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From the Desk of Pastor Steve 

What’s going to happen to Meridian Street United Methodist Church following the General Conference being 
held in May this year? It is a question that I hear all the time, from church members and community persons 
alike. I wish I had an answer! The simple truth is I just don’t know. But I do not plan to stick my head in the sand 
and hope it goes away (because it won’t). Instead, over the next several months, we as a church will be work-
ing to better understand who we are and how we see God calling us to be. 

How are we doing this? I asked the leadership to call a task force together who would commit to meet every 
other week for the next several months. The objective - to educate the team and the church about the ramifica-
tions of all that is going on in the general church. We have met twice and have begun the discerning process of 
who we understand God wants us to be. We believe it is important to help us live into the statement we adopted 
last March, but also to recognize that God has given us agency in the process. God asks us to clarify the vision 
of Meridian Street and to chart a path to living that vision. 

For the past couple of months, a group from Meridian Street has been meeting with other, like-minded, congre-
gations so that we can work together and affirm one another in this process. As a result of these gatherings, a 
statement was written, and each congregation was asked to affirm individually. At our February Church Coun-
cil meeting the statement was adopted unanimously. 

Where do we go from here? I believe that this is so important, I have agreed to a special Meridian Street Con-
versation to be held on Sunday, March 8. We will shorten our worship services and spend 30 minutes in this initial 
conversation. In other words, two sessions will be held that day, 9:50–10:20 a.m. in the Chapel, and 11:20–11:50 
a.m. in the Sanctuary. I hope that you will stay and be a part of this important conversation. A booklet of FAQs 
will be handed out discussing where we are regarding this topic. 

This is only the beginning. Over the next four months, we will be holding additional conversations as well as 
conducting polls and sharing information about all that is happening. Members of this “Future Team” include: 
Marcia Angstadt, Jonathon Buechler, Rev. Steven Conger, Rev. Mary Dicken, Bob Greising, Dan Long, Erinn 
McClunney, Brad Romine, John Shore, Ginny Stauffer, Gail Strong and Laura Sogard. Feel free to reach out to 
anyone on the team for more information.

I want to remind you of what we adopted last March. A powerful statement of welcome to all of God’s children. 
I was told recently that we became the talk of the conference following the adoption of this statement. It seems 
that others in the conference did not see Meridian Street as the leader that I have come to know that it is. I am 
proud of you for being open and welcome to all. May God continue to guide and bless us as we move forward, 
making disciples of all of God’s Children. 

Working together to transform the world, Pastor Steve.



Lenten Study  
Entering The Passion of Jesus: A Beginner’s Guide to Holy Week 

This is not your ordinary Lenten study. We will delve into the history and literature of 
the last days of Jesus’ life. We will search for ways to understand and question our 
own lives through the stories of his trials and choices. This Lenten journey will chal-
lenge us to examine our consciences and find out how deepening our relationship 
with Jesus and the Bible brings us into a closer relationship with others and the world. 

This study and the story of Jesus’ last days brings with it several challenges: What do 
we stand for? What do we believe in? When do we stand up for those beliefs? When 
have we denied or betrayed? How can we make it right? Can we take up the cross 
as Jesus invites us? 

Amy-Jill Levine will challenge us in powerful ways as we look at the passion story. 
We will see how Jesus risked it all. Our six weekly studies include:    
 • Jerusalem: Risking Reputation   
 • The Temple: Risking Righteous Anger  
 • Teachings: Risking Challenge   
 • The First Dinner: Risking Rejection   
 • The Last Supper: Risking the Loss of Friends   
 • Gethsemane: Risking Temptation 

Class will be held on Wednesday evenings starting March 4, from 6 – 7:15 p.m. in the conference room. Books will 
be available starting Ash Wednesday and cost $10.00. Please read chapter 1 prior to the first class.

Statement of Inclusion and Welcome

At Meridian Street United Methodist Church, we are committed to the foundational principles that God’s grace ex-
tends to all people and all people are of sacred worth to God.  We celebrate the gospel message of God’s bound-
less love and all the ways in which God’s family is diverse and whole. 

We welcome and affirm persons of any age, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, ethnic or 
cultural background, faith tradition, physical and mental ability, economic condition, marital status, family configu-
ration or place on the spectrum of conservative, centrist or progressive.  

We affirm that all people are created in the image of God and that as beloved children of God, all are worthy of 
God’s love and grace. We welcome the full inclusion of all people in the life and ministry of Meridian Street United 
Methodist Church as we journey toward reconciliation through Christ.

