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October, 2018           meridianstreet.org

From The Desk of Pastor Steve 
On February 23, 2019, 865 delegates from around the 
world will gather in St. Louis, Mo., to wrestle over one 
question: The stance of the United Methodist Church as 
it relates to LGTBQ individuals and leadership in the 
church.  Matt and I shared a few weeks ago the three 
plans that are before the General Conference.  Our 
Retired Bishop Mike Coyner put together a presentation 
sharing how we got to the place we are today.  If you 
were not able to be with us for either of our dialog 
sessions, I am happy to share the PowerPoint with you. 
 
Our goal is to help make you aware of what is 
happening.  What will be decided is very much up in 
the air.  I have my own personal position as to what I 
think is appropriate, but I am not sure that is important 
right now. 
 
I want to share an article that Bishop Coyner wrote, 
and first shared with his colleagues here in Indiana and 
ultimately to the rest of the denomination.  The lesson is 
simple: keep first things first! 
 
Preparing	 for	 Nothing	 (or	 Anything)	 from	 General	
Conference	
By	Bishop	Michael	J.	Coyner	
September	12,	2018	
	
In	 the	midst	 of	 all	 the	 discussions	 about	 the	 three	models	
presented	 by	 the	 Commission	 on	 the	Way	 Forward	 to	 the	
General	 Conference,	 I	 wonder	 if	 anyone	 is	 thinking	 about	
preparing	for	“nothing.”	
	
Historically,	it	is	typical	for	the	General	Conference	to	create	
study	 commissions	 (like	 the	Study	of	Homosexuality	 in	 the	
1988-1992	 quadrennium	 and	 various	ministry	 studies)	 and	
then	not	approve	the	recommendations.	

It	 has	 happened	 that	 way	 time	 and	 again,	 and	 General	
Conference	 has	 become	 more	 and	 more	 dysfunctional,	
which	makes	 a	 “do	 nothing”	 result	 very	 likely	 in	 2019	 or	
2020.	
	
Are	 we	 preparing	 for	 the	 General	 Conference	 to	 do	
nothing?	
	
For	 that	 matter,	 are	 we	 preparing	 for	 anything	 that	 the	
General	Conference	might	do?	
	
The	day	after	General	Conference,	will	anyone	be	ready	to	
help	our	individual	local	United	Methodist	congregations	in	
Georgia	 or	 Texas	 or	 New	 Hampshire	 or	 Liberia	 to	
understand	the	actions	of	General	Conference	and	to	know	
what	the	next	steps	will	be?	
	
We	 seem	 to	 be	 focusing	 so	 much	 upon	 the	 proposals	
themselves,	 but	 I	wonder	 if	 anyone	 is	 ready	 to	 deal	with	
the	aftermath?	
	
Here	are	some	possible	ways	to	be	prepared	for	“nothing”	
or	for	“anything”	that	General	Conference	might	do:	

1. With	 all	 due	 respect,	 I	 am	 sure	 that	 most	 of	 our	
local	congregations	will	continue	to	do	the	ministry	
they	are	already	doing	in	spite	of	any	action	by	the	
General	 Conference.	 So	 let’s	 encourage	 our	
pastors	 and	 congregations	 to	 continue	 to	 be	
faithful	and	to	be	focused	on	their	local	ministries.	
While	 the	 General	 Conference	 is	 often	 self-
absorbed	 with	 its	 sense	 of	 importance,	 the	 real	
ministry	 of	 our	 church	 happens	 in	 local	
congregations	 and	 that	 ministry	 should	 be	
encouraged	to	continue.	
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2. Most	 local	 congregations	 (and	 their	 pastors)	 will	
need	 to	 be	 reminded	 that	 our	 mission	 (“making	
disciples	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	 for	 the	 transformation	 of	
the	 world”)	 is	 unchanged.	 All	 of	 the	 General	
Conference	 debate	 and	 action	 or	 inaction	 cannot	
be	 allowed	 to	 distract	 us.	 In	 fact,	 too	 much	
distraction	has	already	occurred,	so	I	hope	that	we	
can	 help	 our	 local	 congregations,	 pastors	 and	
annual	 conferences	 to	 get	 back	 to	 the	 main	
“business”	of	our	church.	

3. Nearly	all	clergy	members	will	need	to	be	reassured	
that	 their	appointments	are	 secure,	 that	 changes	at	
the	general	church	level	(if	any)	will	not	immediately	
impact	 them	 and	 that	 they	 can	 continue	 their	
ministry.	

