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From the Desk of Pastor Steve 
I turned 59 in August, and in the past few weeks I have 

noticed many changes in my life.  In October Nancy and 

I are scheduled to run a half marathon in Georgia, but 

my training is going slowly.  While I have always suffered 

from allergies, this year has been exceptionally difficult.  

When I first went to the doctor, she encouraged me to 

not only see an allergist, but to lose some weight.  When 

running became increasing difficult (primarily due to an 

inability to breathe), and I struggled just to run a 5k, I 

decided I needed to listen.  I have made an 

appointment with an allergist for later in September (the 

soonest I could get in) and have lost most of the weight 

that the doctor (for years) has been encouraging me to 

lose.  Giving up donuts on Sunday has been the most 

challenging thing --- but I have thus far refused to give 

up my Caramel Macchiato that is my Sunday morning 

treat.  

   

This whole aging thing has also made me examine some 

of my attitudes well.  Nancy and I have spent many 

hours over the years talking about the language that we 

heard passed down from our grandparents through our 

parents and to us.  Many words that were “normal” to 

our grandparents are not only now unacceptable but 

are seen as offensive.  (Not that they really weren’t back 

then).  What brought this up was a conversation that we 

had with one of our daughters who was here visiting.  I 

was tasked with picking a place to go out and when we 

arrived, we found it was “Drag Queen Bingo Night.”  I 

found that some of the language that I had learned, 

which was cutting edge, open, and acceptable at the 

time (or so I thought) was now seen in a whole new light. 

It opened up an amazing conversation about privilege 

and other topics.  What really struck me, was that I had 

had some of these same conversations with my parents 

in the 80’s when I was her age.  To say it was humbling is  

 

 

 

an understatement --- but it was also eye opening.  I 

struggle with my privilege; at least I thought I had.  

   

Preaching from the Letter of James has certainly turned 

over much soil in my life that I would have preferred to 

let lie.  But part of the journey, if you want to experience 

the transformation that Jesus speaks of, requires us to 

wrestle with many of the values that we have clung to 

and used to protect ourselves with.  As we move into 

September, I promise to leave James behind on Sunday 

mornings and will look at some topics that I think can 

help us grow in some more comfortable ways.  I will, 

however, be offering a short-term study on the book of 

James, beginning on Wednesday, September 4, that will 

run for five weeks.  I appreciate all of you who have 

been asking for this study.  

   

While I am not offering DISCIPLE Bible Study this fall, we 

have many great things planned to provide 

opportunities for you to grow as a Disciple of Jesus.  

Along with the study of the Letter of James, I want to 

encourage you to come to our MORE! with Meridian 

class that will be held on Sunday afternoons.  This is a 

great opportunity to learn more about the WHY’s of 

what we do.  In October we will be offering a short term 

How To Read the Bible class.  It could easily be called 

Bible 101, but it will be so much more.  Many of us are 

intimidated by the Bible and we hope to help create a 

path so that you can begin to engage with God’s 

unique story.  In late November we will be offering an 

Advent Study to help us prepare for the season.  These 

short-term studies will all be held on Wednesday 

evenings.  

   

If you want to grow in your relationship with Jesus, we 

hope that these offerings will help.  

   

See you Sunday, Pastor Steve

September 2019 
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An Update on The United Methodist Church 

from Pastor Mary  
The Meridian Street UMC leadership made a 

commitment to keep you all informed about 

denominational developments in the wake of the 2019 

General Conference of The United Methodist Church. I 

read Pastor Steve’s article in the July Meridian 

Messenger, and he did a great job summarizing our 

connectional structure and how that shapes our polity 

and practice, as well as some of the different groups 

involved in the current struggle over LGBTQ+ inclusion 

and affirmation. Since that article, there have been a 

few developments, but we are still largely, as Pastor 

Steve said, “in a holding pattern.” In that spirit of keeping 

you all informed, I will share with you a few newsworthy 

developments. But first, I want to share with you my own 

thoughts on where we are as a United Methodist 

Church.  

