary and Joseph did, seek lodging at the inn, and 
follow shepherds to baby Jesus. Save the date for the upcoming Advent workshop that will be on Wednesday, 
November 28.  We will start serving dinner at 5:30 p.m.; families are invited to come, eat and then visit different stations 
in Bethlehem as well as paint keepsake ornaments at the Stable. Volunteers are needed. If you would like to learn 
more or are interested in volunteering at this event, please contact Bethany Scott, bscott@meridianstreet.org. 
 
 

Chancel Bells to Perform at Historical Society  
On Tuesday, November 27 our adult handbell choir, Chancel Bells, will be performing at the 2018 Festival of Trees event 
at the Indiana Historical Society. They’ll ring Christmas music in Lilly Hall - a 3-story atrium- for 20 minutes at 6:00 pm and 
again at 7:00 pm. 
 
The music will add to your holiday spirit as you enjoy more than 75 theme-decorated trees.  Take a stroll through the 
museum, choose your favorites and hear our bells echo through the halls. The Indiana Historical Society is located 
downtown Indianapolis in the Indiana History Center at 450 W Ohio Street. 

mailto:bscott@meridianstreet.org.
mailto:bscott@meridianstreet.org.
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November Ministry Focus: Give Thanks by Giving Back 
As the calendar turns to November, it will soon be Thanksgiving and the start of the holiday season. There is much to be 
thankful for in our lives. Perhaps one way to give thanks is by serving or donating through one of these opportunities: 
 
All Church Thanksgiving 
One of the highlights of the church calendar is our Annual Thanksgiving Dinner that we share as a congregation!  We 
need your help to make this event a success.  There are several opportunities in which to participate: Friday, 
November 9, Saturday, November 10 or Sunday, November 11.  Please take a moment to review the various volunteer 
opportunities and help make the thanksgiving meal a success.   What a blessing to be a part of such a thankful and 
thoughtful congregation! Questions:  Contact Susan Woodhouse at swoodhouse@mac.com or Erinn McCluney at 
emcclune@butler.edu.  Click here to see the available volunteer opportunities and to sign up. 
 

Habitat for Humanity 
Meridian Street has been a faithful partner with Greater Indy Habitat for Humanity for 
many years. We have two work dates set up for this year’s Interfaith Build on the near 
Eastside – both 7:45 am – 2:30 pm (lunch provided).  Come join us and let God’s love 
work through you using Habitat’s “Theology of the hammer, paint brush, & shovel”.  You 
will be part of an interfaith endeavor to make a house a home, a neighborhood a safe 
and beautiful community, and build bridges between people of other cultures and 
classes.  

• Saturday, Nov 17 - Interior Painting – May entail some ladder work – 5 volunteers 
needed 

• Saturday, Dec 1 – Landscaping: Planting, cutting & laying sod, possible heavy 
lifting – 6 volunteers needed 
Volunteers will need to register through the Habitat link: 
http://meridianstreetumc.indyhabitat.volunteerhub.com/ 

Any questions, contact Phil McAlister at (317) 989-7660 or phil.mcalister@gmail.com 
 
Soup’s On at Roberts Park 
Soup’s On at Roberts Park serves a warm meal and warm hospitality to the hungry and homeless on Sundays at noon. 
The ministry welcomes 250 guests who are served by volunteers.  We need volunteers on Sunday, November 18 to help 
set-up, serve and clean up for the annual Thanksgiving meal.  Children are welcome to participate, but those under 12 
should be accompanied by an adult.  This is a rewarding experience.  Please consider serving in this capacity. Contact 
Whitney Scolnik with any questions at wscolnik@gmail.com.  Click on this link to sign up to serve.  
 

