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Luke 2:39-52   (NRSV) 
 
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favor of God was upon him. 
 
Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when he was 
twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they 
started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 
Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to 
look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to 
Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at 
his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his 
mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been 
searching for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he said to 
them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His 
mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
 
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 
 
 
 
 
While today is not the first Sunday in the season of Advent, Matt and I are beginning our look at 
some of the names given to Jesus the Messiah by the early Christian community.  
 
The names that we are going to focus on are the ones found in the prophet Isaiah's text that the 
early church came to understand as referring to Jesus. 
 
But those are not the only names that were ascribed to Jesus. 
 
Throughout the Gospels titles are given to Jesus to help the early followers (and us as well) to 
understand just who Jesus was and is. 
 
The author of Matthew composed the gospel with a Jewish audience in mind, so he goes to 
great lengths to "prove" who Jesus is by linking him up to the Hebrew Bible. 
 
If you have never read Matthew carefully you may want to take another look. 
 
It is written in five sections --- Just like the Torah of the Hebrew Bible 
and the purpose of the book is to demonstrate that Jesus is the NEW lawgiver --- where the Torah 
showed Moses as the lawgiver. 

In Matthew's birth story just like Moses, Jesus has to be hidden because the Empire wants 
to kill him  

  Pharaoh slaughters all the children 
  Herod does the same 



 Jesus must go to Egypt so that he can return (like Israel did in Hebrew Bible)  
 
Matthew goes to great lengths to prove to his readers that Jesus is the Messiah that was 
predicted in the Jewish scriptures --- what we often call the Old Testament 
 
Luke, in his birth stories, is not as interested in demonstrating that Jesus is the Jewish Messiah --- 
but rather that Jesus is the Messiah that has been anticipated since the beginning of time. 
 
Again --- a quick look both Matthew and Luke illustrate this 
 
Mathew's genealogy wants to prove that Jesus is of the lineage of David --- thus it goes back to 
Abraham (the father of the Jews) and includes King David. 
 
But where does Luke's genealogy take us back to? 
 Luke wants to show that Jesus is a son of Adam 
 
Luke's Jesus is not just the Jewish Messiah --- Jesus is the Messiah for all. 
 
But both are influenced by the oracle that is found in Isaiah chapter 9 that will be the focal point 
for our preaching this advent season. 
 
Isaiah writes 

The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
. . . 
For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
 

These words are familiar because we read them each and every Advent Season, but more than 
that we know these words from George Frideric Handel's famous MESSIAH. 
 
In the summer of 1741, George Frederic Handel was a 56-year old composer and suffering from 
poor health following a stroke and in considerable financial difficulty, he was at the low point of 
his musical career.  
 
Charles Jennens had sent a copy of his libretto to Handel and twenty-four days later, George 
Frideric Handel had finished the Messiah, the most famous oratorio ever written.  
 
We all know the majesty and triumph of The Hallelujah Chorus that concludes this masterwork.  
 



It is in the twelfth song of the first movement that Handel captures the exuberant, joy of Isaiah 
9:2-7.   
 
Titled "for unto us a child is born" Handel lays out for us our four titles for Jesus. 
 
While the early church came to understand that Isaiah was predicting the future Messiah --- 
Jesus --- it is clear that the author did not intend it that way. 
 
Isaiah, in the 8th century (BCE), was writing most likely to celebrate the birth of a new royal 
prince in Jerusalem --- or the coronation of a new king. 
 
Isaiah was filled with hope that this new king would usher in a new age --- an age filled with 
peace and prosperity. 
 
The people had been living in a difficult time --- they were as Isaiah wrote --- a people who lived 
in deep darkness. 
 
But with this new king --- light would shine upon them. 
 
And he gives this new king four rather lofty titles 
 Wonderful Counselor 
 Mighty God 
 Everlasting Father 
 Prince of Peace 
 
We will look at each of these titles and how they have shaped how we understand Jesus and 
our expectations for him 
 
WONDERFUL COUNSELOR 

Handel misunderstood the Hebrew and he put a comma between wonderful and 
counselor thus creating two titles. 

But in the Hebrew it is meant as one 
 
This new king will be a Wonderful Counselor 
 A counselor of great wonders 
 
This word counselor refers to governance or the ability to execute policy 
 
Isaiah is rejoicing that God has risen up a new king who will initiate policies and practices that 
will dazzle in effectiveness and benefit the entire kingdom. 
 
