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Living God, may your word be proclaimed and may we claim it with joy for our lives today. 
Continue to speak to us through my words or in spite of them. Amen. 

 
 

2 Corinthians 9:7-15 (CEB) 
 
 
Friends, we’ve made it through our first (not quite full) week of “stay at home” in Indiana. I don’t 
know about you all, but I’ve learned a lot this week. So much so that I made a top five list of my 
“aha moments” from this week: 
1. Coronavirus Time is a real thing. I said we made it through our first week of “stay at home”, but 

I’m pretty sure that week was something like 57 days long. And this is definitely the longest 
season of Lent I’ve ever experienced. Pretty sure it’s been about three years since Ash 
Wednesday.  

2. My definition of what’s essential and other people’s definitions do not line up. We all have our 
pain points. For me, it was the closure of Starbucks at 56th and Illinois. That hurt. 

3. Anxiety creeps in when you least expect it. I’ve stayed pretty calm and non-anxious 
throughout this whole thing. Until Tuesday night. When my WiFi suddenly wasn’t working. Turns 
out there was plenty of anxiety lurking under the surface. And that was just the thing to bring it 
out. God bless my sister who patiently listened to my irrational panic and fears until I realized I 
simply need to reset the modem. And all was right with the world again. 

4. Zoom fashion is also a thing. I’ve learned my morning clothing choices turn out very differently 
when I know the folks I interact with that day are only going to see me from the waist up. 
Sweatpants, leggings, even pajama bottoms suddenly look a lot more fashionable in this new 
virtual reality. Admit it. You’ve done it too. 

5. Even when the world is filled with uncertainty, anxiety, and fear…. People are still good. Every 
day, I hear about another act of kindness and generosity in our city. Every day, I’m 
encouraged by your love and compassion for each other and for our neighbors. 

We’ve spent these weeks in Lent exploring what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, what 
the essential characteristics of a disciple are. The first week, Pastor Steve reminded us that a 
disciple worships. Then, the next week, he helped us think about what it means to be in 
community as a disciple… even and especially in a time of “social distancing”. Last week, I 
challenged you all to think about the spiritual practices that are a part of a disciple’s life. 
Hopefully, you all used some of this “stay at home” time this past week to try on a new practice 
or to work on establishing a daily rhythm for your spiritual practices. Today, we’re going to talk 
about the fourth and fifth characteristics of a disciple: A disciple is generous and serves.  
 
Notice I said these are the fourth and fifth characteristics — generosity and service are not the 
same thing, even though we often conflate them. Sometimes we call something “service” when 
it’s really an act of generosity. One way of thinking about generosity and service is this: Both 
involve investing what we have. It’s just a difference in what it is we’re investing. 



 
Generosity is investing our resources to meet the needs of others. It might mean donating money 
to organizations in our community or providing physical space for ministries, such as the Project 
Transformation and NeighborLink office spaces in our church or the rooms we make available 
when we house families experiencing homelessness through Family Promise. Generosity might 
mean collecting supplies to meet needs in our communities, such as soup cans for Fletcher 
Place and Boulevard Place Food Pantries. It might even mean providing support by cooking 
and serving meals, like we do with Soup’s On at Robert’s Park or for special events like the MLK 
Center’s Founder’s Breakfast. Perhaps right now generosity looks like: 
• donating money or items to help feed newly-unemployed neighbors 
• or giving generous tips to those continuing to labor in struggling restaurants and stress-filled 

grocery stores 
• or continuing to faithfully support nonprofits who are meeting emerging needs in new and 

creative ways  
• or maybe it looks like collecting supplies for healthcare workers and hospitals 
All of these activities are good and useful and generous. It’s all a part of what it means to be a 
disciple of Jesus Christ. 
 
If generosity is investing our resources to meet the needs of others, then service could be 
understood as investing ourselves in relationship with and in support of others. Service involves 
getting to know people and becoming engaged in their lives. Service shifts us from ministry “to” 
or “for” others to ministry “with” them. Service is about active, hands-on ministry that fosters 
relationships and builds a deeper understanding of the needs and opportunities that exist in our 
community. Service might mean tutoring a student at School 43 or at the MLK Center. It might 
mean staying overnight at the church and getting to know the families who sleep there when 
we host Family Promise. Service could mean reading to children in the summer with Project 
Transformation or helping out with the bicycle skills classes at Freewheelin’ Community Bikes. 
Perhaps right now service looks like: 
• calling and talking with someone for whom “stay at home” means social isolation 
• or picking up groceries for a neighbor who can’t get out or just can’t juggle a grocery run with 

all of the kids now at home 
• or maybe it looks like patiently helping some who’s intimidated by technology learn how to 

use it for connection and community in this time 
All of these activities are good and useful and serve others. This is also a part of what it means to 
be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
 
A disciple is generous and serves. As I was thinking about these two aspects of discipleship, it 
occurred to me that at the heart of generosity and service is the desire to prioritize the well-
being of others over our own comfort and prosperity. Friends, that’s what the Gospel is all about. 
The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ showed us a new way of being in this world. A 
way that calls us to serve rather than be served. A way that tells us there’s no greater love than 
laying down our own life for others. A way that invites us to follow the One who denied himself all 
the way to the cross, so that others might live and live abundantly. Generosity and service is 
what this way of life as disciples is all about.  
 



