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Romans 8: 39 
Nothing can separate us from the love of God through Christ Jesus our Lord.   
 
Colossians 3:15-17 
Let the peace of Christ keep you in tune with each other, in step with each other. None of 
this going off and doing your own thing. And cultivate thankfulness. Let the Word of 
Christ—the Message—have the run of the house. Give it plenty of room in your lives. 
Instruct and direct one another using good common sense. And sing, sing your hearts out 
to God! Let every detail in your lives—words, actions, whatever—be done in the name of 
the Master, Jesus, thanking God the Father every step of the way. 
 
Sermon 
Nothing can separate us from the love of God through Christ Jesus.  This truth is foundational to 
the Wesleyan understanding of faith.    My first reason is rooted in John Wesley’s theology of 
grace.  Wesley felt the means of grace was offered by God in three ways.  Prevenient grace is 
given before we ever accept Christ.  Prevenient grace is showered upon all people by God 
whether they are aware of it or not.  It is often called preparatory grace.  Missionaries have long 
claimed God’s grace was present before they arrived to speak about Jesus Christ.  Prevenient 
grace opens our hearts and souls to God’s holy presence.   
 
Justifying grace comes as an awakening of our need for God and our need for pardon.  
Prevenient grace, once we realize it, leads to justifying grace as faith in Christ brings awareness 
of our need for forgiveness of our sins.  John Wesley called this awareness an “assurance of 
pardon.”  In baptism, an indelible mark of grace is forever placed as seal upon our hearts.  Even 
if we try to deny or turn away from God’s everlasting love and presence, that grace remains.     
 
Finally, sanctifying grace grows from God’s gift of salvation.  In Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, 
salvation is delivered to the followers of Jesus.  Salvation is not a one-time event in our lives.  
Salvation is the ongoing experience of God’s gracious presence transforming us into the people 
that God envisions.  Through God’s sanctifying grace, we grow and mature in our ability to live 
as Jesus lived. As we pray, study the Scriptures, worship, serve and share God’s goodness, we 
deepen our knowledge of and love for God. As we respond to human needs and strive for 
compassion and justice in our communities and the world, we strengthen our capacity to be 
God’s agents of grace.  Our inner thoughts and motives, as well as our outer actions and 
behavior, become aligned with God’s vision for our lives.    
 
Methodism requires a balance between personal and social holiness, between personal faith and 
good works, between God’s grace and human accountability and responsibility, and between the 
simplicity of the message of faith and the true depth of its content.   
 



We are a people of grace and accountability, of forgiveness and hope.  Wesley demanded that 
Methodists reflect on the truth of their lives and share that truth in community as we continue to 
grow into God’s vision for our lives.  Lifelong growth is an expectation in our tradition. 
 
Our complete dependence upon God’s grace is the first reason I am a Methodist.  Our call to be 
grace filled in interactions with others is the second reason.  My loyalty to the United Methodist 
Church is also rooted in our commitment to an open communion rail.  All people are welcome to 
share communion in the UMC.  Every UMC has an open rail.  Now the rail is sometimes closed 
to accommodate more people, but both the architecture and the spirit of communion in our 
tradition is that Christ is the host and all are welcome to participate.  Methodists offer 
communion to all who are present and do not bar anyone from receiving the grace of God 
through Holy Communion. 
 
Methodists have never been content with just remaining within the walls of the church.  We have 
always understood that through worship we are fueled by grace for the purpose of going out into 
the world on behalf of Jesus Christ in service.  Ours is a tradition of heart and head.  We are 
expected to spend our lives learning about God and serving on behalf of Jesus Christ.  It is a 
blend of knowledge and loving compassion.     
 
But, it is not always easy to be a United Methodist.  Our commitment to social justice does not 
always bring agreement within the denomination.  The denomination often speaks for the 
weakest among us and those who have the least access to justice.  Again, we may not all agree 
on who and what we do as a denomination toward social injustice, but God bless us because we 
are always active within our call to seek justice.  We speak up justice, not only to serve 
ourselves, but to serve all people.   
 