This morning is Christ the King Sunday --- a relatively new addition to our liturgical calendar.  This 
is the last Sunday of the ecclesiastical year --- Advent begins a new cycle. 
 
We celebrate Christ the King to remind us that Jesus is the king of our lives and the universe 
 
It seems very appropriate that we begin this series today since all these titles given by Isaiah are 
filled with royal imagery. 
 
Just as Isaiah wrote during a time of distress for the Jewish people --- the Assyrian Empire was 
growing stronger and stronger 



Jesus entered the world that was controlled by the Roman Empire and their oppressive 
practices 
 

Luke clearly identifies this issue in the opening of his Gospel: 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 

 
Walter Brueggemann in his book "Names for the Messiah" writes: 

The larger drama of the Gospel exhibits the way in which King Jesus takes issue with the 
royal power of Rome and subsequently with every regime of power that imagines it is 
ultimate and absolute.  The power of King Jesus is intrinsically revolutionary and 
subversive against every repressive regime. 

 
So in Isaiah, the early church got a glimpse of what this promised king should look like and how 
he would oppose the evil empirical power of Rome. 
 
The early church believed that Jesus will bring about a new regime of peace and well-being 
that will displace the Roman order of violence and extortion. 
 
The saw in King Jesus the manifestation of these four royal titles that the oracle of Isaiah had 
announced. 
 Wonderful Counselor 
 Mighty God 
 Everlasting Father 
 Prince of Peace 
 
Jesus, as a wonderful counselor, will bring about extraordinary plans and policies. 
 And he will do this by re-ordering the life of the Jewish people 
 
Brueggemann suggest that the early church saw five things in Jesus that helped them identify 
him as the Wonderful Counselor of Isaiah chapter 9 
 
Jesus was wise. 
 
Throughout the Gospels people are asking where Jesus gets his wisdom from. 
 
He is proclaimed for his wisdom as a child 
 The familiar story of the visit to the temple 
As well as an adult 
 
Roman power was seen as foolishness but the authority and the path of Jesus was seen as wise 
and extraordinary 
 
Jesus was extraordinary 
 
Jesus displayed an authority that was unlike anyone else's 

Mark 1:22    (NRSV) 
They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and 
not as the scribes. 

 
His teaching was presenting a totally different world-view --- a new way to look at the world. 



 
Jesus' teaching and actions were full of wisdom 
 
His healings demonstrated his wisdom and power 
 
Jesus, when John the Baptist's disciples come to ask on behalf of John, Jesus says to them: 

“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good 
news brought to them. 

 
What Jesus was doing was never seen before and could not be explained 
 
Jesus challenged the empire 
 
All that Jesus was doing was a huge threat to the Empire. 
 He was seen as dangerous and subversive 
 
If you are not sure about this go and read the beatitudes found in Matthew's Gospel. 

Jesus turns the world upside down and offers a whole new paradigm 
 
Jesus is not killed because he was a nice guy who went around healing people --- he was 
executed because he was threatening a revolution. 
 
Mary anticipated this when in her song she proclaimed: 

Luke 1:51-53    (NRSV) 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 

 
But maybe the most important thing this Wonderful Counselor did was: Jesus invited us to join 
him on his mission 
 
Before Jesus is executed by Rome, this wise, transformative King invited his followers to continue 
his way of subversive astonishment and transformation of the world. 
 
And we are invited to do the same. 
 
We have been called to a new vocation. 
 
We are invited to be a part of this new Kingdom --- one that wants to turn the world upside 
down. 
 
The words of Isaiah held out hope for his generation.  
 And hope for ours. 
 
God was not abandoning Israel to invasion and disaster, but was promising that in spite of the 
prospect of war there was a glorious future ahead.  
 
Jesus also entered into a difficult and dark world.  



 
But like this promised King from Isaiah, Jesus offers a new path. 
 
The question remains --- are we willing to follow the wonderful counsel of King Jesus?  

Are we willing to challenge the status quo and seek God's kingdom rather than our own? 
If we are to do that --- we must take up the light of Jesus and use it to dispel the darkness that 
surrounds us 
 
May Jesus be the Wonderful Counselor for your life --- and may you have the courage to follow 
the plan and counsel that he gives to you.  Amen. 