Food Pantry Donations 
The Holiday season brings more opportunities to gather with family and friends to celebrate 
festive meals, but for some families, it also brings the challenge of providing enough food to feed 
their families. Please consider donating food items to the Fletcher Place food pantry ministry in 
the next two months. You can drop off food in the large bins in the Welcome Center anytime. 
Here are some of the needs: 

• Fresh or canned veggies and fruit, canned beans and meat 
• Toilet paper and paper towels, feminine hygiene products 
• Snack packs with instant oatmeal, ramen noodles, cracker packs, granola bars, fruit cups, 

pudding cups, and cans of pop-top soup and tuna for homeless snack packs 
 
 

mailto:emcclune@butler.edu
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044ba4ac2ea1fe3-allchurch
http://meridianstreetumc.indyhabitat.volunteerhub.com/
mailto:phil.mcalister@gmail.com
mailto:wscolnik@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044ba4ac2ea1fe3-soups8
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Fletcher Place Christmas Store  
Every year, Fletcher Place Community Center, a ministry partner of 
Meridian Street, offers a wonderful opportunity for families in need by 
providing gifts for Christmas. This year you can serve during the first 
week of December for the set up and on distribution day Saturday, 
December 8. There are two times available: Shift 1: 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
or Shift 2: 12:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m. To serve, contact Pastor Matt a 
mlandry@meridianstreet.org.  
 
 

Grateful for Meridian Street by Nicole Sheetz 
My husband and I have been members of Meridian Street for almost 20 years. We have 5 children and we are grateful 
for so many things about this church. I’m going to highlight 7 of those things. 
 

1. A community filled with authentic people and lots of laughter. Our church is filled with awesome people. My 
family is thankful we have a church full of real people who believe in one another, believe in our community, 
and don’t take themselves too seriously. In a challenging world, it’s nice to come to a safe place to worship, 
serve and connect with real people! 

 
2. Opportunities to serve. Not that I need to go looking for more things to do, but this church gives us ways to 

invest our time in making a meaningful and lasting difference in people’s lives. There are countless ways to get 
involved in the community, and our church gives us those opportunities plus ways to reach out to the world 
beyond. Our family loves to serve and we’ve been pretty active over the years, just like so many of you. 
 

3. Caring Pastors, Staff, and Volunteers. This church has had and continues to have very strong pastors, staff and 
volunteers that care and care deeply for every single one of us. My family has bonded with some individuals 
more than others, but we’ve all connected to at least one person very deeply. 

 
4. Solid Leadership. Matt and I have had the privilege of serving alongside of other caring, diligent, passion-filled 

people through the lay lead committees in our Church: specifically the Church Council, Finance, Hansman and 
Nominations Committees. These have given us opportunities to get to know the inner workings of this great 
church and to develop lasting bonds with individuals through our work.  

 
5. Loving to My Family. I am so thankful and grateful for a church that loves my family.  

As a parent, nothing swells your heart with pride more than seeing others appreciate and encourage your 
children. For almost 20 years now, our church – THIS COMMUNITY - has loved my 5 children as your own, giving 
them opportunities to grow their servant hearts. Now for those of you that like stats, that means Meridian Street 
has: 

 
• Provided more than 1500 volunteer hours of teaching our kiddos in Sunday School 
• Outfitted all 5 kiddos with Soccer Jerseys for about 50 soccer seasons 
• Walked them through 5 confirmations, 2 of which are happening right now and being personally 

mentored by Wendy Sibbitt and Dan Fairley 
• Baptized 2 of us 
• Given out 5 bibles on Bible Sunday 
• Provided employment to our oldest 2 who were Nursery Staffers for 4 years 
• Given the “littles” a chance to perform in 9 Christmas Programs 
• Mailed at least 100 Pockets to our home 

mailto:mlandry@meridianstreet.org
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• Fed us at least 200 meals through Wednesday night dinners, Thanksgiving Feasts, Christmas Dinners, and 
My Meridian Lunches 

• And provided more calorie-free donut holes to all of us than I can count. 
 

It may take a village to raise a child, but this village is better than most.  
 

6. Risking to Reach. I read recently that there are three kinds of churches: Risk Takers, Care Takers, or Under Takers. 
Growing churches are risk takers, status quo churches are care takers, and dead churches are under takers. 
We are grateful our church is willing to take risks in order to reach more people. We are grateful our church is 
willing to see all people as God’s children regardless of their political views, their skin color, their nationality, their 
sexual orientation, or their gender.  

 
7. Harmony despite differences. Civil discourse in this country is challenging, but that just makes us so much more 

aware of the way our church handles its differences. They say where two or three are gathered there are four 
or five opinions. We are happy to be able to embrace one another even though we are not in lockstep on 
every Biblical interpretation or social or political issue.  

 
We don’t love our church family in spite of our differences; we love you because of our differences. 
 