 

In this moment of our beloved Church, it is really easy to 

get lost in the weeds. For me, it seems like every day 

there’s a news article or blog post about the UMC 

clamoring for my attention, and it is so tempting to focus 

on all the “what-ifs” about our future. But, in my opinion, 

that’s not where our attention should be. Don’t get me 

wrong — the work people are doing to navigate our 

way forward as a Church is important. I just don’t think 

it’s the most important thing right now. So, what is? I think 

it’s important for all of us, as individuals and churches, to 

get really clear on where we’re at on this conflict about 

LGBTQ+ people and the Church. It may be that “really 

clear” for some means acknowledging that they don’t 

know and working through that. For others including 

myself, “really clear” means reaffirming our commitment 

to a just, inclusive, and affirming church. For Meridian 

Street UMC, the first step of getting “really clear” was to 

adopt our Statement of Inclusion. All of this is important. 

But it doesn’t stop there — we must now live into it. The 

more we are clear about who we are as the Church in 

this moment, the more we are free to BE the Church in 

and with our community.   

  

Now, at the risk of leading you into those disorienting 

weeds, I will share with you some newsworthy 

developments:  

  

 

Bishop Wilke’s Plea to the UMC 

Bishop Wilke, author of the long-running four-part 

Disciple Bible Study, made a public statement on the 

current conflict in The United Methodist Church, 

including a plea “to heal and not divide.” You can 

watch it here. 

  

United Methodist Women Combat LGBTQ Youth Suicide  

The United Methodist Women recently awarded two 

$50,000 grants to support efforts to prevent suicide 

among LGBTQ youth. These grants were awarded to The 

Trevor Foundation and the Tyler Clementi Foundation. 

Learn more at unitedmethodistwomen.org  

  

Complaint against Rev. Anna Blaedel  

A clergyperson in the Iowa Conference, Rev. Anna 

Blaedel, is facing charges for being a “self-avowed, 

practicing homosexual.” The charges have been 

referred to church trial. As it was publicly revealed that 

the complainant is a layperson in the Indiana 

Conference, hundreds of Indiana United Methodists 

responded with an open letter of solidarity with Rev. 

Blaedel. You can read it here.  

  

“Exit Plan” Legislation in Question  

The Council of Bishops has requested a Judicial Council 

review on the implications of invalid votes at the 2019 

General Conference. The investigation into voting 

irregularities raised the possibility that one piece of 

legislation passed at the General Conference — 

specifically the disaffiliation legislation, commonly called 

the “exit plan” — is not valid, due to the extremely close 

margin by which it passed. Read more at UMNews.org  

  

2020 General Conference Petitions  

Changes to the Book of Discipline (our official church 

“law”) can only be made by the General Conference. 

Our next General Conference is in May 2020, and the 

deadline to submit petitions for consideration is 

September 18, 2019. In accordance with our rules, 

petitions to change our Book of Discipline can and will 

come from a variety of sources — individuals, 

congregations, Annual Conferences, general agencies, 

caucus groups, or other affiliated organizations. These 

petitions will address a wide variety of topics; some will 

propose minor tweaks to our Book of Discipline, while 

others will be much more substantive. We expect to see 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EOq-1uet_Y&feature=youtu.be
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScz5fmtAB37Ox9SMvI9HR7YgX1a4fVlXSUt1OiyoE_8tmGKHQ/viewform
http://www.umnews.org/


 

3 
 

many petitions related to LGBTQ+ inclusion and 

affirmation.   

  

I share all that with you to provide some context for some 

of the news you may be hearing about proposals 

heading to General Conference. Any that you hear 

about are just one of many. They will not all even make 

it to the floor for a vote. (Ask me if you want to know 

more about that part of our legislative process!) The ones 

that do will be debated, modified, and voted upon by 

the whole General Conference body. Here are a few 

petitions that are in the news right now. Know that there 

will be many more in the weeks to come. 

  

UMCNext Proposal  

This plan was developed by the UMCNext Coalition and 

is supported by Reconciling Ministries Network, Uniting 

Methodists, and Mainstream UMC.  You can read the 

entire proposal at umcnext.com/proposal  

  

Indianapolis Plan  

This plan was named after our city because the 

developers met here to work on the plan, not because 

it comes out of our conference. This plan was developed 

by leaders of the Wesleyan Covenant Association and 

the Good News Movement, the president of one of our 

United Methodist seminaries, and several individual 

pastors and laity across the connection and with a mix 

of theological leanings. You can read a draft of that 

proposal here.  

  

Indiana Conference Delegation Begins Work  

The elected General and Jurisdictional Conference 

delegation from our Indiana Conference held their first 

meeting on July 27. The delegation will continue to meet 

in the months ahead as they review proposed legislation 

and prepare for the Conferences in 2020. You can 

contact the delegation with your concerns and 

encouragement at: 2020gcdelegation@inumc.org  

  

If you’re interested in learning more about these and 

other developments in our denomination, I encourage 

you to follow umnews.org.  

