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From the Desk of Pastor Steve 
Greetings from Israel! 
On Monday, January 20th, a group of 32 left Indianapolis for a trip of a lifetime. We spent 
the first few days by the Sea of Galilee experiencing the many places that Jesus preached 
his radical message of love to the Jewish people. When we went up to the Mount of 

Beatitudes and remembered what we have been 
studying together back home --- it was a powerful 
experience. Just to be in the places where Jesus was 
actively performing miracles is amazing.  
 
For me, one of the highlights of the Galilee portion of 
our trip was going to the town of Magdala. This is the 
home of Mary Magdalene and is a part of the country 
along the Sea of Galilee. A few years back a 
synagogue was found from the time of Jesus - it gives me 
chills just thinking about it. The site is run by a Roman Catholic organization and the 

priest was serving in Mount Comfort before being sent to Magdala. His (real) sister is a 
nun and she gave us a most amazing tour of the site and captivated our hearts as she brought the synagogue to life.  
 
We arrived in Jerusalem Saturday, January 25 after a long day of travel and 
touring along the Jordan valley. Many in the group took a “swim” in the Dead 
Sea, just as the sun was setting behind the hills of Jerusalem. Sunday was spent 
in Bethlehem at the Church of the Nativity followed up by a visit to Yad Vashem 
(the Holocaust museum). Every person should be required to experience both 
places --- the world would be a better place. That evening, the group went in 
many different directions, some went back to Bethlehem to have dinner in 
local families’ homes. The rest of us stayed behind and after dinner I gave them 
a quick tour of the Old City of Jerusalem.  
 
We still have a few more days here in Jerusalem until about half the group returns to Indianapolis while the other half 
heads to Egypt. While we are all exhausted, I think we have all been touched by the beautiful place. Just a couple of 
days into the trip, someone said to me: “I now understand why you keep coming back.”  
 
I love this place; it speaks to my spirit in powerful ways. I wish you could all experience it. Keep praying that we all get 
home safely, and that our spirit has grown in new and powerful ways.  
 
Shalom,  
Pastor Steve 

February 2020 
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February Mission Focus: Family Promise 
On any given night in Indianapolis, more than 1,500 of 
our neighbors are experiencing homelessness 
(according to the latest “point in time” count by the 
Coalition for Homelessness Intervention & Prevention). 
More than a quarter of those people are members of 
families with children.  
 
“This is our community, family’s right here in 
Indianapolis,” Said Emily Webber, one of our Meridian 
Street UMC Family Promise coordinators. 
 
Can you envision a day when “all Hoosier families who 
are homeless, are sheltered on the day they become 
homeless, because homelessness is not an option for any 
family or individual?” That’s the vision of Family Promise 
of Greater Indianapolis, one of our long-time ministry 
partners. The Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) — Family 
Promise’s core program — is a way for congregations to 
work together to address the challenges of family 
homelessness by utilizing our existing resources. Four 
times a year, we open our church building to families so 
they have a comfortable, safe, restful place to stay. We 
also provide hospitality through home-cooked meals, 
transportation, and time with the children.  
 
How can you get involved?  
 
GIVE.  
Throughout the month of February, our loose change 
offerings on Sunday mornings will go to support the 
ministry of Family Promise. Save up your coins and bring 
them with you to worship!  
 
DONATE.  
Family Promise needs diapers! Join in the Meridian Street 
UMC Diaper Drive for Family Promise this month. Sizes 4, 
5, and 6 are needed (other size diapers not needed at 
this time). We are also collecting pull-ups and diaper 
wipes. Donations for the Family Promise Diaper Drive are 
requested this month, before February 23.  
 
SERVE.  
The next Family Promise hosting week at our church is 
February 23-29. It takes us all to do this work of hospitality! 
We need folks to hang out with kids in the evening, take 
care of laundry, provide meals, drive the van, and more. 

There are  many tasks, so many hands are needed. To 
signup online click here, or contact the church office. 
 