Albert Outler, a twentieth-century Methodist theologian, once remarked, “The world hears the 
gospel when it sees it — when its witnesses are clearly concerned with human existence and 
clearly committed to a more fully human future in this world and the next.” 
 
Those words are poignant today. In the midst of inconvenient “stay at home” orders, escalating 
economic crisis, and widespread fears about a global pandemic, we in the Church are faced 
with a question: What is our witness in the midst of all this? Is our witness one that is, as Outler said, 
committed to a more fully human future? Are we saying not only with our words but also our 
actions that the well-being of others — the well-being of all people — is more important than our 
own comfort and prosperity? These are questions we must wrestle with not only in how we 
respond today but also in the weeks, months, even years to come. 
 
One of the prophetic voices in the Church today is the Rev. Dr. William Barber, a leader of the 
recently-revived Poor People’s Campaign, a movement first organized fifty years ago by the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. Dr. Barber 
recently reminded us that before COVID-19 swept the globe, nearly 700 people died every day 
in the United States because of poverty and inequality. He said, “Now, in the wake of this 
pandemic, the poor and dispossessed will be the ones who suffer even more — those who do 
not have access to healthcare, housing, water, decent wages, stable work or child care — and 
those who are continuing to work in this crisis, meeting our health care and other needs…. 
Knowing the current reality, greatness for America then would be serving those who are 
incarcerated, homeless, immigrants, low-wage workers, the poorest among us. Because if the 
poor get the virus, the virus doesn't just stay with the poor. We hurt ourselves as a nation!” 
 
Friends, we have choices in front of us today. Choices about staying home — choosing to 
prioritize the well-being of others over our own desires to socialize, travel, even worship in our 
beautiful sanctuary. We may think, “I’m just one person.” or “It’s just one time leaving the house.” 
But right now our choices about staying home are bigger than us. Staying home might 
inconvenience us, but it’s an act of love. 
 
We also have choices about how we’ll spend our time these days — choosing to prioritize the 
well-being of others through simple and radical acts of generosity and service. Earlier, I named a 
few of the things we might do right now, but, friends, you don’t have to wait for the church to 
invite you. Look for ways to be generous and serve in this unique time, and share those ideas! 
We’re looking ahead to our scheduled “ServeIndy” day. It’s scheduled for the first Sunday of 
May, so we’re starting to think creatively about how we might serve that day if this reality of 
“stay at home” and “social distancing” continues. I know service can and should still happen in 
this time, so I’d love to hear about the ways you’re continuing to serve so that we can share 
those ideas with the church. 
 
And finally, we have choices ahead of us as a society — choices about how we will or will not 
prioritize the well-being of others over our own prosperity and comfort, choices about correcting 
the inequalities in our society that are increasingly apparent in this public health crisis. We may 
not have seen this virus coming, but the unjust policies and practices in our society have been 
here a long time. It’s not just the threat of illness or even death that looms large right now. It’s 
also the loss of life brought about by the lack of access to healthcare, the ramifications of 



wages workers can’t live on even in normal times, and the impossible choices people face 
when they have no paid leave. This crisis may be about a global pandemic, but it’s also about 
so much more. We have choices ahead of us about how we will respond to prioritize the well-
being of all people. 
 
Two nights ago, the world and the Church lost a great leader and prophet. The Rev. Dr. Joseph 
Lowery died Friday night, at age 98. Dr. Lowery was an ordained United Methodist pastor and a 
pillar in the civil rights movement. He was known as the “Dean of the Civil Rights Movement”, as 
he took seriously his responsibility to carry the baton of justice as his colleagues died and were 
killed over the decades. Dr. Lowery was a tireless servant for the Church and the world. 
 
A few years ago, Dr. Lowery was speaking at the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the 
1963 March on Washington, and he said to us all: "We ain't going back. We’ve come too far, 
marched too long, prayed too hard, wept too bitterly, bled too profusely and died too young, 
to let anybody turn back the clock on our journey to justice.” 
 
Today, as I think about our call to discipleship, our call to lives filled with radical generosity and 
service, our call to choose others over ourselves…. today, I hear Dr. Lowery calling out to us with 
all the saints eternal, telling us not to go back. We get to choose what this world looks like, not 
just in this time of crisis but in the new society that emerges from all of this. I pray we will choose 
not to go back but to instead step forward into this new way of being to which Christ is calling 
us. 
 
Earlier this month, Dr. Cameron Bellm, a Catholic laywoman in Seattle (and mother of two) wrote 
this prayer and released it to the public through the internet. It feels appropriate for us today: 
 
Prayer for a Pandemic 
May we who are merely inconvenienced 
Remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors 
Remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working from home 
Remember those who must choose between preserving their health or making their rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close 
Remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips 
Remember those that have no safe place to go. 
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all. 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
Remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, 
let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 
Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. 
Amen. 