One area where we continue to disagree in this denomination concerns the ordination of openly 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgendered persons.  We have been in conversation and 
disagreement on this issue since before I was ordained 30 years ago.  We do not ordain openly 
LGBTQ persons as of now.  UM clergy are not allowed to officiate at same sex weddings even 
though same sex marriage has been recognized in Indiana since 2014.  The conversation 
continues on this issue.  In that we are a global church, the disagreement on this issue is not 
going to be easily resolved.  I have been on the losing side of this conversation for all of my 30 
years of professional ministry and yet I remain in the church because I know we cannot change 
the status quo from the outside looking in.  You may or may not agree with my view on this 
issue, but then that is the beauty of the UMC.  We can disagree and remain united by God’s 
eternal grace.  We can be brothers and sisters who remain united even though we are not always 
like minded.  I actually love that reality about the church.  I may have been on the losing end of 
this particular conversation, but I am not about to walk away from this disagreement.  I am 
committed to the conversation and to the denomination.   
 
In my opinion…no denomination is better at service around the world on behalf of Jesus Christ 
that ours.  United Methodists have established mission posts around the globe to address 
education, health, and welfare issues.  This very church has traveled to mission sites in India, 
Cuba, Guatemala, Bolivia, and various places on the African Continent to name just a few.  We 
have youth traveling in mission this very morning as they are going to a mission site in North 



Carolina.  This church has been all over this nation offering comfort and service in times of crisis 
and recovery.  Mission is in the DNA of this local church and of the denomination.  It is said that 
in response to various kinds of crisis – natural and social – the Methodists and the Mennonites go 
and stay.  The two denominations serving together have been called the M and Ms.  I know that 
what we do together as United Methodists we could never do alone.  Our work is funded through 
apportionments paid through local UM congregations and those monies fund ministries of 
compassion and impact around the world.  Next time you hear the word, “apportionments” 
respond with, “Thank you Jesus!”  We have power for a great impact for Christ together that we 
could never have as an individual church.   
 
This United Methodist Church is connected to every other UM church.  There are around 32,000 
UM congregations in the United States.  We are connected to each other including over 7 million 
members in America plus an additional millions of members in Africa, Asia, and Europe.  There 
are nearly 50,000 UMC clergy around the globe as well.  We are in mission in 135 countries. 
Think about that! We are in mission right here in Indianapolis as well as serving in 135 
countries.  We serve those who are hungry, homeless, displaced, suffering, afraid, lonely, ill and 
struggling all over the planet.  There is power in pooling our faith, wisdom and resources.  
Together we make a glorious impact for Christ around the globe.   
 
In the next few years the goals for the denomination include: 

• Starting two new faith communities a day 
• Creating a culture of call in every faith community – that every member is a minister and 

we are all called to service 
• Reach 1 million children with life-saving health interventions 
• Partner with 30,000 schools to help end poverty 
• Equipping congregations with disciple making practices 

 
Bringing these goals to life will bring new hope and life to the world.  As United Methodists, we 
still rely on the Bible is our book, our guide, our instruction manual for living faithfully.  The 
Bible is essential to our understanding of God and the life that God intends for us. As UM, we 
serve gladly and share generously.  As UM, we continue to grow through our own investigation 
of scripture and tradition using our reason and experience rather than relying on a strict 
catechism to which we must agree.   
 
We have our challenges.  We have our disagreements.  Yet, to my way of thinking and living, 
The United Methodist Church is still God’s glorious gift to humanity and it takes each and every 
one of us to live out our mission…to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. It is a big dream and it can only be accomplished by every United Methodist  
bringing that dream to reality.   
 
 I am still a UM and will always be.  I need the denomination even when it aggravates me and it 
needs all of us to live and serve faithfully.   
 
You are needed by a little boy in Zimbabwe who has a pair of shoes and a beautiful sweater to 
keep him warm this winter because of you.  You are needed by a father in Bolivia who needs 
medication to keep his well so that he can provide for her family.  You are needed by an orphan 



in Haiti who would not have clean water without your generosity.  You are part of the Imagine 
No Malaria Campaign all through the continent of Africa providing netting for thousands of 
Africans who can sleep protected from malaria carrying mosquitoes. You provide food to 
refugees, shelter to the homeless and grace to the forgotten.  The list of what we do as a 
denomination would take literally days to share.  Who we are as United Methodists – well that is 
easy – we are God’s grace filled beloved children.  We are the people of the resurrection and 
ambassadors for Jesus Christ! We are United Methodists.  Thanks be to God for who we are and 
who we are becoming! 
 
 