  

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Mary 

 

 

FROM THE MAILBAG 
Check out these notes from two of our amazing ministry partners in this community, organizations you supported this 

summer through our granting programs! 

 

Dear Meridian Street UMC,  

 

Thank you so much for your generous support of Hear 

Indiana Listening & Spoken Language Camp through 

the Otto Legacy Fund! At closing ceremonies, 

graduating camper Rachel talked about the lifelong 

friends she met at camp who helped her learn to accept 

her hearing loss. 

What an amazing 

gift you have given 

to these campers. 

Thank you!  

  

Sincerely,  

Emily & Naomi  

Hear Indiana 

Team 

 

Dear Meridian Street UMC, 

 

Thank you for helping us have a fun and safe summer. 

We are ready for school and loving to read more and 

more each day! Stay tuned for the amazing things we 

will accomplish in 2019-2020.  

  

-MULK Center 

Youth (signed by 

Elisa, Kendall, 

Kenneth, Jamrya, 

Damon, LoRiah, 

Jason, Steffon, 

Bryan, DJ, Barbara, 

DaMya, Ethel, 

Andre, and Daylin) 

 

http://www.umcnext.com/proposal
https://newmethodism.wordpress.com/2019/08/14/introducing-the-indianapolis-plan/
mailto:2020gcdelegation@inumc.org
http://www.umnews.org/
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Spotlight on our Ministry Partners 

Fletcher Place Community Center 

Have you visited Fletcher Place lately? This Community Center, a 

Methodist institution in Indianapolis that dates to 1872, continues its vital 

work of easing the suffering of those in our 

city struggling with life’s basic needs 

through its food pantry, thrift shop, 

preschool, and so much more. Meridian 

Street UMC is honored to partner with 

Fletcher Place through our financial 

support, other donations, and volunteer 

work.  

 

Thank you, Frank and Meridian Street UMC for your continued support of our partners in 

ministry at Fletcher Place Community Center! 

 

 

 

Well done! 

We collected 128 bags of clothes for the 

Family Promise clothing drive! Those 

clothes are exchanged for Goodwill 

vouchers that will allow families 

experiencing homelessness to shop for 

much-needed supplies. 

 

Thank you for caring for our neighbors with 

your generous donations!  

 

 

 

One of members, Frank 

Ricketts, is a passionate 

and committed supporter 

of Fletcher Place, and he 

wants you to join him!  

  

“Please consider being 

an extension of God's 

hands and be a blessing 

to our neighbors. Not only 

do you help provide 

basic needs, but your gift 

helps people regain their 

self-dignity and pride. 

 

“Never underestimate the 

power of a simple 

donation of books, 

bathroom tissue, a pair of 

shoes, a sweater, a 

jacket. Someone is 

without, and you have the 

power to change their 

situation. Be the hand of 

God that someone needs. 

It is our duty and 

privilege.”  

IT’S SO EASY TO HELP! 

  

✓ Donate gently used clothing, shoes, children's books and bathroom 

tissue. Bring items to the bins by the elevators in the Welcome 

Center.  

✓ Donate basic staples for the food pantry, such as peanut butter, 

jelly, cereal, pasta, canned vegetables, sauces.  

✓ Mark your calendar or The Christmas Store on December 7th. Details 

will be coming as to what will be needed this year and how you can 

support this annual event.  

✓ Collect your loose change and place it in the offering plate on 

Sunday morning. Throughout the month of September, all loose 

change offering will go to support Fletcher Place.  
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MORE! with Meridian 

Do you want to do MORE than just show up for church 

on Sunday morning? Join us beginning September 29 

for this five-week, informal class to learn more about 

Meridian Street United Methodist Church, what it 

means to be a United Methodist, and the many ways 

you can plug into the ministry and service 

opportunities here. Each week, we will share a light 

lunch and discuss what it means to be connected in 

and with our church.  

 

While this class is for those considering membership at 

Meridian Street, it’s so more than that! This is a class for 

anyone wanting to learn more about our church and 

looking to get more plugged in -- whether you’re new 

to the church or you’ve been here for 50 years. Class 

topics include our Wesleyan understandings of grace, 

sacraments, and scripture; discipleship opportunities 

for children, youth, and adults; our rich history as 

United Methodists in this city and around the world; 

what it means to support the church with our prayers, 

presence, gifts, service, and witness; and much 

more!   

