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I recently read an article titled How A Charlie Brown Christmas almost didn’t happen. 

Early December marked the 51st Anniversary of A Charlie Brown Christmas. It has become a 

staple in my life and many others around our nation to celebrate Christmas. There are many 

others, I realize that, like It’s A Wonderful Life, Miracle on 34th Street, Home Alone, A 

Christmas Story, and many others. I can’t imagine Christmas without those movies, especially 

Charlie Brown. It almost didn’t happen though.  

A Charlie Brown Christmas was created by Charles Shulz on a shoestring budget in 

1965. What most people don’t know is that it almost didn’t happen. Some of the reasons were, 

according to the article, that the executives didn’t like the fact that Shulz’s team used children for 

the voices instead of children. They also had a problem with the jazz soundtrack, which makes 

the show what is today. Last but not least, there was an issue with one monologue by a little boy 

named Linus in the show. Charlie Brown asks the question, “Does anybody know the meaning of 

Christmas?” And Linus speaks up using the famous words from the Gospel of Luke in the King 

James Bible. The execs didn’t think that viewers would want to sit through verses out of the 

King James Bible, but Charles Shulz wouldn’t budge.  

The article states that “Charles Schulz knew that the Luke reading by Linus was the heart 

and soul of the story.” What if Schulz and the team decided to leave that part out? It would have 

lost the heart and soul of the story. Today, on Christmas Day, we have to consider how our lives 

are different because of what happened on this day long ago. Let’s hear the story again this 

morning.    
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What if our lives remain the same after Christmas? Who won’t hear the good news? Who won’t 
experience God’s love? How will the light not shine, because our lives aren’t changed by the 
Good News we receive this day?  
 
Traditionally on Christmas Day or the Sunday following Christmas, we read from John 1. It 
doesn’t sound exactly like the birth narrative of Jesus, but in a mysterious way it is. The Word 
became flesh at Christmas. Jesus the true light comes into the world. Because of this day, we 
never have to live in darkness, but can have the light of life shine in and through our lives.  
 
Because of the gift of God’s presence that we receive at Christmas, our lives, our journeys 
should never be the same. We have been on a journey during the season of Advent and today, we 
end our journey not at the manger, but by following the light of Jesus Christ. What if we leave 
this place renewed, recommitted, and reenergized to be the light of the world? Then the light will 
shine in the darkness and Christ will be born in us.  
 
Let us pray together:  
 
God of light and hope and love,  
This morning we come to the end of one journey, the season of Advent, and we begin another. 
You have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word, Jesus Christ. Just as we have 
journeyed with Mary and Joseph and entered into to their lives for the short season of Advent, 
we have now come to the manger and have experience your presence in the Christ child. Grant 
that Jesus’ light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives and in all we do.  
As we now begin our journey from the manger into the world, help us to go forth with your love, 
joy, peace, and kindness in our hearts through the power and inspiration of your Holy Spirit. Be 
with us and bless us as we go forth!  
In the name of Jesus the Christ we pray. Amen.  
 