We recognize the differences among us as wonderful gifts that teach us how to love alike even though we may not 
think alike.  We are confident that all of us, regardless of our views, can join arm in arm and heart in heart to build 
God’s kingdom.

We proclaim this statement of welcome to all who have known the pain of exclusion and discrimination in the 
church or in society and know that everyone’s participation in our ministries enriches us. We invite all people to join 
us in our faith journey toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.

You are loved and welcome here. You can lead and serve here. You can love and marry here.



NEW Study!   

Faithful and Inclusive: The Bible, 
Sexuality, and the United Methodist 
Church 

Are you interested in exploring how Christian 
faithfulness and LGBTQ+ inclusion intersect? Join 
this six-session study on Sunday evenings, begin-
ning March 22. The Faithful and Inclusive DVD 
study is designed for participants to gain an un-
derstanding of how United Methodists can be 
both obedient to God’s Word and fully welcom-
ing to LGBTQ+ persons in the church. This study 
was birthed out of our neighbor church, St. Luke’s UMC, and features the testimony of one of our own members, 
Frank Ricketts! This study seeks to create a safe space to navigate through this thorny issue, relying on the bibli-
cal-interpretation approach of Methodism’s founder John Wesley, and learning from the faith journeys of mem-
bers of the LGBTQ community and their families. The topics covered include: 

1: How United Methodists Interpret Scripture 
2: Old Testament Passages 
3: The Influence of Culture on How We Read the Bible 
4: New Testament Passages 
5: The Jesus Ethic: What Did Christ Say? 
6: Where Does the United Methodist Church Go From Here? 

Sundays, 5-7p.m., March 22-May 3 (excluding Easter) in the library. Facilitated by members of Meridian Street 
UMC. Dinner provided. RSVPs are helpful for planning but not required. Sign-up through the church office.

Welcome   
Wesley Ray Heydenburg!  
Born 2/12/20 7 lbs 6 oz. 

A message from Leigh:  
“Matt, Wesley and I are all doing 
well. He is so sweet, full of person-
ality and he is happy and healthy. 
We love him so much.  Can’t wait 
for you all to meet him!”



Family and Neighbor Ministries: 

  
Family and Youth Ministries Camp Sunday

Join us on March 15, after the 10:30 a.m. worship, to hear about Im-
pact 2818: our camping ministries and retreat partners in Indiana. We 
will have lunch and a chance to learn more about the camps from the 
staff of Impact 2818. There are camp opportunities offered to all youth, 
grades K-12.  

We are looking for members of the congregation to be a part of this 
day and share how camp changed their life. Please contact Cogan 
Blackmon, Director of Family and Neighborhood Ministries at 765-623-
0650 to discuss this further. Your story will help encourage other families 
to become involved with the awesome, life-changing camps offered 
by the Indiana Conference. The camps are affordable and scholar-
ships are available. If you are unable to attend on March 15 and would like more information, you can visit the 
website here and feel free to reach to Cogan Blackmon with any questions.

Family Fellowship Night 
Thursday, March 12 from 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

Gather with other families as we share a meal, fellow-
ship, and engage in a discipleship activity. For this 
event, Bible Buddies and Faith Friends are partnering 
with Fletcher Place Community Center by putting 
together hygiene kits, snack packs, and collecting 
cans of soup for their Free Store and Food Pantry. 
Bring cans of soup and let’s see if we can stock their 
pantry for the remaining weeks of winter!

For questions please contact Cogan Black-
mon, Director of Family and Neighborhood 
Ministries at (317) 253-3237, ext. 114 or email  
cblackmon@meridianstreet.org.

Vacation Bible School  
June 22-26th 

Save the dates and spread the word! This year, Me-
ridian Street will be exploring the ”Great Big Beau-
tiful World,” an interactive vacation Bible school 
curriculum where children discover, celebrate, and 
care for God’s good creation! Five Bible stories lead 
children on an awesome adventure through the 
Bible, from Genesis to Revelation. Through worship 
and drama, Bible study, nature-themed art proj-
ects and snacks, active games, and special guests, 
children will discover God’s love for all creation and 
learn how we can be good stewards of the Earth. 
Registration will open on March 9. Have questions 
or want to volunteer? Contact Cogan Blackmon 
cblackmon@meridianstreet.org.