Finally, I am grateful that Steve asked us to do this. My family’s relationship with this church community goes much 
deeper than I knew. Reflection… is a beautiful thing. 
 
 

Grateful for our Volunteers 
 

So many people volunteer their time to serve Meridian Street it is nearly impossible to name all the ways, let alone the 
people. So in this season of Gratefulness, know that the staff is grateful to everyone who: 
 

• Answered the phones  
• Served Coffee and Donuts 
• Greeted on a Sunday morning 
• Baked cookies for a funeral 
• Helped straighten the Sanctuary and fill  

pew racks with envelopes and information 
• Stuffed envelopes 
• Decorated a trunk for Trunk or Treat 
• Served as a Liturgist or Usher for worship services 
• Assisted as a server at a special dinner 
• Served as a host for a funeral visitation 
• Posted calendars and posters around the 

church 
• Served as a host for photography sessions 

 
 
 
 

• Stuffed bulletins 
• Applied address labels 
• Did landscaping in the Courtyard 
• Rocked babies in Children’s Day In 
• Helped with tables and chairs for Fall Kick-off 
• Cooked hot dogs at the Sports Celebrations 
• Assisted with putting up the large white tents for 

Junefest 
• Served as a Sunday School Teacher 
• Donated candy and helped stuff plastic eggs 

for Breakfast with the Bunny 
• Cut out flowers or other symbols for use by kids 

in Sunday School classes 
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A Short History of a Small Group 
It has been 40 years since the senior and associate pastors of Meridian Street United Methodist Church contacted 8 
couples to become acquainted with each other.  A meeting was arranged in the church library and we all appeared 
at the appointed hour.  Some had a nodding acquaintance but most were strangers. 
 
The associate minister was sort of an ex-officio member but was drawn into the Group (making 8 ½ couples) and 
proved to be a valuable asset in providing guidance in programming in those early years.  We recall an early program 
he arranged with a representative of the Islamic Center that was being established in Plainfield.  Sometimes we were 
assigned movies to see and discuss.  
 
At Christmas time we happened upon the idea of going caroling to some 
of the church shut-ins, and some not-so-shut -in like young families with 
children.  At times we would sing for church members who were home in 
the neighborhood.   
 
For many years we visited with the same people but would add new 
ones as some of those shut-ins moved on for one reason or another.  
There were fond memories made during those years as we recalled the 
gracious welcome we would receive at various stops.  We recall 
sounding fine in the stairwell of Marcy Village and were welcomed at 
American Village, as long as we didn’t arrive until after the Lawrence Welk Show.  After caroling, the evening would 
continue with dinner, traditionally at the home of Judy and David Otto.  They always had the most beautiful Christmas 
tree with their international decorations and snowman collections. 
 
Soon the routine developed that we would set aside the 3rd Sunday evening to gather at each other’s home every 
month. Sometimes we would have a guest attend as the program and sometimes a member of the group would share 

a subject of interest or travelogue with us.  We have had members 
of the church come and tell us about some program they were 
working on and as new ministers were appointed we always 
wanted to give them the opportunity to meet with us in our rather 
informal environment. 
 
At a certain point we decided to travel to some of our state parks 
and have our programs there.  At other times at state parks we 
shared literary 
interests by 
reading aloud our 
favorite poems, 

novel passages and scripture versus.  As we approached our 25th 
anniversary we traveled to Italy which was an unforgettable great 
experience.  To celebrate our 40th anniversary we returned to Spring 
Mill State Park for another literary weekend. 
 
We all would say the church-life experiences we have shared with our 
“Group” have been exceptional.  Of course, we have faced many “trials and tribulations” along the way.  We have 
shared joys and disappointments, literally everything from birth to death and everything in between.  And through it all 
Meridian Street United Methodist Church has been the institution to which we all owe a great deal for these fortunate 
life experiences. 
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JOIN US FOR THREE BIG EVENTS COMING UP SOON! 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
October 28 Trunk or Treat 
October 28-31 Mission Trip to Midwest Distribution Center 
October 29 Raina Wood Organ Recital 
November 3 Monumental Marathon Water Station – front of church 
November 9 Youth Game Night 
November 11 Thanksgiving Dinner and Food Drive 
November 18 Serve at Soup’s On at Roberts Park 

Learn about these and other programs at meridianstreet.org 
 