  

RSVPs are helpful but not required. Please contact 

Mary Sue McAlister in the church office at 

mmcalister@meridianstreet.org or 317-253-3237. Or 

talk with one of the pastors. Childcare available upon 

request. 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES  
It is time for 

Chancel 

Choir and 

Bells to begin 

rehearsals 

for the fall 

and YOU are 

invited to 

join us!  All 

participation 

in choirs and 

bell groups is 

by open invitation and short-term options are available 

for those with busy schedules. 

 

• Rehearsals for Chancel Choir will begin on 

Wednesday, August 28 at 7:15 p.m.  We meet 

weekly in the Sanctuary and sing for 10:30 

worship service weekly. 

• Chancel Bells will begin rehearsals Sunday, 

September 8 from 11:45 – 12:45 p.m. 

• Gospel Ringers, grades 2 – 5, will begin rehearsals 

Sunday, September 8 from 9:30-10:15 a.m. 

• Celebration Ringers is a collaborative 

youth/adult bell choir that will offer some short-

term opportunities throughout the year.  It is open 

to anyone grade 6 through adult. 

 

If you are interested, please make it a priority to contact 

Peggy Marshall, Director of Music Ministries; Miriam Wells-

Metelko, Director of Chancel and Celebration Bells; or 

Beth Larner, Director of Gospel Ringers with any 

questions you have.  We would love to have you join in 

all the musical fun and worship opportunities Meridian 

Street has to offer! 

mailto:mmcalister@meridianstreet.org
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Youth Update 

by Leigh Heydenburg, 

Minister of Youth and 

Young Adults 
I have been having an 

awesome time getting to 

know our youth. This is a 

bright, fun and caring group 

of kids and I truly see the light 

of God in them. In Sunday School we have been 

studying a curriculum called, “Life-lines”. Our discussions 

have been about how great friendships are like life-lines; 

they are people we can be authentic with and help us 

grow in Christ. We have been studying how 

characteristics from Jesus’s interaction with the woman 

at the well and Mary and Martha show that he was able 

to meet people where they were at without any 

judgement but show loving care in helping them grow 

as individuals and in faith.  The wisdom we studied from 

our reading was something the youth found very 

relatable to real life situations and friendships. This 

reflection created a new excitement for starting this 

school semester as youth meet new people during 

classes and after school activities.   

 

Our overall focus of this month in Sunday School has 

been allowing this scripture to resonate in our hearts:  

 

Ephesians 5:1-2   

Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved 

children and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved 

us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 

sacrifice to God.  

   

The Youth Fall Kick-off was a blast. We had a great time 

playing Kick-Ball and we made up fun and silly rules to 

follow each inning. One of the times we had to run 

backwards which was challenging! It was a beautiful 

day to have fellowship, food and games.  

 

Our first Game Night of the year was lots of fun. We 

played a church-wide game of Sardines which was 

crazy because there are so many places you can hide 

in this church. We all had pizza, great conversations, 

games and prayer together.   

 

Our first UMYF Youth Group meeting was this last Friday. 

We had a fun and interactive time embarking on our 

journey of discipleship together. We started by building 

a group covenant of what we hope to accomplish, 

what values we would like to share and how we would 

like to impact the community. There was a fun and 

competitive building activity demonstrating how 

important it is to have a strong foundation in Christ. We 

did a bible reading on building a solid foundation and 

then split off into small group discussions. We closed in 

some worship, prayer and an awesome game of around 

the world ping-pong.  

 

We are looking forward to our Fall Retreat coming up 

September 27- 29. We will enjoy many fellowship 

opportunities in games, activities, campfires and hikes. 

We will also have time prepared for prayer, worship and 

allowing God’s word to transform our hearts.  I am 

looking forward to growing more as a group and all the 

new experiences we will have together in Youth Group, 

Sunday School and beyond.  

 

I’d love to connect more to answer any questions, and 

discuss any thoughts, ideas or prayer requests you may 

have. Please reach out to me any time at 

lheydenburg@meridianstreet.org. You may follow 

updates by liking us on Facebook and Instagram 

(msumcyouth). 