4. Anxiety	at	all	 levels	of	our	United	Methodist	Church	
will	 need	 to	 be	 lowered	—	 something	 that	 leaders	
can	 only	 do	 if	 they	 maintain	 a	 “non-anxious	
presence.”	 That	 term	means	 being	 present	 and	 not	
withdrawing	 from	 our	 people,	 and	 it	 also	 means	
speaking	 and	 acting	 in	ways	 that	 reduce	 stress	 and	
anxiety.	 Right	 now	 too	many	 of	 our	 general	 church	
delegates	and	 leaders	(including	bishops)	are	raising	
anxiety,	rather	than	lowering	anxiety.	

5. We	 can	 invite	 people	 to	 pray,	 to	 study	 any	 results	
from	 General	 Conference	 and	 to	 have	 mature	
discussions	 about	 our	 future.	 Those	 discussions	
cannot	 happen	 immediately,	 because	 the	 results	 (if	
any)	 of	 General	 Conference	 will	 take	 time	 to	
translate	and	to	disseminate.	The	early	reports	from	
various	caucus	groups	—	and	even	the	media	—	are	
usually	 inflammatory	and	 just	plain	 inaccurate,	 so	 it	
is	important	to	invite	our	people	to	take	the	time	to	
pray,	 study,	 and	 learn	 for	 themselves	 what	 the	
results	(if	any)	of	General	Conference	actually	mean.	
Leaders	 in	 our	 denomination	 will	 need	 to	 fight	
against	tendencies	among	themselves	and	others	to	
draw	quick	conclusions.	Patience	is	hard	to	come	by	
in	this	social	media	age,	but	 it	will	be	needed	in	the	
days	 and	 weeks	 after	 General	 Conference.	 Quick	
decisions	from	inaccurate	or	incomplete	information	
are	 usually	 wrong	 decisions	 —	 so	 let’s	 encourage	
everyone	to	avoid	such	quick	decisions.	

	
I don’t know what decisions (if any) the General 
Conference will make in 2019 or 2020, but I am sure, as 
Paul told the church at Philippi, “That the One who 
began a good work in you will continue until the day of 
Christ.” 

 
 

United Methodists Indiana presents: 
An Evening with Rev. Dr. Mark Holland  
Monday, October 8, 7 p.m.  
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church 
Rev. Dr. Mark Holland is Co-Founder and Executive Director of Mainstream UMC. 
He made the motion on the floor of the 2016 General Conference asking the 
bishops to help lead the denomination forward relating to human sexuality and 
LGBTQ issues. The bishops’ vision has become the One Church Plan. He has taken 
a year off to work full-time with Mainstream UMC which was formed to fund, staff 
and organize a global campaign to pass the One Church Plan.  During his 
presentation on October 8, he will discuss where we are as a church, how we got 
here, provide scriptural support for the One Church Plan, and explain why it is 
different from previous plans that have failed to work in the past.  
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October Ministry Focus: Global Missions 
The Mission Team is looking forward to our annual Mission Sunday on October 7th. We will have 
a great connection this year with World Communion Sunday being celebrating on the same 
Sunday.  
 
Every year we welcome a guest speaker. This year we are glad to announce that Rev. David 
V.W. Owen will be the speaker. He comes to us as the Chair for the Indiana Conference Africa 
University Team. He has served several congregations across Indiana and served as the Executive Assistant to Bishop 
Michael Coyner before David’s retirement.  
 
Rev. David will be sharing his connection with Africa and the importance of mission work in general. We will also share 
more details about our 2019 mission trip (see below). Join us for mission breakfast following both services. All proceeds 
from the breakfast go to support our mission trips every year.  
 
It’s great that Meridian Street continues the great legacy of local and global mission work every year. We have 
recently served in Guatemala, Zimbabwe, and Bolivia. In late October (Oct 28-31), we will have a team serving at the 
Midwest Distribution Center in Chatham, IL. We have served there for many years and look forward to going every 
year.  
 
We celebrate at Meridian Street all the ways in which we are the hands and feet of Christ, for those across the street 
and around the world. Every year the congregation makes a financial contribution to our mission partners along with 
our mission trip opportunities. Through our Mission Team, we are impacting lives around the world. Let’s celebrate 
together on Sunday, October 7!   
 
 

2019 Mission Trip to Puerto Rico 
The Meridian Street Mission Team has confirmed the dates for our 2019 mission trip. We will be going to serve the 
people of Puerto Rico from May 11 to May 18, 2019. We will be working with the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) that has been on the ground in Puerto Rico since Hurricane Maria made landfall last fall. If you are interested 
in going, please contact Pastor Matt, mlandry@meridianstreet.org. The Mission Team will share more information about 
this great opportunity to serve on Mission Sunday, Oct 7.  
 
 

Fletcher Place Christmas Store 
Several weeks ago Frank Ricketts gave a wonderful Mission Moment (which was reprinted in the September 
Messenger), in which he shared his involvement with Fletcher Place Community Center. Frank highlighted their many 
programs, including their Thrift Store, Hot Meal Program, Preschool, and their annual Christmas Store.  
 