“There are so many ways to serve, and everyone’s gifts 
can be put to good use during our Family Promise / IHN 
hosting week! I love that this is a ministry for all ages, 
something we can do together as a family to help other 
families.”--- Emily Webber  
 
How will YOU show the love to our neighbors through 
Family Promise?  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Back by Popular Demand!  
Short Term Handbell Choir 
 
The next session for Celebration Bells - the Short-
Term Handbell Choir - begins February 16 and runs 
for six weeks, ending with playing during worship 
on March 22. Rehearsals are on Sunday mornings 
from 10-10:25 a.m. in the Handbell Room - Room 
301. Celebration Bells is open to anyone grade 6 
through adult - beginners or experienced Ringers 
are welcome! 
 
For more information, contact Miriam Wells-
Metelko at miriamwm@sbcglobal.net. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044ba4ac2ea1fe3-family9
mailto:miriamwm@sbcglobal.net
mailto:miriamwm@sbcglobal.net
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Welcome Cogan Blackmon! 
We are pleased to welcome Cogan Blackmon to the 
Meridian Street UMC staff as our Family and 

Neighborhood Ministry 
Director. Cogan 
began working with 
the church on 
January 27 and will 
be worshipping with 
us beginning on 
February 2. Be sure 
to introduce yourself 
and welcome 
Cogan! As a friendly 
reminder: Wearing 
nametags is a 

wonderful way to 
show hospitality to 

people in our congregation, including new staff 
members like Cogan. If you need a nametag, fill out one 
of the nametag request forms available in the Welcome 
Center or contact Mary Sue in the office.  
 
In December, Cogan graduated from Princeton 
Theological Seminary and, prior to this position, served 
on staff with congregations in Milwaukee, Pennsylvania, 
and New Jersey. As a native Hoosier, Cogan and his wife 
Katelyn are happy to be back in central Indiana where 
they live closer to their families. Cogan is passionate 
about strengthening young families, small group 
ministries, and civic engagement. He also enjoys 
exploring the connections between theology, 
agriculture, and food justice. Cogan is excited about the 
ways these passions can collide in the congregational 
setting.  
 
Some personal info about Cogan: Prior to his graduate 
work from Princeton Theological Seminary, Cogan 
completed a Bachelor of Arts at Valparaiso University. 
He and his wife Katelyn were high school sweethearts 
and married June 2017 in Anderson, IN before moving to 
New Jersey. Two of his favorite things are good coffee 
and great conversation. Katelyn and Cogan love 
traveling, hosting family and friends, and listening to “The 
Moth” podcast.  
 
Welcome to Meridian Street UMC, Cogan! 
 

Youth update: Looking ahead 
by Leigh Heydenburg, 
Minister of Youth and 
Young Adults 
 
We are excited to announce 
that we are launching our 
new Small Group Ministry!  
 
Once a month starting on 

January 26, we will meet for an extra hour after Sunday 
School in small groups (middle school boys + leader, 
middle school girls + leader, high school girls + leader 
and high school boys + leader) to connect relationally 

over going out for donuts or snacks and talking about 
life, challenges and how we can develop spiritual 
practices that bring us closer to God. I am so excited to 
see God work through us and walk with us in this new 
step of our journey. Please keep us in your prayers for 
developing a strong foundation of faith and friendship 
as we grow in discipleship together.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Mark your calendars for  

Meridian Street UMC 

Vacation Bible School! 

June 22-26 

Details coming soon! 
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Illinois Mission Trip with UMCOR: April 26-29  
You’re probably familiar with the many important local 
service opportunities we have here at Meridian Street 
UMC – Family Promise, Soup’s On, Habitat for Humanity, 
and more. We also travel further out to serve! Recently, 
you’ve been hearing about an international work trip 
opportunity in Guatemala this May. Perhaps you’d love 
to serve on a work trip, but you can’t get that much time 
off work or can’t fit international travel into your budget. 
 
Did you know we also have closer-to-home mission trips?   
 
In April, Meridian Street UMC is traveling to the Midwest 
Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) in Chatham, IL, one 
of the 10 cooperating depots in the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) supply network. MMDC 
serves local, state, regional, national and international 
needs.  
 
There are many work opportunities at MMDC – teams 
might make school desks to be sent all over the world, or 
they might make school bags for students and teachers. 
Work teams might also pack personal dignity kits and 
cleaning buckets for people affected by wildfires, 
tornadoes and floods. For those who volunteer at 
Freewheelin’... there’s a bike repair shop! There is also a 
need for people who can repair both electric and 
treadle sewing machines. Work opportunities are 

available for those who can stand and work all day, as 
well as those who need to sit while working. On this work 
trip, all volunteers 11 years and older can be 
accommodated!  
 