A Special Shout-Out… 

Special shout-out to the staff and all those who have cho-
sen to step up during this very crazy time of painting, ba-
bies being born and illness! Meridian Street is blessed with a 
great staff and great volunteers who are helping lead us all 
into a closer relationship with Jesus.

The Greater Naptown 400 

An inaugural bed race to benefit  
Family Promise of Greater Indianapolis - 

Sunday, May 17, 2020 
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Carmel United Methodist Church 
621 S. Rangeline Road 

Carmel, IN 46032 

Save the date for a festive afternoon with companies, con-
gregations, and community groups pushing beds 200 feet 
up the parking lot and racing 200 feet back. 

Come for... 
• Prizes for the fastest time and best designed bed 
• Bounce houses for the kids and grandkids 
• Food trucks, a DJ, and an all around good time 

Interested in putting a bed-racing team together? Get 
more information at www.fpgi.org/bedrace

Breakfast with the Bunny   
Saturday, April 11, 9-11 a.m.  

Lent has already begun, which means 
Easter is right around the corner. Our an-
nual Breakfast with the Bunny will be on 
Saturday morning, April 11 from 9-11 a.m. 
We will start with a light breakfast in Fel-
lowship Hall, have pictures with the Eas-
ter Bunny and other fun activities. Then 
the egg hunt begins! This is a great op-
portunity for Meridian Street to engage 
with the neighborhood and there are 
several ways you can help us reach out 
to our community with this event. Invite 
family members, neighbors, and friends; 
post flyers at your favorite coffee shop; 
share or write posts on social media! We 
could not do this event without help from 
members of the congregation. This year, 
you can show support and lend a hand 
in the following ways: bring in candy or 
candy-filled eggs, help stuff eggs, volun-
teer to hide eggs, set up for the event, or 
serve at the event (food table, craft ta-
ble, crowd control). Volunteers of all ages 
are welcome! Talk with Cogan Blackmon 
if you want to volunteer for this event or 
have any questions. (cblackmon@me-
ridianstreet.org).





Spotlight on our Ministry Partners: 

The Food Pantries at Fletcher Place & Boulevard Place 

Did you know Marion County has the highest level of food insecurity in the state of Indiana? 
(Indiana’s statewide level is higher than the national average also.) About one in every five 
Marion County residents is food insecure, defined by the USDA as a lack of 
consistent access to enough food for an active, healthy life. The same per-
centage of our county live in a food desert. A food desert is a geographic 
area lacking in affordable and healthy foods, generally areas where the 
closest retail grocery store is a mile or more away. 

What does that mean? A lot of people in this city — an estimated 196,000 — 
are hungry. One of the ways we are called to respond to the reality of hun-
ger in our city is through our city’s food pantries. While long-term solutions 
are required to address the root causes and systemic injustice that create 
hunger in the first place, the short-term emergency relief provided by these 
food pantries is a critical piece of the puzzle. 

During the month of March, we are highlighting our food pantry partners in 
two locations around the city of Indianapolis:  

Boulevard Place Food Pantry is on the corner of Boulevard Place and 42nd 
Street in our Butler Tarkington Neighborhood. The food pantry is an affiliate of 
St Vincent de Paul and was established in 1982 on the property of St. Thomas 
Aquinas Catholic Church. In August of 2012 it moved to its current location 
at 4202 N. Boulevard Place. In the past, our congregation has partnered 
with them through ServeIndy events, food drives, weekly volunteer support 
coordinated by the Monday Morning Bible Study, and financial grants to 
expand their facility. 

The Fletcher Place Community Center Food Pantry is on the southeast side 
of downtown. Fletcher Place is a long-time Methodist institution in Indianap-
olis — dating back to 1872! Our congregation has a long history of partner-
ing with Fletcher Place to ease the suffering of those in our city struggling to 
meet life’s basic needs through financial support, food drives, other dona-
tions, and volunteer work. 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

Donate Food. Food can be donated year-round in the large grey bins in the 
Welcome Center. We distribute the food donations to both pantries. While 
all donations are welcome, consider bringing in canned soup as there is always a need to re-
plenish the shelves of the pantries. 

Collect Loose Change. Bring it in and place it in the offering plate on Sunday morning. Through-
out the month of March, all loose change offering will go to support these two food pantries. 

Volunteer. The food pantries always need helpers to sort donations, restock the shelves, and 
more.  

Questions? Contact Pastor Mary for assistance donating or serving at either of our food pantry 
partners.