As fall approaches, it is a great time to think about how we can help with the Christmas Store on Dec. 1. During this 
event, carefully selected parents are given the chance to shop for their children from donations of new toys and 
clothes collected by organizations like Meridian Street. You can help by providing donations, helping to set up the 
store the week before, or working on Shopping Day. 
 
There will be more details in the coming weeks about volunteering in preparation for the Christmas Store. For now, as 
you do your early Christmas Shopping, shop for your kids or grandkids, or if you have extra Kohl’s cash, consider adding 
a few items for Fletcher Place. It is a great organization that serves a very needy population on the far East side.   
For questions, contact either Cheryl Carlson at 317-255-9200 or Kitty O’Donnell at317-842-7801. 
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Habitat for Humanity – 2018 Interfaith Build 
Transforming lives by partnering with individuals and their communities to 
create and preserve affordable housing solutions.  
 
Meridian Street has been a faithful partner with Greater Indy Habitat for Humanity 
for many years. We have two work dates set up for this year’s Interfaith Build on 
the near Eastside – both 7:45 am – 2:30 pm (lunch provided).  Come join us, learn 
a new skill, and let God’s love work through you using Habitat’s “Theology of the 
hammer, paint brush, & shovel”.  You will be part of an interfaith endeavor 
through Habitat for Humanity to make a house a home, a neighborhood a safe 
and beautiful community, and build bridges between people of other cultures 
and classes.  

• Saturday, Nov 17 - Interior Painting – May entail some ladder work – 5 
volunteers needed 

• Saturday, Dec 1 – Landscaping: Planting, cutting & laying sod, may entail 
some heavy lifting – 6 volunteers needed 
Volunteers will need to register through the Habitat link: 

http://meridianstreetumc.indyhabitat.volunteerhub.com/ 
 
Any questions, contact Phil McAlister at (317) 989-7660 or phil.mcalister@gmail.com 

 
Doing the Work of Ministry at Meridian Street 
A few weeks ago, Pastor Steve preached about what it means to be a Christian and said as followers of Christ, we 
need to DO the work of ministry, not just talk about it. We hear about all of the different ways there are to serve away 
from the walls of the church. There are also many ways to serve within the walls of the church. 
 
There is a great need for service at Meridian Street – service opportunities that afford very real chances to 
offer hospitality, make someone’s burden lighter, or make someone feel at home. We have a wonderful core team of 
volunteers, and are grateful for each and every one of them. But we need more. Here are just some of the ways to 
serve and make a difference: 
 

• Greeting on Sunday mornings: What better way to start your Sunday worship than to spend 15 minutes 
welcoming your fellow worshippers to church? 

• Coffee Host: Do you have a donut or coffee on Sunday mornings? If so, please consider taking your turn at 
being coffee host. It’s very simple, and instructions are provided. With the move of Fellowship Time to the 
Welcome Center, it’s an even easier process than before, and provides such a welcome scene for people 
coming in on Sundays. 

• Office Volunteers during the week: If you visit the church during the week, wouldn’t you rather be greeted with 
a smile than a big empty welcome center? We have several holes in the weekly schedule. Can you give 3 
hours once a week or once a month to help fill those holes? 

• Funeral Volunteers: One of the most humbling and compassionate ways to serve is by assisting with funerals. 
There are many needs: baking cookies for visitation, serving as a visitation host, serving as a greeter for the 
funeral service, or assisting with a meal following the service. 

• All Church Events: From JuneFest to Fall Kick-off to the Thanksgiving Dinner – we enjoy several “all church” 
events through the year, all of which require manpower to help set up, tear down, cook, serve, or other tasks.  

 
This is just a partial list of opportunities to serve within the walls of Meridian Street. If you would like to learn more or 
volunteer, contact Mary Sue in the church office at 317-253-3237 or mmcalister@meridianstreet.org. 
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Trunk or Treat 
October means Trunk or Treat time! Trunk or 
Treat will be Sunday, October 28 from 4-6 
p.m. Mark your calendars to come for this fun 
event, and sign up to help. We need your 
participation! Decorate your trunk- we hope 
for around 15 trunks to line our parking lot- 
or you can volunteer to set up, clean up, 
greet, or serve at stations. Throughout the 
month of October, bring your candy 
donations to the Welcome Center so we will 
be ready to welcome hundreds of people 

from our community to enjoy the trunks, popcorn and treats, games, and music. If you 
live in Butler Tarkington or Meridian Kessler, we have Trunk or Treat yard signs. To 
volunteer, sign up here or contact Bethany at bscott@meridianstreet.org  

 
 

 
 
 
Organ Recital presented by Raina Wood 
On Monday evening October 29 at 7 p.m., Meridian Street organist Raina Wood will 

present a concert sure to get you in the Halloween spirit! This family—friendly concert 
will be a fun way to enjoy seasonally spooky music (with an emphasis on fun, not 
scary!)  You’ll hear music from Phantom of the Opera; It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie 
Brown; and Bach’s famous Toccata and Fugue in d minor along with other great 
pieces. Kids are welcome to wear their costumes so bring them, bring a friend, and 
enjoy a fun evening of music at Meridian Street.  
 