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: 
Dates: Sunday, April 26 (leaving after worship) to 
Wednesday, April 29 (returning home in time for supper)  
 
Location: Chatham, Illinois (3 ½ hour car trip, no 
passports needed!)  
 
Team Size: Reserved for 10, though may be able to 
accommodate more  
 
Itinerary: 2 ½ days of work, fellowship, worship, and 
helping God’s people around the world  
 
Approximate Cost: $100 per person for lodging, 
transportation, and meals  
 
Deadline to Sign Up: February 29  
 
Contact: Cyrena Gilman (pedialysis@aol.com) or call 
the church office (317-253-3237)  
  
Learn more about volunteering at MMDC at 
www.midwestmission.org or click here for their Mission 
brochure. 
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The United Methodist Church  
Understanding the Negotiated Protocol for 
Separation  
In January, major news outlets across the country 
reported that an ad-hoc group of United Methodists, 
organized by Bishop Yambasu of the Sierra Leone 
Annual Conference, collaborated on and unanimously 
affirmed a proposed agreement for the separation of 
The United Methodist Church. This agreement, titled the 
Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation, 
was negotiated with the help of a professional mediator.  
 
Read the official press release here (includes links to the 
full protocol and an FAQ).  
 
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 
First, it’s important to understand that nothing official has 
occurred. Let’s say that again: Nothing has been 
decided. The group that worked on this protocol was 
made up of influential leaders representing various 
caucus groups and diverse viewpoints, but this group 
has no power to speak for The United Methodist Church 
or make agreements on its behalf. The only body that 
can do that is the General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church, which meets in Minneapolis this May. 
The Indiana Annual Conference is sending 16 lay and 
clergy voting delegates to General Conference (who 
were elected last June), and they and the other 
delegates are the only ones who have the authority to 
authorize such a plan. The group that negotiated this 
Protocol readily acknowledges their lack of authority 
and has expressed that they are offering this work in 
service to the larger church, to give the General 
Conference delegates a plan to consider.  
 
With that in mind, if all goes as planned under this Plan 
of Separation (i.e. the accompanying legislation is 
adopted as is):  
 
• In 2022, the (post-separation) United Methodist 

Church will be smaller globally but with stronger 
regional independence on some polities and 
practices. It is implied that several regions — 
including the USA region will have removed the anti-
LGBTQ language from their regional polity. The 
denomination will be structurally similar to its current 
makeup (general agencies, bishops, general 
conference, etc.), just smaller and with many 

decisions about reorganization, funding, and 
branding on its plate.  

• In 2021, the Wesleyan Covenant Association will 
create its own denomination (name pending) and 
will be recruiting annual conferences and local 
churches to disaffiliate from United Methodism and 
reaffiliate with them. It is implied that this 
denomination will retain the anti-LGBTQ language in 
their polity. This new denomination will be funded by 
their own membership, along with $25 million dollars 
to be paid from United Methodist assets (total 
amount paid over four years). Through this 
agreement, the WCA gives up any claim to any 
other property or resources of The UMC beyond the 
local churches or conferences that affiliate with 
them.  

 
• In 2021, others who wish to leave United Methodism 

and create their own denomination will have access 
to $2 million dollars in seed money for their effort and 
will likewise give up all claims to common property or 
resources.  

 
• For eight years, there will also be a shared fund of $39 

million dollars which will ensure the continuation of 
existing support for racial ethnic churches, national 
plans, and Africa University. It will be distributed by 
The United Methodist Church but any expression is 
eligible to apply for those funds for their ministries.  

 
The Protocol outlines the legislative process to achieve 
these goals, as well as interim commitments made by 
the negotiating team:  
 
1. Immediately all complaints and judicial processes 

against LGBTQ+ inclusive acts will be “held in 
abeyance” (effectively a moratorium).  

 
2. The influencers and caucus group leaders on this 

team will advocate for the deal with their 
constituencies, and the parties will cease supporting 
other competing plans, such as The Indianapolis Plan 
or UMC Next.  