 

 

 

Family 

 

 

 

 

 

All Church Fall Celebration: Sunday, September 22 

Plan to attend the Fall Celebration on the front lawn following the 10:30 a.m. worship service 

on Sunday, September 22. The Butler Band will again be on hand to accompany you as you 

leave worship to enjoy lunch with your church family. Byrnes Pizza will be here with their 

delicious wood grilled pizza, and the church will provide salad and drinks. And what would 

this event be without the Cake Walk, bounce houses, 9 square, and of course the face 

painter and balloon artist. Please let Mary Sue in the church office know if you can donate 

a cake or any kind of dessert for the Cake Walk! Lunch is free, donations are welcome.  

 

lheydenburg@meridianstreet.org
https://www.facebook.com/MSUMC-Youth-725390534584354/?modal=admin_todo_tour
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Family and Neighborhood Ministries  

by Bethany Scott, Minister of Families and 

Neighborhood Outreach 

Back to School! In August our mission focus was on 

James Whitcomb Riley School 43 

and the Martin Luther King 

Community Center and we 

continue our partnership in 

ministry with them as the new 

school year begins. We 

welcomed the school principal 

and the MLK Center director here 

for mission moments, and we 

participated in School 43’s Back 

to School Bash and Community 

Blessing at the school.    

 

In September volunteer tutors will get started. More tutors 

are needed- if you are interested in this opportunity to 

read with a child and be a mentor to youth, contact 

Bethany at bscott@meridianstreet.org. Tutoring hours at 

School 43 include various daytime hours or tutors at the 

MLK Center are needed from 4-6 p.m.  on weekdays.  

School 43 is also working to renovate their library and 

media center. You are invited to make a designated 

donation to Meridian Street toward purchases on their 

book list to help support literacy.  

  

Back to School 

Bash  

All our children’s 

ministries are 

getting back in full 

swing as Children’s 

Day In (CDI) is 

back to school at 

Meridian Street 

and Meridian 

Street Sports is beginning practices for the fall soccer 

season. Those two ministries mean the church is a busy 

place all through the week, with soccer games on 

Saturdays starting September 7. On Sundays we are 

diving into the Bible in all our children’s Sunday School 

classes. We are ready to see our children grow and 

excited for all we will learn!  

Our Back to School Bash after 

church on August 18 was a 

fun event! Thanks to the 

volunteers including the 

Gathering of Men who and all 

who brought food to share as 

we celebrated the new 

school year with the bounce 

houses, face paint, and 

balloon creations.   

 

Trunk or Treat October 27, 4-6 p.m. It will soon be Trunk or 

Treat time! Save the date, keep your eye out for sales on 

candy and start planning your trunk decorations. 

Contact Bethany at bscott@meridianstreet.org if you’d 

like to help with this event.   

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS   

Colts Watch Parties at the MLK Center   

The community is invited to watch the Colts vs. Chargers 

at the MLK Center (40 W 40th St) on September 8th. 

Doors open at 3:45 p.m.  This is a free and public event 

with pizza and wings included. Watch Parties will also be 

held on October 27th and November 10th.  

  

Sunday, September 15, 5-7 p.m. “Mental Health and the 

Church” at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church (4625 N 

Kenwood Ave) with speaker Rev. Dr. Sarah Griffith Lund. 

Free community meal at 5 p.m. followed by the speaker 

and discussion. She is the author of the memoir Blessed 

are the Crazy: Breaking the Silence about Mental Illness, 

Family and Church, and is the Senior Pastor at First 

Congregational UCC of Indianapolis. This is the final 

event in the Mental Health and our Community dinner 

and discussion series organized by the Butler Tarkington 

faith community.   

   

Butler Seminars on Religion and Incarceration  

All seminars are at The Shelton Auditorium. Free 

admission, open to the public, no ticket required.   

The first seminar is Tuesday, September 24 at 7 p.m. on 

Incarceration, Christianity, and Black Bodies. Why are 

black Americans disproportionately incarcerated in 

America? In this session, we explore the historical, social, 

cultural, and religious roots of this injustice through the 

lens of black theology and with reference to the 

resources of the black church. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

September 4 Start of five-week study of the Letter of James 

September 15 Bible Sunday – 2nd Grade 

September 21 Fall Sports Celebration 

September 22 All Church Fall Celebration – following worship 

September 29 MORE! with Meridian classes begin 

September 29 Serve at Soup’s On at Roberts Park 

October 20 Raina Wood Organ Recital 

October 27 Trunk or Treat 

October 27 Family Promise Hosting Week 

 

Learn about these and other programs at meridianstreet.org 
 