 
 

 
 

Monumental Marathon Water Station at Meridian Street 
The Monumental Marathon is one of the 20 largest marathons in the nation and 
is recognized as a Boston Marathon qualifier race. Starting and finishing at the 
Indiana State Capitol, the course highlights landmarks and historical 
neighborhoods throughout Indianapolis, and goes right by Meridian Street 
Church. There has been a water station in front of the church for the past few 
years, and during this year’s race on Saturday, November 3, we have the 
opportunity to help man that water station. We’ll be working with folks from the 
Simon Youth Foundation who will help show us the ropes, and it is sure to be a 
fun time. We need 10 volunteers to fill out the team and work the morning of the 
marathon. You’ll be finished by about 12:45 p.m. Contact Mary Sue in the 
church office if you’d like to serve.  
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It’s Not Too Late!  New Pictorial Directory  
There are still many spots available to sign up and be included in the 
new pictorial directory!  Appointments are available during the day 
and evening and all day on Saturday, October 2-6 and October 23 – 
27. Sign up online by clicking here. You can also access this link on the 
church website, and we’ll have a laptop set-up in the Welcome 
Center so you can sign up while in the church building. Photos will be 
taken in the Parlor.  
 
 

Volunteers Needed for Photography Days 
Volunteers are needed to be hosts for the photography sessions. Please sign up via the Sign Up Genius link, or contact 
Mary Sue McAlister in the church office or at mmcalister@meridianstreet.org. But wait, there’s more! As an added 
incentive, when you sign up to volunteer as a host, you’ll get your name put in a drawing for a $50 gift certificate to be 
used toward any pictures you purchase during your photo shoot. Work five slots and get five chances to win!  What a 
deal! 
 
 
Gathering of Men – Three important events 
Civility in our Times: Chasing an Elusive Goal - Hosted by the Gathering of Men 
 
All of you are invited to a presentation being hosted by the Gathering of Men that will help us understand and deal 
with the state of civility we find in our society today.  This is a church-wide invitation. On Saturday, October 13, Jeff 
Rasley, author of Polarized! The Case for Civility in the Time of Trump, will present a program on civility in our times.   
 
We will serve breakfast starting at 8:15 in Fellowship Hall.  Jeff’s presentation will begin in the Library at about 9:00 and 
finish by about 10:00.  Please RSVP to Mary Sue McAlister at mmcalister@meridianstreet.org no later than Wednesday, 
October 10. 
 
As we see in headlines and in tweets, whether in society as a whole or in the political world, or maybe even in our own 
little worlds, we seem to have a hard time talking about difficult issues.  Social media and the accelerating and 
omnipresent ‘infosphere’ seem to push us into camps of for/against, us/them, red/blue/purple, or I’m right/you’re 
wrong.  We just can’t seem to talk to each other. Our time together will help us understand why this is happening and 
what we can do about it. We hope you can make it.  If you have any questions, please contact Marvin Miller at 
marv1127@aol.com or Bob Greising at rgreising@kdlegal.com.  
 

Annual Gathering of Men Retreat – October 26-27 
The Gathering of Men will hold its 6th annual retreat at Flat Rock YMCA Camp starting Friday evening, October 26, and 
finishing early Saturday evening, October 27. Fun and fellowship are promised, and for a lucky few, maybe some fish 
from the creek!  We will have some working sessions on some challenging topics, including the upcoming General 
Conference on The Way Forward, but we will also have plenty of time to enjoy the outdoors and build on the bonds 
we have formed and continue to form.   
To RSVP or for more details, contact Bob Greising at rgreising@kdlegal.com or Phil McAlister 
at phil.mcalister@gmail.com.   
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Free Wheelin’ Bike Donation Day 
The last donation day of 2018 is fast upon us for supporting the ministry of Free Wheelin Community Bikes.  Mark your 
calendars for October 13.  For more information, go to their website:  https://www.freewheelinbikes.org/donate-now 
 
 
 
 

Life at Meridian Street – There’s always something going on! 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
October 2-6, 23-27 Pictorial Directory Photo Sessions 
October 6 Neighborlink Indy Service Day 
October 28 Trunk or Treat 
October 28-31 Mission Trip to Midwest Distribution Center 
October 29 Raina Wood Organ Recital 
November 3 Monumental Marathon Water Station – front of church 
November 11 Thanksgiving Dinner and Food Drive 

Learn about these and other programs at meridianstreet.org 
 


