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 My dear, dear friends! I love you so much. I do want the very best for you. You make me 
feel such joy, fill me with such pride. Don’t waver. Stay on track, steady in God. Celebrate 
God all day, every day. I mean, revel in him! Make it as clear as you can to all you meet 
that you’re on their side, working with them and not against them. Help them see that the 
Master is about to arrive. He could show up any minute! Philippians 4: selected verses The 
Message 
 
Paul opens this letter with the words grace and peace.  Paul sums up God's activity toward 
humanity in the word grace. God delivers grace to all people bountifully and mercifully in 
Christ.  No gift from God is deserved; nothing from God can be earned; that is the essence of 
grace.  God gives because it is God’s nature to give.  Paul reaffirms God’s goodness and grace in 
the opening words of this letter.  Then he moves to encourage the congregation to staying the 
course with Jesus.  Though he expects the return of Jesus quite literally at any time, it seems to 
me that Jesus does indeed return within every moment of worship, every act of generosity, and of 
course, in all service on behalf of Jesus.  People literally see Jesus as the Christian community 
lives faithfully.  People literally see Jesus in you and in me as we live out our faith.  Prayer. 
 
Here are three things I may have forgotten to say in the last ten years or they may be three things 
I have forgotten that I said.  With me it can go either way these days.   
 
First – to be community, to be the body of Christ, you have to be here.  You have to be here for 
worship, for studies, for meals, for service, for prayer, and for community.  You must be here.  I 
was taught years ago to never ever use the words must or should in a sermon.  Turns people off.  
Well I am breaking the rule today.  You must be here.  If you are in town you must be in 
worship.  If you are raising children or grandchildren in this church then they should be here as 
well.  Faith does not come through osmosis.  Faith is so much more than just having nice 
thoughts about God or being a nice person.  Faith is a lifelong journey which is experienced and 
developed in community.  We cannot build community without you.  You are essential to the 
ministries of this congregation.  Every one of you on every single Sunday is essential for 
worship.  Every one of you on every single Sunday is essential for offering praise, prayers, and 
adoration to God.  Be here.  Don’t just think about it and then go for a run.  Don’t just drop the 
kids off and go out for coffee.  Don’t just schedule a golf game on Thursday knowing you will 
miss worship on Sunday.  Be here!  Your presence is imperative!  You need worship and 
worship needs you.  Make worship a priority in your life.  Worship is essential to discipleship.   
 
Secondly – Give.  Give of your love, give of your service, give of your money.  With two 
Sundays left, I am past encouraging or cajoling.  Give.  Central to discipleship, central to 
following Jesus Christ is giving.  Now the few of you who tithe can let your mind wander for a 
moment.  However, the rest of you need you to do the math in your head quickly.  Consider the 
amount of money you make each year.  I do not care if it is gross or net.  Get the figure in your 
head.  Now take 10% of that.  Give.  This church would never have a need for financial 
conversation if we all gave 10% of our income.  I had a man in a church I served in California 
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who pledged a dollar a week on the weeks he was in worship.  Really?  I consider that attitude 
and action a crime against Christ.  This was not a destitute person.  This was a miserly person.  
Guess what?  He was generally a miserable person as well.  Generosity inspires joy and delight.  
Generosity does not rob us, generosity blesses us.  Got that 10% number in your head?  How far 
off of that number are you?  We have members who give about $600.00 a year.  Clearly that 
would mean, we have quite a few members making $6,000.00 a year.  I think we know better 
than that!  I have served a church where many people were living below the poverty line, but this 
is not one of them! Having said that… I have found people living below the poverty line are 
often more generous than those who have plenty.  Why?  Because those who struggle are often 
more clear about their great need for God’s abiding grace.  They allow their faith in God to be 
the priority in life.  They respond out of gladness, not obligation.  Keep that 10% number in your 
head…give!  It is good for you.  Give!  It is imperative to the health of the ministries of this 
glorious church.  Give!  It is essential to your path as a disciple of Jesus Christ!  Give!  Give!  
Give!  
In addition, we are doing a vast renovation to this building.  The last one was in 1988.  I can do 
that math for you.  The last major renovation to this church facility was 28 years ago. You cannot 
let a house sit for 28 years without renovations or you will have some serious problems.  We 
must renovate this church! If you have not donated to the capital campaign, make your pledge 
today.  We must refresh the classrooms on the third floor.  They look much like they did when I 
was in Sunday school up there in the dark ages.  We need to add bathrooms out on the sports 
field where families gather for our amazing sports program that has been serving families for 
more than 60 years.  We need an elevator that is actually accessible and reliable.  You can make 
a pledge over a 5 year period and it is time to make that pledge.  Every family in this church 
should…oh there it is again…should make a pledge to the capital campaign.  Consider this is 
your official request.  Consider this is your official invitation.  Make it happen. 
 
Finally…you are the best. Paul said it perfectly.  “Dear friends…I love you so much.”  I know 
exactly how he was feeling when he wrote those words. I love you so much.  You have taught 
me so much.  You have blessed me so much.  You are patient and caring.  You are wise and 
wonderful. You bring great joy.  You make a difference in this community.  You are the heart of 
Christ right here in Indianapolis.  You share Christ with your coworkers, your neighbors, your 
friends, and with many strangers.  You are part of a mighty crowd of witnesses who live their 
faith with integrity, courage, and gratitude.  I love you so much.  I love that you laugh and bring 
joy to this holy house.  I love that you care deeply about the infants, children and youth of this 
congregation and the wider community. I love that you share you time, talents, and leadership 
with those who are homeless, those who are hungry, those who are lonely, those who are afraid, 
those who are struggling financially, those who are … well the list goes on and on.  I love that 
you continue to open your arms to welcome new people to this community of faith.  I love that 
all people are welcome here. Dear friends I love you so much.  Far more importantly, Christ 
loves you so much.  Christ laid down his very life because of his love for you.  You hold 
immeasurable value to Jesus.   
 
Stay the course with Christ.  He shows up every minute that you are in worship, every minute 
that you are in prayer, every minute that you are in service, every minute that you are telling the 
wild and wonderful story of God’s never ending grace!   
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Worship, give, and love.  That’s it.  As you can see, this table of grace is set for the beloved 
children of God.  Here you are.  Enjoy the feast!   
 
 