 
3. Annual Conferences are forbidden to close any 

churches between now and the 2020 GC (with some 
exceptions).  

(Cont. on page 6) 

https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/united-methodist-traditionalists-centrists-progressives-bishops-sign-agreement-aimed-at-separation-13133654
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Note, again, that these commitments are not binding as 
the negotiating group has no real authority.  
 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR US IN THE LOCAL CHURCH?  
 
The biggest question people seem to have about this 
protocol is “will each local church have to vote?” The 
answer seems to be “Not unless they want to.”  
 
• By May 2021, new expressions like the WCA and 

perhaps others will need to have formed and be 
ready to be affiliated with.  

 
• Annual Conferences, by default, would remain with 

the post-separation UMC. From now until July 2021 (in 
the USA), an annual conference can hold a vote 
whether to leave the UMC and affiliate with another 
new denomination. The threshold for affiliating 
elsewhere is 57%.  

 
• If a local church wants to go along with their annual 

conference, they don’t need to vote. If the local 
church desires to align differently, then they have to 
vote (and have until 2024 to do so). A church vote 

would also be required to disaffiliate and not align 
with any of the emerging expressions of Methodism.  

 
WILL THIS BE ADOPTED?  
 
It’s hard to say. General Conference is not predictable. 
However, there were a large number of “influencers” at 
the table for this mediated protocol, so the plan likely will 
gain some traction. The full legislation has not yet been 
released, so delegates are waiting to see all the details. 
It’s likely amendments to the legislation will be offered 
on the floor of General Conference, changing some of 
the details. Additionally, the Judicial Council will have to 
weigh in on this plan to see if it is “constitutional” 
according to our church polity.  
 
Confused?  
 
Nothing is the world of United Methodism is simple. Our 
decision-making system is particularly complex. As a 
result, the news rarely reports these developments 
accurately. If you’d like to know more about this 
proposed Protocol and what it means, talk with Pastor 
Steve or Pastor Mary. They’ll do their best to make sense 
of it all. 

 
 
MORE! with Meridian 
Last fall we launched a new series called MORE! with Meridian. While the class is for those considering membership 
at Meridian Street, it is also for anyone wanting to learn more about our church and do more than just show up on 
Sunday mornings. The next session of MORE! will begin on March 5 and continue through all five Sundays of March. 
The classes meet in the Conference Room starting at 11:45 a.m. and will finish by 1 p.m. During the informal classes 
you’ll learn more about Meridian Street United Methodist Church, what it means to be a United Methodist, and the 
many ways you can plug into the ministry and service opportunities here. Each week, we will share a light lunch 
and discuss what it means to be connected in and with our church.  

 
Whether you’re new to the church or you’ve been here for 50 
years you are welcome!. Class topics include our Wesleyan 
understandings of grace, sacraments, and scripture; discipleship 
opportunities for children, youth, and adults; our rich history as 
United Methodists in this city and around the world; what it means 
to support the church with our prayers, presence, gifts, service, 
and witness; and much more!   
  
RSVPs are helpful but not required. Please contact Mary Sue 
McAlister in the church office at mmcalister@meridianstreet.org 

or 317-253-3237. Or talk with one of the pastors. Childcare available upon request. 

mailto:mmcalister@meridianstreet.org
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Wishes on the Wall 
On Sunday, January 5 we bid a temporary farewell to the Sanctuary (and on January 19 the same to the Chapel). Both 
the Sanctuary and the Chapel are being completely painted for the first time in over 30 years. As part of the farewell, 
worshippers were invited to write their wishes and dreams for Meridian Street UMC in pencil on the walls of the Sanctuary. 
Captured below are a few of the many messages. The worship service concluded with the singing of God Be With You 
‘Til we Meet Again referring to the Sanctuary, “The most beautiful room in Indianapolis!” as one message read. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

8 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5500 North Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208-2658 

 
317.253.3237 

317.253.5513   fax 
meridianstreet.org 

 
 
 
 

First Class Postage
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

February 7 Youth Game Night 
February 23 Family Promise Hosting Week 
February 26 Ash Wednesday 
March 1 First Sunday of Lent 

 


